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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIETS EYEING AUTONOMY PLOY TO CONTROL TRIBES 
Vienna ARBEITER ZEITUNG in German 24 Feb 82 p 5 


[Report from Marcel E. Hahlweg, New Delhi: "The Russians Want To Divide 
Afghanistan According to Tribes--But First They Would Have To Win") 


[Text] The Kremlin wants to break the Afghans’ will to 
resist with autonomy and division. At a time when deep 
snow in the mountains on the high plateaus and in Kabul 
is reducing milicary action during the third winter of 
the war and hos»yital beds in the Pakistani border town of 
Peshawar, which are at other times overflowing with 
wounded, are empty, reports about the Soviet occupiers’ 
future political plans are leaking out through a porous 
curtain. 


In contrast with the first months of the military regime in Poland, reports 
from the combat zone on the "roof of the world" were always plentiful. By 
way of well-screened reports from the resistance groups in Pakistan, the East 
bloc press and from diplomats in Kabul and other cities like Kandahar and 
Herat, there was no secrecy about numbers of combatants, front movements, and 
the exhausting little war involving the small cadres of Afghan communists. 
This happened despite the denial of visas for most Western journalists whose 
issue would have been advantageous to the regime. 


Adventurous Plans 


Soviet plans, whose blueprints involving the multicolored carpet of Afghaa 
tribes have long since been completed, are to be implemented as far as 
possible. At first glance these far-reaching projects appear overly ambitious, 
but in contemplating ethnic policies which have, since Lenin's time, been 
patiently pursued with respect to Soviet populations and especially Musulmans, 
the autonomy plans for the Afghans no longer seem all that improbable. Pure 
annexation may be the end point along the 1,100 km border between Afghanistan 
and the USSR along the Amu-Darya river, as it is already in effect in the 
narrow Wakhan strip of land with the small Pamir. 


A charge of regime in a small area, brought about through a secret treaty, 
can have great geopolitical consequences. The 80 km long border between 








Afghanistan and China no longer exists, and in its extreme northeast near the 
strategically invaluable Karakorum Road, Pakistan is faced not only with an 
occupying force, but with a new permanent neighbor: British India's fears at 
the time of the czars have become reality. What was the reason for the British- 
Afghan wars during the last ceatury? 


Of the approximately 15 million Afghans, more than 10 percent of whom have 
fled to Pakistan, 60 percent are Pashtunis, in addition to the small number 

of Balutshis and more than 60,000 Nuristanis, former non-believers from the 
land of the light of faith, who were forcibly converted to Islam 90 years ago. 
These tribal people are faced in the north and west with Uzbeks and Tadjiks, 
who constitute a recruitment pool for civil servants; the Tadjiks constitute 
30 percent of the overall population. A Tadjik and a loyal tribal Pashtuni are 
as different from one another as the sun and the moon; the Hazaras in the 
central mountain range, the Kirghiz and Turkomans amount to only a few per- 
cent. 


Pakistani reports are being confirmed by reliable news from Kabul: the 
Baluchis and especially the rebellious Pashtuni majority are to be segre- 
gated in autonomous areas within a large Paktunistan province for the pur- 
pose of breaking their will to resist. The more peaceful Uzbeks, Tadjiks and 
Kirghiz are to be allowed to retain their native languages as official 
nationality languages. Peace in the region along the historic Oxus border 
river would be a most significant condition for the Kremlin: an effective 
annexation of neighboring Afghan regions would at least neutralize the unpre- 
dictable feelings of the Islamic Soviet people of the same name who are 
alarmed by the loss of human life in Afghanistan and who are unable to compre- 
hend the "reasons for intervention." 


A Separate Ministry for the Tribes 


The function of chief planner and implementer of the occupying forces’ desires 
is occupied by the chief of the KHAD (state information services). The chief 
of the Afghan KGB, Najib, is also in charge of the tribal department of the 
Ministry of Frontiers and Tribes--a rather sophisticated combination of 
authority for the subdivision and annexation plans for a mountainous region 
the size of France. Najib, a well-trained physician and a Pashtuni, also 
sends many young people for training in the USSR. This many-talented 
specialist was a dependable comrade in exile of President Karmal when tne 
latter stayed in Prague during the period of political wilderness of the 
"Flag" faction. 


No Success in the Prov igces to Date 


However, the breaking up of the precarious tribal nation of Afghanistan can 
succeed only if the Soviets and their decimated Afghan allies could gain 
firmer control in the 90 percent hostile country, which at present seems 
improbable. The opinion of some Afghanistan experts that only a few cities 
are of importance, ignores the importance of the population majority dis- 
persed in the provinces. The 12 Soviet divisions in the fortified cities, 
estimated at 90,000-120,000 men (since details about troops units are 











fragmentary) will again face the resolute will to resist of the better 
organized and armed partisan troops after the snows melt. Deployment of 
special Soviet airborne troops for the purpose of destroying nests of 
resistance cannot decide the widespread guerilla war; and the Soviets cannot 
take the political gamble of exterminating large segments of the population. 


They have no other options. And the formerly long suppressed Hazaras of 

the "Flag" faction of tightrope-walking, Soviet guarded communist chief Karmal 
are still as hostile toward the comrades of the "Mass" faction as they were 
during the murderous regimes of Taraki and Amin. Tribal warfare around the 
camp fire continues unabated. 


9273 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET DAILIES ADMIT REVERSES IN AFGHAN CAMPAIGN 
Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Feb 82 p 4 


[Text] Two Soviet daily newspapers, KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, the army paper and 
TRUD, the labor unioa paper, on 23 February published articJ.es admitting 
that violent battles are taking place in Afghanistan. 


KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, in particular, quotes a Soviet Army colonel stationed in 
Kabul, according to whom 2,223 "bandits" were killed in January, and 1,117 
taken prisoner. Pointing out the courage of the Soviet soldiers, KRASNAYA 
ZVEZDA writes: "We will not deny that their mission is very hard. But 
not one soldier or officer we met has uttered even one word of complaint." 
It carries a photograph of some Soviet soldiers mustered at a snow-covercd 
stronghold in the mountains for a ceremony to present decorations. The 
photo includes the following caption: "Contrary to the usual, applause 
resounded through the Afghan mountains where silence is often broken only 
by the rattle of automatic-weapon fire and the explosion of handgrenades." 


TRUD reports that the pilot of a helicopter, Major V. Cherbakov, was awarded 
a "Hero of the USSR" medal for a brave attempt to rescue the crew of another 
helicopter which had been shot down by the rebels. The article appears to 
confirm some reports of western sources in New Delhi and Islamabad relating 
that the Afghan rebels shot down a Soviet helicopter on 19 January, one of 
whose five passengers killed was General P.I. Chidchenko. 


CSO: 4619/63 











ECONOMIC HIGHLIGHTS REVIEWED 


AFGHANISTAN 


Increase in income, Production 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 Feb 82 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


In pursuance with the pr- 


incipled and_ scientific- 
ally organised policy 
of the People’s Demo- 
cratic Party of Afgh- 
- anistan, our country, 


. notwithstanding the 


difficulties and obstac- 
les created by the inte 
rnal and external ene 
mies on the path of so- 
cio-economic develop- 
ment, is forging ahead 
with firm and steady st- 
eps towards expansion 
and development. - 
The continuation and co- 
mpletion of a number of 
. telatively huge devel- 
opmental projects in re- 
mote and rural areas of 
the country is a vivid 
evidence of the fact that 
the people of Afghani- 
Stan are excerting per- 
sistent efforts to build 
their new and advanced 
society. Our people are 
working hard for __ the 
progress and developm- 
ent of their homeland 
while decisively and 
determinedly support- 


ing the measures ado- 
pted by the party and 
the government towar- 
ds this end. 


Notwithstanding the con- 


tinuation of an undecla- 
red war unleashed by 
world-devouring 
imperialism and its all- 
ies against our country 
and our people, the co- 
nstruction work of a nu- 
mber of developmental 
projects in various par- 
ts of the country is pro- 
gressing according to 
the plan, and a great nu- 
mber of such projects 
have been completed 
and others are near Cco- 
mpletion. 


The national income is 


increased compared to 
the previous Afghan 
year 1359. There has al- 
so been a marked incre- 
ase in major industrial 
goods such 2s coal, ene- 
rgy, cement etc. There 
has also been an increa- 
se in grain and livetst- 
ock produce. The — prod- 
uction of industrial cro- 











ps such as cotton and 
Sugar-beet shows an in- 
crease of 23.1 and 28.6 
per cent respectively. | 

The aids and assistance 
offered by our national 
and democratic Gover- 
nmment, has certainly 
been instrumental in 
helping our toiling pe 
asants to augment their 
land productivity. The 
Government reduced 
the sale price of chem- 
ical fertiliser, plant and 
livestock drugs, to enc- 


ourage and help the pe- - 


asants to popularise the 
utilisation of modern 
ways of developing ag- 
riculture. 

To encourage the cotton 
and sugar-beet growe- 
rs, the two important 
industrial crops in the 
country, the Governm- 
ent decided to raise the 
purchase price of these 
two items. As a result of 


this positive and const- | 


ructive move on the pa- 
tt of the Government, 
the overall cotton and 
sugar-beet yields has 
shown a considerable 
increase this year com- 
pared to the previous 
Afghan year 1359. 





Despite the plots, _ provo 
cations and interventi- 
ons of lackeys of imper- 
ialism, hegemonism and 
reaction against our 
country and our revolu- 
tion, ample amount of 
agricultural and lives- 


tock products are av- 
ailable throughout - the 
country. This itself is 
the indicative of the re- 
ality that in the era of 
revolutioin the - recon- 
struction process of the 
society and developme- 
nt efforts are coritinu- 


_ing unimpeded and at 


a greater dimension co- 
mpared to previous ye 
ars, 


The availability of ample 


amount of grain and liv- 
estock products in the 
country’s markets, rea- 
ffirm nce more the fa- 
ct that our people, in 
full unity and solidarity 
with their national and 
democratic governme 
nt, are making untiring 
and -wide-scale efforts 
to increase the agricul- 
tural productions as 
well as the national 
income. 


Today our people believe 


and are fully confident 
that in the era of revol- 
ution, especially its new 
phase, wider and firmer 
steps have been taken 
towards realisation of 
the fundamental socio- 
economic changes to the 
benefit of the toiling 
masses of our country. 


Since the victory of the 


revolution, especially 
its new phase, both the 
workers and peasants 
are afforded all kinds 
of opportunities to wo- 
rk for the development 
of their country and for 


raising their stand- 
ard of living. The wor- 
kers are now enjoying 
all kinds of priviliges 
and the same is true ab- 
out the peasants, both 
of whom constitute the 
powerfull pillars of po- 
litical and social regi- 
me established in the 
country. Both the wor- 
kers, peasants and all 
other toiling masses in 
this country are now 
enjoying all kinds of 
democratic freedoms, 
thus make them hope- 
ful and determined to 
work for enhancing the 
national products. 


The efforts for economic 


development of the soc- 
iety tanatmounts to co- 
ntinuation of vast sup- 
nort of toiling masses 
to their national and 


democratic revolution. 


The people of Afghan- 
istan, including the pe- 
asants, have proven in 
practice that they are 
on the side of their na- 
tional and democratic 
government and they 
will allow no power to 
obstruct the _ process 
of development of our 
society and our revolu- 
tion. 


The hard working people 


of Afghanistan defend 
their revolution as_ it 
has provided the grou- 
nd for achieving devel- 
opment of the country 
and happiness and pros- 
perity of our people. 














Rise in Imports 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Mar 82 p 2 


[Article by Sayed Murtaza] 


[Text] 


Imports of commodities 
into Afghanistan have be- 
en increasing in value and 
volume in the past three 
years. The total amount 
of imports is considerable. 
Manufactured goods imp- 
orted from a number of 
countries account for a 
major share in the impor- 
ts. In the past three ye 
ars, Soviet Union and ot- 
her friendly socialist co- 
untries were the major 
sources from where’ the 
commodities were impor- 
ted into Afghanistan. 

In 1978—79 the Soviet 
Union alone accounted for 
a high percentage’ of the 
total value of imports. 
Other Asian _ countries, 
especially Singapore, are 
also among the major. 
sources of Afghanistan’s 
imports of the national 
needs for commodities. 
Besides Singapore and 
Hongkong, India, Sri 
Lanka and some other co 
untries are also among the. 
countries from where Af- 
ghanistan has been’ im- 
porting commodities. Am- 
ong the non-Socialist cou- 
ntries and West Europe 


ngdom is a major source: 
of import to meet.the shs. 
ortage of domestic goods. 

Inyports from Soviet 
Union is worth several 
thousand dollars. Next. 


to Soviet Union are the 
other Asian countries su- 
ch as India, Singapore, 
Hongkong, Japan, Sri La- 
nka, Iran, China, Bangl- 
adesh, Korea, et 

A review and analysis 
of the statistical inform- 
ation will show that alo- 
ng with the expansion of 
social and economic act- 
ivities, imports of comm- 
odities of all types will 
also increase. In 1978—79 
the percentage of impor- 
ts was higher than the 
‘preceeding years. There 
was further increase in 
1986—81 as compared to 
the value of imports in 
1979—80. This trend is lik- 
ely to continue in the foll- 
owing years. 

According to the deve- 
lopment plans, the proj- 
ected value of imports of 
goods for 1981—82 will be 
up by several thousand 
,US dollars showing a co- 
nsiderable percentage in- 
crease. Taking into cons- 
ideration the actual im- 
ports in the previous ye 
ars, and based on the pl- 
an projections, it could be 
safely concluded that in 
the absence of rapid incr- 
ease in domestic produc 
tion, the volume of imp 
orts will continue to incr- 
ease considerably in the 
following few years. 





There are a few items 
which are prohibited from 
being imported into the 
country. All cther produ- 
cts are allowed to be im- 
ported freely. All Afghan 
nationals who fulfil the 
requirements, can obtain 
a licence and import the 
commodities. 


The products that are 
allowed to be imported are 
without any restriction or 
quotas. In order to imp 
ort the products, every 
trading individual or fi- 
rm is required to have an 
import licence. Licences 
are obtained from the Mi- 
nistry of Commerce upon 
a written request and the 
completion of certain fo- 
rms. 


There are three kinds 
of licences: 
(1) Licences for import 


and export- 
(2) Licences for inter- 
mediaries: and commiss- 


ionaries; and 


(3) Licences for condu- 
cting services. 
. After obtaining a lic 
ence, importers can imp- 
ort the selected commod- 
ities upon the market re- 
quirements. There are no 
quantitative restrictions. 
The products can be im- 
ported from any source 
into Afghanistan. 








More Furniture Production 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] 





- The Afghan Tarkani (car- 
pentry) plant has produced 
more than Afs. 72 million 
worth of wood works, ma- 


inly home and office  fur-. 


niture, during the current 
Afghan year. Last year it 
produced some Afs. 96 mil- 
lion worth of goods. 

The above was stated by 
Khalilullah Aslami, pres- 
ident of the Afghan Tarka- 
ni Enterprise during an _ ip- 
terview with the Kabul New 
Times reporer. 


Expounting further on 
method of operation, pro- 
duction, supply and demand 
as well as the type of wood 
works it produces, Aslami 
added: The Tarkani Plant 
began operation with an 
initial capital of Afs. 101 
million. The plant has so- 
me 150 sets of various ma- 
chinery, small and big, and 
it employs a total of 1082 
persons, including workers, 
administrative personnel 
and wage earners. 

The annual production 
capacity of the plant is hard 
to estimate, as part of the 
work is done by machine 
and part of it manually. Ho- 
wever, in view of sale one 
can guess how much _ the 
plant produces every year. 
For instance last year the 
plant produced some Afs. 
96 million worth of goods. 
The products of the Tark- 
ani is matchless within Af- 
ghanistan in view of its 
high quality and workman- 
ship. Its products are main- 


ly home and office furni- 
ture, furnitures for schools, 
hotels and restaurants and 
other public organisations. 

The pressed-boards prod- 
uced by the plant is of high 
quality and there is a great 
demand for it at home. 

In producing the wood ar-— 
ticles, the plant is self-suff- 
icient as far as equipment 
and experienced personnel 
is concerned. The raw ma- 
terials such as glue, For- 
mica, iron sheet etc. are im- 
ported and partly supplied 
within the country. 

Recalling thg historical 
background of the Tarkani 
plant, Aslami said: The Af- 
ghan Tarkani Plant was es- 
tablished in the private se- 
ctor in 1955, functioning 
within the framework of the 
Afghan Textile Company. 
In 196] it was leased to Ho- 
echst Construction Firm 
and for ten years the Hoch- 
tef made maximum use 
of its equipment and ma- 
chinery as a result of which 
all the machineries were 
fully depreciated. 

(The Hochtef Constructi- 
on Firm was carrying out 
construction works in Af- 
ghanistan on the basis of 
‘an agreement with the then 
government). 


In 1971 the Hochtef lease 
was expired and then the 
Afghan Tarkani continued 
operation under the name 
of ‘Afghan Mobii’ within the 
framework of the Jangalak 
Factories until 1974. In ea- 














rly 1975 upon the decision 
of the then Goveynment the 
Trading Industrial Plant 
and Kunars Carpentry /Pl- 
ant were merged with the 
Afghan Mobil and began 
operation under the pres-— 
ent name, the Afghan Tar- 
kani Enterprise, a governr - 
ent enterprise functioning 
within the industrial sec- 
tor of the state. 

At the beginning, the Af- 
ghan Tarkani had 60 work- 
ers in its payroll and its an- 
nual production reached to_ 
Afs. 50 million. However, 
following the victory of the 
Saur Revolution it underw- 
ent a marked positive cha- 
nges. 


In the light of the objec- 
tives of the revolutionary 
Government, efforts were 
made to augment the out- 
put of the plant, and at the 
same time greater facilities 
were provided for the wor- 
kers té encourage them to 
work with more interest. 
Better working conditions, 
health care and other faci- 
lities were provided for the 
workers. Literacy courses 
were held for them. As 4 
result of better working co- 
nditions and added incenti- 


cso: 4600/322 





ves for the workers, the 

productions of the plant was 
raised to Afs. 82 million in 
1979 which compared to the 
previous year shows an in- 
crease of some 52 per cent. 
Similarly, the number of 
workers in the plant was in- 
creased by 80 per cent com- 
pared to the pre-revolution 

years, an indicative of ear- 
nest wish of the DRA  po- 
pular government to provide 
employment for our jobless 
compatriots. 


Following the revolution, 
especialiy its new phase, the 
lunch allowance for workers 
was raised, a well-equipped 
canteen where cooked food 
is served for the workers 
was established, and a hea- 
Ith insurance for workers 
was set up. : 

On the basis of the reso- 
lution of the Politburo of 
the PDPA CC, the salaries 
of the workers were raised 
and regulated, which has 
been proven instrumental 


“yn“increasing the produc- 


tions and living standards 
of the workers. 


On the basis of the coll- 
ective agreement signed 
between the primary org- 
anisation of the trade union 


and management of the 4n- 
stitute greater efforts are 
being made to raise the le- 
vel of working knowledge 
of the workers, providing 
‘them further education, 
and letting them make use 
of recreational and educa- 
tional tours granted by the 
syndicates of friendly 9- 
untries. 


Already a large number 
of ‘the workers of Afghan 
Tarkani have benefitted 


from such tours and others 
will benefit in the future. 
Friendly countries assisted- 
goods are also distributed, 
from time to time, to des- 
erving workers. 


As to the future plan, As- 
lami said as all the the ma- 
chinery and equipment are 
worn out and used, the ma- 
nagement pians to replace 
them with new machinery 
and the renovate the  fac- 
tory building as well. 


Last year the factory pro- 
duces Afs 96 million worth 
of goods while in the first 
ten months of the current 
Afghan year its productions 


reaches to the value of Afs. 


72 million, he added. 





RC PRESIDIUM ISSUES PENAL CODE DECREE 





AFGHANISTAN 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 1, 2 Mar 82 pp 2, 3 


(1 Mar 82 p 2] 


[Text] 


Decree of Presidiim of 
Revolutionary Council of 
the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan concerning ad- 
dendum No. 2 of the Penal 
Code. 

City of Kabul. | 

18.9.1360 (December 9, 
1981). 

In accord with article 44 
of the Fundamental’ Princi- 
ples of the Democratic Re- 


public of Afghanistan, the - 


Presidium of the Revoluti- 
onary Council of the Deun- 
ocratic Republic of Afgha- 
nistan adopts the following: 

ARTICLE 1: 

The article 93 of the Pe- 
nal Code should be amen- 
ded as follows: 

If the accused has com- 
pleted the age of 18 at the 
time of the commitment of 
the crime, he can be senten- 
ced to death. 

ARTICLE Two: 

This addendum is in force 
from the date of its adopti- 
on and will be published in 
the official gazette. — 

Babrak Karmal, Presid. 
ent of the Presidium of the 
Democratic Republic of Af.- 


- ghanistan. 
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Decree of the. Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
Cil-of the Democratic Re 
public of Afghanistan con- 
cerning addendum No. one 
of the law of the Special 
Revolutionary Court, 

City of Kabul, 

18.9.1360 (December 3, 
1981). 

In pursuit of the order of 
article 44. of the Fundam- 
ental Principles of the De- 
mocratic Republic of Afgh- 
anistan, the Presidium of 
the Revolutionary Council 
adopts: ; 

ARTICLE ONE: 

Article ten of the law of 
special revolutionary court 
should be amended as fol- 
lows : 


The Special Revolution- 
ary Court has the authori- 
ty to examine the following 
Cases: 

1. The cases emanated 
from crimes: against the ex- 
ternal and internal security 
of the country. 

2. Cases pertaining to 
the crimes against the ter- 
ritorial ‘integrity, national 
sovereignty and independ- 
eniee. 











3. Cases emanated from 
the crimes.against the state 
and the gains of the April 
Revolution. 

4. Cases arising from .cri- 


ee co eearge oY tne works 
sous in 
of the works of the Depart- 
ment of the State Inform- 
ation Services. 

ARTICLE Two: 

Addendum number one 
of the special revolutionary 
court is in force from: the 
date of its approval and 
will be published in the Of- 
ficial Gazette. 

Babrak Karmal, 

President of Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil of Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan. 


e¢ ¢ ®8 


The primary courts of 
the armed forces have 
the authority to examine the 
following cases: 

1. Cases arising from the 
crimes committed by ‘the 
staff of the armed forces 
and the draftees during the 
military service. 


2. Cases arising from the 
crimes committeed by the 
workers, employees and Cci- 
vil servants of the armed 
forces while performing the 
duty or in the premises of 
the units or- military. offic~ 
es. 

3. Cases arising from the 
crimes committed by the in- 
charges of the organs of the 
Ministry of Internal Affa- 
irs of the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan. 

4. Cases arising from the 
<a committed by the 
officers upto the rank of 
brigadier or equivalent of 
it. 


S. Cases arising from the 
crimes of persons which 
are turned over to these 
courts by law. 

ARTICLE TWO: 

Article 32 of the law of 
courts of the armed forces 


of the Democratic Repubiic 


of Afghanistan is invalid. 
ARTICLE THREE: 


Addendum number one 
of the law of courts of the 
armed forces of the De 
mocratic Republic of Afg- 
hanistan is in force from 
the date of its approval and 
will be published in the Of- 
ficial Gazette. 

Babrak Karmal, 

President of Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil. of the Democratic Rep- 
ublic of Afghanistan. 


> ss ®& 

Decree of the Presidium 
of the Revolutionary . Coun- 
cii of the Democratic Re 
publie of Afghanistan con- 
cerning the addendum nu- 
mber one of the law of att- 

“Orney of the armed forces 
of the Democratic Repub- 
uc of Afghanistan. 

City of Kabul, 

18.9.1360 (December 9, 
1981). 

In pursuit of the order 
of article 44 of the Funda- 
mental Principles of the 
Democratic Republic of Af- 
ghanistan, the Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 

cil adopts: 


ARTICLE ONE: 

Article nineteen of the 
Attorney Law of the arm- 
ed forces of the Democra- 
tic Republic of Afghanis 
tan is amended as follows. 

Investigation of the fol- 
lowing crimes is the autho- 
rity of the investigators of 
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the attorney organs of the 
armed forces. 

1. The crimes committ- 
ed by the staff of the ar- 
med forces and the conteng- 
incy draftees during the 
military service. 

2. The crimes committed 
by the workers, employees 
and civil servants of the 
armed forces while perfor- 


_ming-the duties or in the 


units and in military orga- 
nisations. 

3. The crimes committed 
by the staff-of the orf#éns 
of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan: 

4. When a person or per- 
sons are under investigation 
for having committed one 
or more crimes, if the inv- 
estigation of one of the ac- 
cused or one of the crimes 
is within the authority of 
the investigators of the at- 
torneys of the armed for- 
ces while the investigation 
of other accused or other 
crimes are from the author- 
ity of the local investigat- 
ors or of the investigators 
of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs the case will be 
fully investigated by the 
attorneys of the armed for- 
ces. 
~ §. The crimes of persons 
directly mentioned in the 
codes. 


ARTICLE TWO: 

The addendum number 
one of the law of attorneys 
of the armed forces is_ in 
force from the date of its 
approval and will be pub- 
lished in the Official Gaz- 


Babrak Karmal, 

President of Presidium of 
the Revolutionary Council 
of Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan. 
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Decree of the Presidium 
of Revolutionary Council 
of the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan concerning 
the addendum number one 
of the law of detéction and 
investigation of crimes and 
the supervision by  attorn- 
ey’s office on its legal imp- 
plementation. 

City of Kabul: 

18.9.1360 (December 18, 
1981) 

Following the order ol 
article 44 of the Fundamen- 
tal Principles of the Deno- 
cratic Republic of Afgha- 
nistan, the Presidium of 
the Revolutionary Council 
approves: 

ARTICLE ONE: 

The article sixteen should 
also be amended as foli- 
ows: 

DETECTION ORGANS: 

The Detection Organs are 
comprised of: 

1--The Police 

2—Heads of the Correc- 
ting houses, in the crimes 
arising from the lack of obs- 
ervance of the orders of 
law in the related area. 

3—Commandants of un- 
its of the armed forces up 
to the divisions, regiments, 
independent brigades in 
the crimes committed by the 
officers, non-commissioned 
otficets, soldiers and civil- 
ian person in the service ot 
army at the time of perfor- 
ming the assigned duties 
and works: ” 

4--SIS (State Informati- 
on Services), in the crimes 
the investigation of which 
is within the authority of 
SIS according to the on 
of the law. 


~ §. Organs of border pro- 


tection in the crimes against 
the security of the coun- 
try’s frontiers. 

ARTICLE TWO: 

The a‘ticle 23 should de 
amended as follows: 

Investigation of crimes re- 
lated to the attorneys, inv- 
estigators of the attorney’s 
office judges and polite 

Investigation of crimes 

related to the attorneys, in- 
vestigators of the attorneys’ 
office and judges will be 


made by the legal _attor- 
ney. 

Investigation of the cri- 
mes related to the police 


will be made by the investi- 
gators of the attorney offi- 
ce of the -rmed forces of 
the Democratic Repyblic 
of Afghanistan. 
ARTICLE THREE 

The article 26 should be 
amended as follows: 

The authorities of SIS 
investigators : 

The following crimes will 


be investigated by the in- ~ 


vestigators of State Inform- 
ation Services: 

1. Crimes against the out- 
siue security of the state as 
envisaged in articles  173- 
203 of the Penal Code: 

2. Crimes against the in- 
ternal security of the. state 
as envisaged in_ articles 
204-245 of the Penal Code 
and Article 231 of the Pe- 
nal Code. 

3. Crimes arising from 
the implementation of the 
decree number eight and 
other decrees of the Revolu- 
tionary Council of the De- 
mocratic Republic of Af- 
ghanistan. 


12 


4. Crimes envisaged in 


Article 515 of the Penal 
Code. 
ARTICLE FOUR 


This addendum is in for- 
ce since the day of its app- 
roval and will be published 
in the Official Gazette. 

Babrak Karmal, 

President of the Presid- 
ium of the Revolutionary 
Council, Democratic Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan. 

e e 2 

Decree of ‘the ?residium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil, Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan concerning ad- 
dendum. number one of the 
Law of organisation and 
authorities of the Courts 
in the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan. 

City of Kabul, 

18.9.1360 (December 9, 
1981). 

In accord with the articie 
44 of the Fundamental Pr- 
inciples of the Democraic 
Republic of Afghanisan, the 
Presidium of the Revolu‘i- 
onary Council adopts the 
following: 

ARTICLE ONE 

The article nine shouid 
be amended as follows: 

The oases in all the cour- 
ts are investigated collec- 
tively. 

1. The cases are investi- 
gated in all the courts first 
with the participation of 
three judges, The courts of 
the cities, and districts where 
the number of judges is less 
than three, are excluded fr- 
om this order. 


Decree of the Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 











cil of the Democratic Rep- 
ublic of Afghanistan conc- 
erning the addendum nu- 
mber one of the law of or- 
ganisation and authorities 
of the courts in the DRA. 


City of Kabul. 
18.9.1360 (December 9, 
1981). 


2. The cases arising from 


the complaints of the parity 
in the case or from the ob- 
jection by the attorney to 
the orders of the city and 
the district courts are invest- 
igated by three courts of the 
province court. 

3. The cases arising from 
the complaints of the pariy 
to the case or from objecti- 
ons by the attorney to the 
orders of the province co- 
urt are investigated by the 
judges of the Supreme Co- 
urt. 

4. The cases arising from 
the objections by the Att- 
orney Gencral of the De- 
mocratic Republic of Af- 
ghanistan to the final or- 
ders of the courts will be 
reviewed by the Supreme 
Council of the Supreme 
Court. 


ARTICLE TWO 

The Article 6] is am- 
ended as follows: 

1. The Supreme Council 
of the Supreme Court has 
the authoriy in special ca- 
ses, on the basis of its own 
decision or the demand of 
the Attorney General, to 
submit to the related _ tri- 


cso: 4600/321 


bunal of the Supreme Co- 
urt for primary  investiga- 
tion, the cases which are to 
be invesigated first. 

2. The Supreme Council 
of the Supreme Court has 
the authority upon necessi- 
ty, on the basis of its own 
decision or by the demand 
of the Attorney Géneral:to 
submit for investigation 
certain cases within the ju- 
risdiction of one provincial, 
city or district court to an- 
other provincial, city or dis- 
trict court. : 

ARTICLE THREE 

This addendum is _ in 
force from the date of ap 
proval and will be publish- 
ed in the Official Gazette. 

Babrak Karmal, 

President of the Presid- 
ium of the Revolutionary 
Council of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan. 

e * * 

Decree of the Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil of the DRA concerning 
addendum number one of 
the law of the special re- 
volutionary prosecutor. 

City of Kabul, 

18.9.1360 (December 9, 
1981) 

Following the order of ar- 
ticle 44 of the Fundamen- 
tal Principles of the De- 
mocratic Republic of Afgh- 
anistan, the Presidium of 
the Revolutionary Council 
of the DRA adopts the fol- 
lowing: | 
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“ARTICLE ONE 


The article eight of the 


law of special revolutionary 
prosecutor 
ended as follows: 


should be am- 


The Special Revolution- 
ary Prosecutor ané.his de 


_puty are appointed and dis- 


missed by the 


presidium 


.of the Revolutionary Coun- 


cil of the Democratic Rep- 


: ublic of Afghanistan. 


' 
; 


ARTICLE TWO 


Article eighteen of the 


' Special. Revolutionary pro- 


secution should be. amended 


bas follows:. 


With the enforcement of 
this law, the law of special 
prosecution of the Werkers 
Intelligence Agency KAM, 
dated 15th of Sumbola 1558 
(6th of September 1979) 
and other laws and regula- 
tions contradicting this law 
are cancelled. 

Decree of the Presidium 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil of the DRA concerning 
the addendum number one 
of the Special Revolutionary 
Prosecution. 

City of Kabul, 

18.19.1360 (December 9, 
1981). 


ARTICLE THREE 

The addendum number 
one of the Law of Special 
Revolutionary Prosecution 
is in force from the date of 
its approval and will be pu- 
blished in the Official Ga- 
zette. 








RURAL LAND USE PROGRAMS HAILED WIDELY 


AFGHANISTAN 


Reforms in Kabul 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 25 Feb 82 p 2 


[Speech by President Babrak Karm1] 


(Text ] 


Following is the 
text of speech by Babrak 
Karmal, General Secretary 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan, Pre- 


sident of the Revolutionary | 


Council of the DRA in the 
meeting of responsible au- 
thorities of the miriistries, 
departments and local par- 
ty and state organs of the 
DRA “concerning the conti- 
nuation of democratic land 


The national and democ- 
ratic Saur Revolution wh- 
ich gained victory under the 
leadership of our party, 
put forward the task of 
democratic land reforms as 
a basic aim and an urgent 


need. 


Our party was always 
stressing the need to acocom- 
plish such reforms, even be- 
fore the victory of the revo- 
lution and had organised 
wide scale struggles in this 
regard, because the feudal 
and prefeudal regimes for 
many consecutive years pr- 
evented the rapid growth in 
political, social and econo- 
mic spheres of our socicty 
and had kept the majority 
of our country’s population, 
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namely the farmers, under 
severe’ conditions of pover- 
ty, misery and painful bane 
kruptcy. 


Today imperialism and 
the feudal reaction again 
make efforts under the fa- 
ke cover of the so-called de- 
fence of Islam and false as- 
surances, to deceive and 
lure our toiling farmers in 
order to cruelly exploit 
them like before. But the 
crushing and spine cracking 
blows continuously _ inflict- 
ed upon the backward so 
cio-economic relations in 
the villages of the country 
wilt not let the toiling far- 
mers any longer to suffer 


‘the painful burdens of life 


imposed on them -by the 
criminal, terrorist couni‘er- 
revolutionary bands. on th- 
em. ! 


After the victory of the 
new phase of the revolution, 
our country stepped into 
the stage of important tra- 
nsformations. Millions of 
men in our society are th- 
rowing away the several 
thousand years old shack- 
les and fetters of slavery 
and are taking the high 








road of social and national 

progress and development. 

One of the most important 
phenomena of our count- 
ry at present is the basic 

demand of the toiling far- 
mer for kand and water wh- 
ich has mingled with the. 
sum total of class struggles 
in the country. 


The People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan which, 
due to its class based na- 
ture and progressive policy 
struggles in the way to ful- 
fil the long cherished as 
pirations of all the toilers 
of the country, 
the continuation of imple 
mentation of the just and 
democratic land reforms, in 
the interest of the coun- 
try’s toiling farmers, as 
one of its most basics, ma-. 
jor and urgent _revolution- 
ary duties. 


The Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee. of 
the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan and 
the government of the De- 
mocratic Republic of Afg- 
hanistan decided to hold 
the present session in order 
to see that the results of 
the activities related to the 
preparations for the con- 
tinuation of land reforms 
are evaluated and that the 
major duties towards its 
practical implementation ar> 
defined and discussed. 


More than two years have 
passed since the beginning 
of the evolutionary stage 
of the revolution which is 
considered thé new qualit - 


considers . 


tive and importdnt stage 
in the history of the strug- 
gle of our party and our 
people, and the revolution- 
ary process in Afghanistan 
has become more powerful. 
Now the fact that the Saur 
Revolution will reach to fi- 
nal victory and remain for 


_ever, {s proved to all. 


The Central Committee 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan, 
the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil and the government of 
the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan have adop- 
ted a series of important 
documents, guidelines, «ec- 
rees and laws concerning 
the land reforms and water 


in the country. 


On the 20th of Jauza 1360 
(10th of June, 1981) the 
Central Committee of the 
party and the Council of 
Ministers adopted a resvlu- 
tion about the land reforms 
in the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan in, which the 
party’s agricultural and 
land policy .at the present 
stage has been formulated, 
the basic duties in the field 
of land reforms and water 
were specified and defined. 
and the commission of the 
Central Committee and 
Council of Ministers conce- 
rning the continuation of 
just and democratic land 
reforms was formed. 


With the view to realisa- 
tion of the above mentioned 
resolution and the applica- 
tion of the anticipated me- 
asures of the Revolutionary 
Council and the governm- 
ent, the addendum -number 
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one of the decree number 
eight on the law of water 
and the regulation on use of 
water in agriculture wefe 


adopted. 


The Commission of the 
Central Committee and Co- 
uncil of Ministers has held 
four sessions so far and in 
these sessions has adopted 
the programme of practi- 
cal measures of the contin- 
uation of land reforms wh- 
ich anticipates the apolic?- 
tion of four operational p!- 
ans, and the results of the 
investigation of the present 
condition of land ownersh- 
ip, using the land and 
water in ten districts relat- 
ed to nine provinces in the 
country have been analysed 
and evaluated and adequate 
decisions were held in this 
regard. 

Comrades, ! 

In this way, the docum- 
ents, which are necessary 
for the practical impleme- 
tation of land and water 
reforms, have been prep- 
ared and preliminary wor- 
ks have been accomplished. 
Recognising and supporting 
the legitimate rights of 
all farmers and land owners 
to have land and water. the 
party and the government 
are. seriously determined to 
have the main aims of the 
national and democratic re- 
volution decisively realised 
and to provide the land- 
less farmers, agricultural 
workers and: the needy no- 
mads with land and water, 
and as far as_ possible, to 
increase the land of the 
farmers with small plots of 
land within the framework 
of law. 











Development in Provinces 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Mar 82 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


'{n pursuance with its prin- 


cipled and __ scientifically 
organised policy and wi- 
th due attention to the 
needs and requirements oi 
people in various parts 
of the country, the DRA 
Government is striving to 
achieve, in a short possi- 
ble time, the healthy and 
balanced development of 
the country. 


The expansion of rural de- 


velopment programmes is 
part of the efforts towar- 
ds reconstruction of our 
socicty and acceleration 
of the pace of developm- 
ent throughout the cou- 
ntry. Within the frame- 
work of this programme 
efforts are being made 
to solve the problem of 
each locality and achieve 
socio-economic developm- 
ent by utilising the reso- 
urces and manpower _ :‘v- 
ailable there. 


Despite the desperate eff- 


orts of internal and ext- 


- ernal enemies who, by 


various means, want to 
hinder the development 
process of our society, the 
people of Afghanistan, al- 
ong with their national 
and democratic Govern- 
ment, are forging ahead 
with firm steps and with 
unshakable will. 


In a glance at the perform- 


ances and activities of 
the first nine monthe of 
the current Afghan ~« 4r 
in the rural areas an. ‘il- 
lages, one draw the 9n- 
clusion that consideravie 
achievements have been 
made in helping the rural 
population. 
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With the assistance of + the 


UNICEF, a number of 
health projects have been 


. set up in remote and ru- 


ral areas, like Deh Sabz, 
Charasyab, Bagrami and 
Paghman districts of Ka- 
bul, as well as in Bada- 
khshan and Farah . prov- 
inces. The UNICEF  ass- 
istance in the forms of 
medical equipment am- 


‘Ounts to more than Afs. 


2.5 million. In rural con- 
struction project tie 
World Food Programme 
has assisted some Afs. 29 
million. Under this prog- 
ramme more than. 3,200,- 
000 kgs of food has been 
distributed against work. 


By an assessment of the 


works carried out, one 
can see that the people of 
Afghanistan are decisiv- 
ely defending their na- 
tional and democratic re- 
volution. The toiling peo- 
ple of Afghanistan, under 
the PDPA leadership, 
are taking active part in 
implementation of deve- 


lopmental ans, CcOv- 
“éring all fields. 
During the same _ period, 
fifteen relatively big ru- 
ral development ‘“$ro}- 


ects were undertaken in 
Bamian, Nemroz, Herat. 
Badakhshan, Zabul, Ure- 
zgan, Nangarhar and Fa- 
rah provinces. This in 
itself indicates to the fact 
that. the situation is 
normal everywhere in 
the country, in provinces, 
.and in villages of the re- 
volutionary Afghanistan. 


The people of Afghanistan 


are working with grea’ 











interest and enthusiasro the rural areas and ace 
in developing the rura' tive participation of the: 


areas and they are taking rural population in in- 
active part and making plementing the rural de- ! 
untiripg efforts towards velopment projects, is , 
achieving this end. the vivid evidence of the. 
The continuation of rural fact that now the peo-| 
development projects in ple, the party and gov-' 
various provinces in the ernment are’ traversing 


CSO: 


4600/324 


country, are,in reality pr- 
oving wrong the baseless 
propaganda of the ene 
mies of our homeland. 
The report of activities’ 
of the Rural Develop:n- 
ent Department _releas- 
ed recently shows that 
the RDD is carrying out 
its activities normally in | 
‘the rural areas, and he’. , 
ping the rural population 
of the country to meet 
their very essential nee- 
ds. 

The propaganda machinery 
of imperialism and reac-, 
tion always spread the 
false news as if the sit- 
uation in the’ country is 
abnormal and the _ gov- 
ernment has not cont- | 
rol_ in the villages. The: 
continuation of works in: 
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the same path and that 
is the building of an ever- 
blossoming society void 
of any sociaJ, national 
and class contradictions. 


“The peaple are decisive- 


ly supporting the. party 
and their national and 
democratic government. 


The completion of ten sm- 


all water supply projects, 
a number of bridges, 
culverts and sinking of 
some sixty wells, const- 
ruction and re- 
pair of _ more 
than 20 mosques :n var- 
ious provinces, shows cl- 
early that our people are 
moying forward deter- 
minedly and with iron 
will towards develoning 
and progress of their} 
country. 








EGYPT 


TEXT OF TERRORIST CONSTITUTION, ‘THE HIDDEN OBLIGATION’ 


Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 Dec 81 pp 3, 5, 7 


[Article: "What Terrorists Say in Their Constitution, 'The Hidden Obligation’; 
Novel Explanations from 01d Books To Justify To be Killed"; report on "The 
Hidden Obligation" by Engineer Muhammad "Abd-al-Salam Faraj] 


|Text | Terrorist claim that an awaited Mahdi wiil 
appear and will make equality and justice prevail on 
earth after injustice and tyranny had prevailed in it. 
Terrorists reject texts that advocate pardon and 
tolerance and insist on texts that advocate fighting 
to justify their appeal for violence. 

A most curious plea: to cut down trees and burn them. 


AL-AHRAR publishes today the unabridged version of "The Hidden Obligation" 
[al-Faridah al-Gha'ibah] without any comment. In the next issue the news- 
paper will make its pages available to Islamic clergymen so they can say 
what they think about the ideas, opinions, the Koranic verses cited to sup- 
port these opinions and ideas, Prophetic tradition and formal legal 
opinions which the terrorist constitution dealt with. The terrorist con- 
stitution which the military prosecution said "poisoned" [the minds of 
people] needs to be discussed fully so that facts can become clear to 
public opinion and our young people can develop an immunity to these and 
similar ideas. 


In his book, "The Hidden Obligation," Engineer Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj 
dealt with ideas that are foreign to our society and to our true religion. 
The book became a constitution by which terrorists were guided and [a text | 
with which they poisoned the thoughts of young people and got them involved 
in crimes of murder and bloodshed. What are these ideas that are included 
in the book? What is the objective of the writer or the author of the con- 
stitution? There are many other questions that the full text of the terro- 
rist constitution, which we are printing on these pages, will answer. 


In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 
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"Is it not time for true believers to submit to Allah's warning and to the 
truth He has revealed, so that they may not be like those who were given 
the Scriptures before this, whose days were prolonged but whose hearts were 
hardened? Many of them were evil-doers" [al-Hadid: 16]. 


‘Abdallah Ibn al—Mubarak said, "Salih al-Mari told us that according to 
Qatadah Ibn 'Abbas said, 'God found believers to be laggarts in their 
hearts. He chided them 13 days after the Koran was revealed and told them 
this verse from the Koran. 


Preface 


Praise be to God! We praise Him; we seek His aid; we seek His forgiveness; 
and we seek His guidance. We seek refuge in God from the evils of our souls 
and from the evils of our actions. Anyone whom God leads to the right path 
will not go astray, and he who goes astray cannot be guided. I declare that 
there is no god But Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and His messen- 
ger. Now then: the most truthful words are those of the Koran and the best 
guidance is that of Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him salvation. 
Everything new is a heresy and every heresy is an error and every error 
leads to the fires of Hell. 


Now then. ... 


Despite the extreme importance and the great significance on the future of 
this religion of fighting for the cause of God, scholars of the age have 
neglected and ignored [that duty] even though they know that it is the only 
means by which the imposing structure of Islam can be restored and raised 
again. Every Muslim related the ideas and philosophies that pleased him 
most on the best way to achieve the road which God Almighty had set for the 
honor of those who worship [Him]. 


There is no doubt that the tyrants of this earth will be eliminated only 
by the power of the sword. Therefore, the prophet, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation says, "I was sent with a sword in my hands so that God 
alone would be worshiped. He made me earn my living by my lance, and He 
made humiliation and degradation the lot of those who disobeyed my orders. 
Anyone who imitates other people becomes one of them." This was expounded 
by Imam Ahmad ibn ‘Umar. 


Ibn Rajab says, ''The prophet's statement that he was sent with a sword 
means that God sent him to advocate the Oneness of God with the sword after 
he had used reasonable argument to do so. Anyone who was not persuaded by 
the Koran and by reasonable argument to worship the One God was prevailed 
upon to do so by the sword." 


The policy of the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, in 
Mecca: 


The prophet of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, addressed 
the tyrants of Mecca while he was in that city [and said], "0 hear me, 
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people of Quraysh, from whom Muhammad had banished himself, I have come to 
kill you."" The people understood what he said, and there was not a man 
among them who was not struck motionless with awe. Even the harshest among 
them was hard pressed to find something to say so that [the prophet] said, 
"Go ahead, Abu al-Qasim Rashid. By God you are not stupid." By telling 
them, "Il came to kill you," the prophet set the proper course in which 
there is no dispute and no gentleness with the leaders of UMbelievers 
and the leaders of righteousness while he was in Mecca. 


Islam Is Coming 


The establishment of an Islamic state and the restoration of the caliphate 
was heralded by the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation. 

In addition that is decreed by God Almighty, and it is the duty of every 
Muslim to do his utmost to carry it out. 


A. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, says, "God gave 
me an account of the world, and I was able to see its eastern and western 
extremities. According to what was passed on to me about the world, my 
nation will attain its kingdom." This was related by Muslim, by Abu Dawud, 
by Ibn Majih and by al-Tarmadhi. It has not happened yet, since there are 
countries which have not yet been conquered by Muslims, but this will 
happen, God willing. 


B. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, said, "Tell 
people about this matter at night and in the day time. God will introduce 
this religion into the homes of the nomads and the sedentary population, 
honorably for those who are honorable and by subduing those who are lowly. 
God will bestow honor upon Islam and subjugation to humiliate the in- 
fidels.'' This was related by Ahmad and by al-Tabarani. Al-Haythami said 
that the true sedentary population were the people who lived in villages 
and big cities. 


The nomads were the Bedouins and people who lived in towns and villages. 


C. In "Al-Hadith Al-Sahih" Abu Qubayl says, "We were at the home of 
‘Abdallah, the son of ‘Amr ibn al—'As when ‘Abdallah was asked which one 
of the two cities, Constantinople or Rome, would be conquered first. 
‘Abdallah asked that a box with rings be brought to him, and he produced 

a book from it. 'Abdallah said, ‘While we were gathered around him, the 
prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, was asked which one of 
the two cities would be conquered first and the prophet said that the city 
of Heraclius, Constantinople, would be conquered first.' '' This was related 
by Ahmad and by al-Darami. According to the atlas Rome today is the capital 
of Italy. . 


The first conquest was achieved by the Ottoman, Muhammad the Conqueror. 
That was more than 8006 , *rs after the prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation, said it would come about. The second conquest will be 
achieved, God willing, and you will definitely hear news of that when the 
time comes. 
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). Prophecy exists in your midst according to God's wishes. He may then 
take it away if He wishes. Then the succession may follow the course of 
prophecy: it would exist according to God's wishes; and it may be taken 
away if He wishes. Then there may be a temporary kingdom, and whatever God 
wishes will be. He may take it away if He wishes. Then there may be a pre- 
determined kingdom if God wishes, and God may take it away if He wishes. 
Then there may be a succession that would follow the course of prophecy and 
treat people according to the Sunnah of the prophet. Islam would then be 
applied to the world in a manner that would satisfy those who dwell in 
heaven and those who dwell on earth. Blessings would be showered from the 
skies on every country, and the land would produce all the plants and 
bounty it can produce." This was mentioned by Hadhifah and is traceable to 
the Prophet. It was related by the Iraqi al-Hafiz from the order of Ahmad. 
He said, "This is fine and true. The sinful kingdom has come to an end, 

and the predetermined kingdom, wherein people hold power despite the wishes 
ot the people, is to be overthrown." 


The Hadith [i.e., the Prophetic tradition] is one of the [sources] that 
herald the return of Islam in the present age after this Islamic awakening. 
It announces that Muslims will have a brilliant future in economics and 
agriculture. 


A Reply to Those Who Gave up Hope 


Some of those who gave up hope replied to this Hadith and these announce- 
ments with a statement attributed to the prophet, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation, on the authority of Uns. "Be patient. Henceforth, 
every ensuing period of time will be worse than the one preceding it until 
such time as you shall meet the Lord your God. I heard this from your 
prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation." Al-Nazmazi said, "This 
is fine and true." The unbelievers say there is no need to waste 
etfort and time in dreams. And here we mention what the prophet, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation, said: "My nation is a blessed nation; it 
does not know whether good things will come about at the beginning or at 
the end of its course." This was related by ibn 'Asakir and attributed to 
‘Amr ibn 'Uthman. Al-Suyut referred to charity and there is no conflict 
between the two statements. The prophet's statement, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation, was addressed to the prophet's contemporaries [refer- 
ring to chat time] until they were to meet their Maker. The statement was 
not a general statement, but it was rather both specific and general. 
Another indication of this also lies in the statements of al-Mahdi who is 
to appear at the end of time and make equity and justice prevail throughout 
the earth after injustice and tyranny had prevailed in it. 


God Almighty proclaimed to a number of believers, "Allah has promised those 
of you who Lelieve and do good works to make them masters in the land as 

He had made their ancestors before them, to strengthen the Faith He chose 
for them, and to change their !eats to safety. Let them worship Me and 
serve no other gods bes'des Me" [al-Nur: 55]. "Allah will not break His 
promise" [Al 'Imran: 9]. We ask God Almighty that He make us among those 
believers. 
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The Establishment of an Islamic State 


The establishment of an Islamic state is a religious duty which some Mus- 
lims have denied and others have ignored even though the evidence is clear 
in the Koran that the establishment of an Islamic state is obligatory. 

God Almighty said, "...give judgment among men in accordance with Allah's 
revelations..." [al-Ma'idah: 48]. God says, "Unbelievers are those who do 
not judge in accordance with Allah's revelations" [al-Ma'idah: 44]. In the 
chapter [entitled] al-Nur God Almighty says about the obligatory character 
ot Islamic provisions, "We have revealed this chapter and sanctioned it..." 
[1]. Accordingly, the order to establish the rule of God on this earth is 
the duty of Muslims, and Muslims are obliged to obey the orders of God. 
Accordingly, the establishment of an Islamic state is the religious duty of 
Muslims because their duty will not have been completed otherwise. Muslims 
are obliged to complete their duty. If that state can only be established 
by strife, then it is our duty to fight. 


Muslims are unanimous about the fact that establishing the Islamic succes- 
sion is obligatory. Proclamation of the succession depends on the existence 
of the seed, which is the Isiamic state. Anyone who dies without pledging 
his allegiance to the Islamic state dies the death of umbelievers. Every 
Muslim has to strive in earnest to restore the succession so that this 
would not happen to him. Allegiance here means allegiance to the succession. 


The Land in Which We Live 


There seems to be a question here about whether or not we live in an 
Islamic state. What are the conditions of a state wherein the provisions of 
Islam prevail? Imam Abu Hanifah set forth the opinion that an Islamic 
country becomes a country of unbelievers if three conditions are met 
together. 


1. That the laws of unbelievers prevail in it. 
2. That safety for Muslims is lost. 


3. Proximity or adjacency. That is, that land would be adjacent to a land 
of unbelievers whereby the latter land would become a source of threat to 
Muslims and a reason for their loss of safety. 


Imam Muhammad and Imam Abu Yusuf, companions of Abu Hanifah set forth the 
opinion that the government of a country is subject to the statutes that 
prevail in that country. If the statutes that prevail in a country are 
those of Islam, then the country is an Islamic country. If the statutes 
that prevail are those of unbelievers, then the country is a country of 
unbelievers. (From "Bada'i' al-Sanai'i'' Volume One). Shaykh al-Islam ibn 
Taymiyyah set forth the [following] legal opinion in Volume Four, 
"al-Jihad," of his book "Al-Fatawa" [Formal Religious Opinions]. Ibn 
Tayiniyyah was asked about a country called Mardin, a country that used 
to be governed by Islamic statutes and was then taken over by people who 
established in it a government of unbelievers. When Ibn Taymiyah was 
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asked whether that country was a land of war or of peace, he replied, "Both 
meanings can be found together here. It does not have the standing of a 
land of peace to which the statutes of Islam would apply, and it does not 
have the standing of a land of war whose people are unbelievers. Such a 
country is of a third kind: it is one wherein Muslims are treated according 
to their deserts according tothe law of Islam. The truth is that we find 

no conflict between the statements made by the imams. Abhu Hanifah and 

his colleages did not state that the people of that country were unbelievers. 
Peace [is to be establisehd] with those who deserve it, and war [is to be 
fought] with those who deserve war. For the state is being governed by the 
statues of unbelievers despite the fact that most of its people are Muslims. 


The Ruler Alters What God Has Revealed 


The statutes that prevail over Muslims today are those of unbelievers. They 
are rather laws applied by unbelievers who make Muslims follow them. In the 
chapter, al-Ma'idah, God Almighty says, 'Unbelievers are those who do not judge 
in accordance with Allah's revelations" [44]. After the final disappearance 

of the succession in 1924, all Islamic states were struck down. They were re- 
placed by statutes composed by unbelievers, and the status of Muslim became 
like that of the Tatars. This was established in the exegesis by Ibn Kathir 

of what God Almighty says in the chapter, al-Ma'idah, "Is it pagan laws that 
they wish to be judged by? Who is a better judge than Allah for men whose 
faith is firm?" [50]. 


Ibn Kathir said, "God Almighty disapproves of those who renounced His law, 
which is perfect, encompassing everything that is good and just and forbid- 
ding everything that is evil, to seek other opinions and heretic tendencies 
and conventions which men have prescribed without authority from the law of 
God, as the pre-Islamic pagans did, who ruled by erroneous and misguided 
precepts they themselves forged from their own opinions and heretic tenden- 
cies and as the Tatars did, who governed by royal policies adapted from their 
king, Genghis Khan who wrote "Al-Yasaq" for them. It is an anthology of 
statutes adapted from various Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other religious 
statutes. The book has many statutes that are derived solely from the views 
and heretic tendencies of Genghis Khan, and these became the law which the 
Tatars followed and preferred over the provisions of the Koran and those of 
the Prophetic Tradition. Anyone who does that is an unbeliever who must be 
fought until he goes back to the rule of God and His prophet. Only God 
rules: no majority and no minority." (Ibn Kathir, Volume Two, p 67). 


The kinds of heresies by which the rulers of the age have deviated from 
Islam have become numerous, and the case of all those who follow their 
course is no longer doubtful. This is in addition to the question of 
government. 


In Volume Four, the chapter, "Al-Jihad" page 288 of the book "Al-Fatawa 
al-Kubra" Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah says: "Tt is necessarily known 


23 














about the religion of Muslims, and all Muslims concur, that anyone who 
permits the practice of any religion other than Islam or the following of 
any law other than that of Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, is an unbeliever. Anyone who believes in part of the Koran and does 
uot believe in another part of it is an umnbeliever. God Almighty said, 
'Those that deny Allah and His apostles, and those that draw a line between 
Allah and His apostles, saying: "We believe in some, but deny others,''-- 
thus seeking a middle way--these indeed are the unbelievers. For the unbe- 
lievers We have prepared a shameful punishment' " [al-Nisa': 150]. 


The Rulers of Muslims Today Are in a State of Apostasy 


The rulers of this age are in a state of apostasy from Islam. They've been 
nurtured at the tables of Christian, communist or Zionist colonialism. 

They are Muslims in name only even though they may pray and fast and claim 
to be Muslims. The established tradition [dictates] that the punishment 

ot one who renounces Islam is greater than that of one who remained an 
infidel. Aspects of such punishment are numerous. Among these is that an 
apostate is to be killed even though he were unable to engage in combat. 
Unlike someone who remained an infidel and who is not qualified to fight 
for Islam, the one who remained an infidel is not to be killed, according 
to many scholars like Abu Hanifah, Malik and Ahmad. Therefore, it is the 
doctrine of the public, as it is that of Malik, al-Shafi'i and Ahmad, that 
an apostate is to be killed. Another aspect of the punishment for apostasy 
is that an apostate may not inherit or marry, and the animal he slaughters 
and offers as a sacrifice may not be consumed. This is unlike the punish- 
ment for the basic infidel. There are other provisions [as well]. If apos- 
tasy from the basis of religion is a greater [sin] than that of not 
believing in the basis of religion, then renouncing the laws of religion is 
a greater [sin] than that of not believing in the basis of religion. Apos- 
tasy is a greater [sin] than that of one who did not accept its laws in the 
first place. Ibn Taymiyyah says [the following] on page 293: 


"Customary practice has established that the punishment for one who 
renounces Islam is greater in numerous aspects than the punishment for one 
who is an unbeliever in the first place. Among these differences in punish- 
ment is that an apostate is to be killed in all cases. Unlike the basic 
unbeliever, no head tax is to be placed on an apostate and he is not to 
be granted a covenant of protection. [Another difference in the punishment | 
is that an apostate is to be killed even though he cannot fight. This is 
unlike the basic unbeliever who is not among the people who fight for 
Islam. Most scholars, Like Abu Hanifah, Malik, and Ahmad do not think that 
basic unbelievers are to be killed. Therefore, it has been the doctrine 
of the public that an apostate is to be killed. This is also the doctrine 
of Malik, al-Shafi'i and Ahmad. Another punishment is that one who renoun- 
ces Islam may not inherit or marry, and the animal he slaughters to offer 
as a sacrifice may not be consumed. This is unlike the punishment of the 
basic  umbeliever. There are other provisions as well. If renouncing the 
basis of religion is a greater [sin] than that of not believing in the 
basis of religion, then renouncing the laws of religion is a greater [sin] 
than that of departing from those laws by one who never believed in them in 
the first place. What is the attitude of Muslims toward those people?" 
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Ibn Taymiyah also says in the same chapter, page 281: "Each group of people 
that departs from one of the manifest and successive laws of Islam must be 
fought with the agreement of Islamic leaders even though these groups may 
profess their belief that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is 

His prophet. If they professed their belief that there is no God but Allah 
and that Muhammad is His prophet and refrained from performing the five 
prayers, they must be fought until they [observe the five prayers]. If they 
refrain from giving alms, they are to be fought until they do so. Also, if 
they refrain from fasting during the month of Ramadan; if they do not per- 
form the pilgrimage; if they refrain from forbidding adultery, incestuous 
marriage, gambling, the consumption of alcohol or other such activities that 
are forbidden by law; if they refrain from making judgment on matters of blood, 
money, honor and property according to the Xoran and the Tradition; and also 
if they refrain from enjoining justice and forbidding evil and fighting 
against unbelievers, they are to be fought until they surrender and pay the 
head tax submissively. They are also to be fought if they come up with 
heretical doctrines that conflict with the Koran and the Sunna and if they 
follow the ways of their ancestors, such as showing their lack of fait in 
the names and works of God, denying the works and characteristics of God, 
denying his power and His divine decree, or denying the status of Muslims 
during the age of the Orthodox Caliphs. About discrediting the early ances- 
tors, who emigrated with the prophet; about discrediting the prophet's 
followers in Madinah and those who succeeded them with good deeds; about 
fighting Muslims until Muslims yielded to them, which required that they 
depart from the law of Islam; and about similar such matters God Almighty 
said, "Make war on them until idolatry is no more and Allah's religion 
reigns supreme" [al-Anfal: 39]. 


God Almighty said, "Believers, have fear of Allah and waive what is still due 
to you from usury, if your faith be true; or war shall be declared against you 
by Allah and His apostle" [Al-Baqarah: 278]. These verses were revealed to 
the people of al-Ta'if when they embraced Islam and observed prayer and 

the fast but refrained from waiving usury. God indicated to them that they 
would have to answer to Him and to His prophet if they did not stop practic- 
ing usury, which is the last thing God forbade. Usury is what is taken 
without the approval of its owner. If those people go against God and His 
prophet, they must be fought. And if those people are to be fought, how 
about those who renounce many or most of the Islamic rites, like the 

Tatars? Islamic scholars concur that if a group of people refuse to observe 
the manifest, successive duties of Islam, they must be fought. If they pro- 
fess their faith that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is His 
prophet and refuse to pray; give alms; fast during the month of Ramadan: 
perform the pilgrimage; accept judgment among themselves according to the 
Koran and the Sunna or forbid adultery, fornication, alcohol, incentuous mar- 
riage, the undue taking of others' lives and money, the practice of usury, 
gambling, fighting for unbelievers or imposing a head tax on people of the 
book and other such laws of Islam, they are to be fought until the religion 
of God reigns supreme. 


A Comparison Between the Tatars and Today's Rulers 


1. It is evident from Ibn Kathir's exegesis of God Almighty's words, "Is it 
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payan laws that they wish to be judged by? Who is a better judge than Allah 
for men whose faith is firm?" [al-Ma'idah: 50], found on page 6 of this 
book, that he did not draw a distinction between anyone who may deviate 
from what God has ordained and the Tatars. Actually, the fact that the 
Tatars were governed by "al-Yasaq," [a code of law] adapted from various 
Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other religious laws and containing also many 
provisions taken from the views and heretic tendencies of Genghis Khan, 
makes [that code] undoubtedly less criminal than the statutes devised by 
the West which have nothing to do with Islam or any of [its] laws. 


2. In a question directed to Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah by a zealous 
Muslim, the man who asked the question described the situation of the 
Tatars and said, "About those Tatars who come to Syria again and again 
professing that they believe in one God only and that Muhammad is His 
prophet and renouncing their former state of unbelief, must they be 
fought? What are the legal consequences for those whom the Tatars forcibly 
took with them? (They forced Muslims to join their army; that is, they had 
mandatory conscription for them). What are the legal consequences for those 
who are scholars, experts in jurisprudence, Sufis and the like who may 

be with their soldiers? What is to be said about those who claim to be 
Muslims and who claim that their fighters are Muslims [when] both of them 
are sinners and none of them is fighting the other?" This is the same 
judicial error that exists today, and we will explain that, God willing. 
("Al-Fatawa al-Kubra" page 280, problem 281 '516'). 


3. In describing the Tatars Ibn Taymiyyah says, "The rulers in their 
country were the worst people. They were either hypocritical atheists who 
deep inside did not believe in Islam--that is, they appeared to be 
Muslims--or they were heretics of the worst kind: Rafidites, (Jahamiyah), 
(al-Anhariyah) and other such heretics; or they were the most immora! and 
the most sinful people in their country. Although they were able, they did 
not perform the pilgrimage, and although some of them prayed and fasted, 
the majority of them did not pray and did not pay alms." Is not this what 
is happening [here]? 


4. They fight over the kingdom of Genghis Khan--the name of their king. 
Anyone who yields to them may become their ruler, even though he may be an 
unbeliever; and anyone who does not obey them, even though he may be the 
best of Muslims, becomes their enemy. They do not fight for Islam; they 

do not impose a head tax; and they do not impose humility. Instead, the 
objective of many of these Muslims, starting with their princes and their 
ministers, is to have the Muslim be like the Jews and the Christians they 
glorify. ("Al-Fatawa," page 286). 


Note: Are not these the same characteristics of the rulers of the age and 
their retinue who are loyal to them, glorifying the rulers more than they 
are glorifying their Creator? 


5. On page 287 Shaykh al-Islam adds a description of the followers of 
Genghis Khan. He writes that those who appeared to be Muslims treated 
Muhammad as though he were Genghis Khan. "Although they appeared to be 














Muslims, they glorified Genghis Khan and they fought Muslims. In fact, the 
greatest of those unbelievers offered their obedience to Genghis Khan. 

They were guided by hin; they carried money to him; they assigned their 
proxies to him; and they did not disobey his orders unless those who dis- 
obeyed the imam disobeyed him. They fought Muslims, and they were assisted 
[in this] by those most hostile to Muslims. They asked Muslims to obey 
them, to spend money and to participate in whatever the unbeliever king 
who worshiped other gods devised for them. This king was like a pharoah, a 
Nimrod, or people like them. In fact, his evil on earth is greater than 
theirs." 


6. Ibn Taymiyyah adds, "Anyone who submits to their pre-Islamic ignorance 
and follows their unbelieving ways becomes their friend, and anyone who dis- 
agrees with them becomes their enemy, even if he were one of God's prophets, 
messengers or holy men" (page 288). 


7. Shaykh al-Islam speaks about the courts in the age of the Tatars and says, 
"And so is it with their licentious minister, who is called the wise one. de 
makes judgments about such people and prefers evil Muslims such as the 
Rafidites and al-Malahidah (apostates) to the best Muslims, the scholars and 
the faithful so that those who assume responsibility for the courts are 
closer to being immoral, atheistic and unbelievers in God and His prophet and 
can get the approval of unbelieving and hypocritical Jews, of Carmathians 
(al-Qaramidah), al-Malahidah and the Rafidites for what they want more than 
anything. For the Muslims who are there they pretend to follow what is 


inescapable in islamic law. Even their malicious, atheistic and hypocri- 
tical minister came up with a statement to the effect that the prophet, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation, accepted the religion of Jews 
and Christians and that He did not deny them their religion. [Therefore], 
they were not to be maligned or denied their religion, and they were not 
to be ordered to adopt Islam. This ignorant, malicious man cited God's 
statement, ‘Say: 'Unbelievers, I do not serve what you worship, nor do 
you serve what I worship. I shall never serve what you worship, nor will 
you ever serve what I worship. You have your own religion, and I have mine" 
' [al-Kafirun: 1-6]. He said this verse was accurate and was not abro- 
gated."" Is not the Tatar minister the same kind of man as he who came up 
with [the idea of ] "the religious fraternity" and the "Religious Complex?" 
The latter, in fact, is more horrible and more criminal. 


This is a collection of Ibn Taymiyyah's formal religious opinions that may 
be helpful in this age. 


Hence it behooves us to convey some of Ibn Taymiyyah's opinions on the 
government of those people. We had mentioned his opinion on the government 
of Mardin which was ruled by the Tatars by laws that combined Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim laws as well as those [dictated by] reason and heretic 
tendencies. He said, "As to whether it is a country of war or one of peace, 
[it is both since] it combines both senses. It does not have the standing 
of a country of peace wherein the provisions of Islam would be applied 
because its soldiers are Muslims. And it does not have the standing of a 
country of war whose people are unbelievers. It rather falls into a third 
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category wherein a Muslim is treated according to his deserts, and he who 
departs from the law of Islam is fought according to his deserts [as well]." 


What Is the Opinion on Helping and Supporting Them? 


In reply to this question Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah says on page 280, 
in the chapter, "Al-Jihad," "It is forbidden to help those who depart from 
the law of Islam, whether they are citizens of Mardin or others. If 
people living in Mardin are not able to practice their religion there, 
they would have to emigrate. This would be desirable, although not 
required. It is forbidden for Muslims to help the enemies of Muslims with 
their lives and their funds. They must refrain from that by any means: by 
being absent, by protesting or by retaliating. If they can only do so by 
emigrating, then so be it. Ibn Taymiyyah adds, referring to the people of 
Mardin who help the Tatars, the ruling authority, "In general they may 
not be reviled for hypocrisy, but reviling and accusing them of hypocrisy 
apply to the aforementioned characteristics in the Koran and the Sunna, and 
this applies to some of the people of Mardin and to others as well." 
That is, it does not apply to all of them. 


Page 280, problem 513 is about a soldier who does not want to serve. If 
such service would benefit Muslims and if he is capable of pertorming that 
service, he must not relinquish it for anything that does not benefit Mus- 
lims. God and His prophet made fighting in a holy war better than voluntary 
prayer and voluntary fasting, and God knows best. 


The Opinion on Their Funds 


Problem 514: If the Tatars were to invade Syria and plunder the funds of 
Christians and Muslims, and then if Muslims were to plunder the Tatars and 
loot their dead, would that plunder be licit or not? 


The reply: Anything taken from the Tatars is enthusiastically advocated 
and utilizing it is allowed. The meaning of this being enthusiastically 
advocated is that what is taken from the Tatars [is considered] spoils. 


The Opinion on Fighting Them 


On page 298 in problem 217 Ibn Taymiyyah says, "Fighting the Tatars who 
came to Syria is a duty according to the Koran and the Sunna. God Almighty 
says in the Koran, "Make war on them until idolatry is no more and Allah's 
religion reigns supreme" [al-Anfal: 39]. Religion means obedience. If par- 
tial obedience is due to the religion of God and the rest is due to other 
than God, fighting becomes required so that God's religion may become 
supreme. Therefore, God Almighty said, "Believers, have fear of Allah and 
waive what is still due to you from usury, if your faith be true; or war 
shall be declared against you by Allah and His apostle" [The Cow: 278]. 
This verse was revealed to the people of al-Ta'if when they embraced Islam 
and observed the prayers and the fast but did not abandon usury. God showed 
them that they were going against Him and His prophet. If those people are 
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going against God and His prophet and must be fought, how about those who 
renounce many of the laws of Islam or the majority of them, like the Tatars 
did? Muslim scholars concur that if a group of people refuse to perform 
some obvious Islamic duties, they must be fought. If they profess ctheir 
faith that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is His prophet but 
refuse to pray; to give alms; to fast during the month of Ramadan; to per- 
form the pilgrimage; to accept judgment among them in accordance with the 
Koran and the Sunna; or to forbid atrocities, alcohol, incest, the undue 
killing or plunder of others, gambling or fighting for unbelievers; or if 
they impose a head tax on the people of the book and other such Islamic 
laws, they are to be fought until the religion of God becomes supreme. It 
was established in "Al-Sahihayn" that when ‘Umar debated Abu Bakr about 
those who refrained from giving alms, Abu Bakr told him, "How can I not 
fight one who even though he says he is a Muslim, renounces the duties 

that were required by God and His prophet such as the giving of alms?" 

He said, "The giving of alms is a duty. By God, if I were given the leash 
of a camel that was to be given for the prophet of God, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, I would fight them for doing so." 


'Umar said, "No sooner had I seen that God had opened Abu Bakr's heart 

to fight than I realized that it was right. It was established in 
"Al-Sahih" more than once that the prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation, spoke of al-Khawarij [backsliders] and said, "You demean 
your prayer by comparing your prayer with theirs and you demean your 
fasting and your reading of the Koran by comparing your fasting and your 
reading of the Koran with theirs. Their reading of the Koran does not come 
from the heart, and they deviate from Islam just as an arrow deviates from 
a targeted prey. Wherever you find them, kill them. Anyone who kills them 
will be rewarded by God on the Judgment Day. If you catch up with them, 
kill them in an ordinary fashion. 


[Our] ancestors and imams concur that such people are to be fought. ‘Ali 
ibn Abu Talib, may God be pleased with him, was the first one to fight 

them when Muslims were still insubordinate early in the caliphate of the , 
Umayyads and the ‘Abbasids. Al-Hajjaj and his deputies were among those who 
fought Abu Talib. All Muslim imams ordered that the Tatars and those like 
them--like the rulers of today--be fought. Their departure from the law of 
Islam is greater than that of those who prevent the giving of alms and of 
the backsliders of al-Ta'if who refused to abandon usury. Anyone who has 
doubts about fighting them is the most ignorant of people about the Islamic 
religion. They are to be fought wherever they must be fought, even though 
there may be some among them who are forced. 


Is Fighting Them Like Fighting Transgressors? 


On page 283 in the chapter, "'a1-Jihad," Ibn Taymiyyah says, "Some people 
may believe that those Tatars are outrageous, proven transgressors and may 
judge them in the same way they would judge those who prevent the giving of 
alms and the backsliders." We will show, God willing, the falsehood of this 
delusion. On page 296 Ibn Taymiyyah says, "As the prophet said, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation, in the true Tradition, anyone who is 
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killed without his money is a martyr; anyone who is killed without his 

blood is a martyr; and anyone who is kiiied without respect is a martyr. 

How about fighting those who departed from the laws of Islam? How about 
those who are fighting for God and for His prophet against those about whom 
the least that can be said is their attacks and their wrongdoings. Fighting 
those attackers who are wrongdoers is confirmed in the Sunna and in the 
unanimous opinion of authorities. Those people attack Muslims physically; 
they attack their property; and they wrong them. Muslims are rendered 
immune from the evil of the proven wrongdoers. But those who claimed 

they were fighting as the proven wrongdoers were fighting have to have a 
credible explanation for that. Such an explanation was brought forth. There- 
fore, they said the imam corresponded with them: if they mentioned some- 
thing that was obscure, he explained it, and if they mentioned something 
that was unjust, he removed it. What obscurity is there about those who 
fight God and His prophet, who are sowing evil on earth and violating the 
laws of religion? They say they are more knowledgeable about the Islamic 
religion and that they practice it more closely than that group. 


The Opinion of Those Who Put Them in Charge against Muslims 


On page 291 in the chapter, "Al-Jihad," Ibn Taymiyyah says, "The opinion of 
all the military commanders and non-commanders who hastened to them is the 
same as theirs. The apostasy from Islam that exists in their midst is as 
much as there are apostates from the laws of Islam. If [our] ancestors did 
hear that those who prevented the giving of alms were apostates even though 
they fasted and prayed and were not fighting Muslims, how about those who 
allied themselves with the enemies of God and His prophet and killed 
Muslims?" On page 293 Ibn Taymiyyah says, "Thus it becomes evident that 
anyone who was originally a Muslim [and renounced his faith] is worse than 
the Turks who were unbelievers. If one who is originally a Muslim 
renounces some of the laws of Islam, he is worse off than someone who has 
not yet embraced these laws as a jurist, a Sufi, a merchant, a writer or 
anything else. Those who renounce Islam are worse than the Turks who did 
not espouse these laws and who insisted on their non-belief. Therefore, 
Muslims find that those who renounce Islam inflict more damage on the 
religion than others who are led into Islam and its laws and who obey God 
and His prophet more easily than those who renounced some of the religion 
and dissembled [obedience to it] in some [aspects], even though they 
feigned a claim to knowledge and faith." | 


The Opinion on Those Who Fight in Their Ranks Despite Themselves 


Also on page 292 Ibn Taymiyyah says, "No one who claims Islam to be his 
religion would join them unless he was a hypocrite, a freethinker or a 
licentious sinner. Anyone who is forced to go with them should stick to 

his intentions. We have to fight all the soldiers; we make no distinction 
between a soldier who is forced and one who is not." A warning to those 

who are forced is on page 295 of the chapter, "Al-Jihad."" [bn Taymiyyah 
warns those who are forced [to join unbelievers] and says, "Anyone who is 
forced to fight in a civil strife should not. He is to ruin his weapon and 
wait patiently until he is unjustly killed. How can one who is forced to 
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fight, fight Muslims for a group that is violating the laws of Islam, like 
those who prevent the giving of alms, the apostates and those like them? 
There is no doubt that if one is forced to fight [against Muslims], he 
would have to do this: he is not to fight even if Muslims were to kill him. 
Though he may hate to die, he is not to preserve his life by killing 
another. The opposite course is more deserving. He may not be unjust to 
another and kill him to avoid being killed himself." 


Opinions and Heretic Tendencies 


But there are opinions in the Islamic field about ousting those rulers and 
establishing the rule of God Almighty. How sound are these opinions? 


Charitable Societies 


There are those who say that we are setting up societies subordinate to 
the state and that these societies urge people to pray, to give alms and 
to do charitable deeds. Prayer, alms and charitable deeds are orders from 
God Almighty which we must not neglect. But if we were to ask whether all 
these deeds and prayers will establish the Islamic state, the immediate 
answer that would not require the least amount of thought would be no. 
This is in addition to the fact that these societies are basically subject 
to the state; they are registered with the state and they are operated 

in accordance with its orders. 


Obedience, Education and Frequency of Prayer 


There are those who say that we are to occupy ourselves with obedience to 
God, with educating Muslims and spending our efforts in worshiping God 
because all this degradation that we are living in is the result of our 
sins and our deeds, being inflicted upon us. An argument sometimes used to 
make this point is that wise saying attributed to Malik ibn Dinar who said, 
"God Almighty said, I am God, the King of Kings. I have power over the 
hearts of kings. He who obeys me will enjoy the mercy of those kings, but 
he who disobeys me, shall find misfortune from those kings. Don't worry 
yourselves because of the kings. Repent and I shall make them show you 
kindness." 


Actually, anyone who thinks that this piece of wisdom supplants the two 
duties of fighting against the infidels and obeying the order to enjoin 
justice and forbid evil is imperiling himself and imperiling those who 
obey him and listen to him. Anyone who really wants to be engaged in the 
highest forms of obedience and worship will have to fight against unbeliev- 
ers for the cause of God. He is also not to neglect the remaining pillars 
of Islam. The prophet of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, 
describes fighting against unbelievers as the greatest honor in Islam. 
The prophet says, "Anyone who has not [taken part in an] attack or who 

has not talked himself into [participating in an] attack against unbeliev- 
ers dies the death of pre-Islamic ignorance or the partial death of a 
hypcrite. Therefore, the soldier of God, ‘Abdallah ibn al-—Mubarak, who 
moved the deserving to tears, said: 








"lf you were to enlighten us, O servant of the two Holy places, 
"You would know that you were toying with worshipers; 

"Tears streak their cheeks, 

"But it is our blood that streaks our throats." 


Some people say that political activity hardens the heart and keeps one 
from remembering God. It were as though such people were ignoring what 

the prophet said, "The best fight for the cause of God is a word of truth 
spoken to a tyrant." The truth states, "Anyone who proposes such ideas 
either does not understand Islam or is a coward who does not wish to stand 
firmly for what God has decreed." 


The Establishment of an Islamic Party 


Some people say that we have to establish an Islamic party and to list 

it with the other existing parties. Actually, this only adds to the num- 
ber of charitable societies another that is a party which discusses poli- 
tics. Besides, the purpose for which this party was being established, 

that of destroying the state of unbelievers, would be pursued through 

the party. However, establishment of an Islamic party would only accomplish 
the opposite since it would be building up the state of unbelievers. 
People in that party would be sharing their opinions and becoming members 
of legislative bodies which legislate measures that disregard God. 


Making an Effort To Obtain Positions 


There are those who say that Muslims have to make an effort to obtain posi- 
tions. [Vacancies] are to be filled with Muslim physicians and Muslim engi- 
neers. The regime of unbelievers would thus fall by itself without any 
further effort, and a Muslim ruler would come about. Anyone who may have 
heard such a statement for the first time may have thought it was a piece 
of fiction or a joke, but the fact is that there are people on the Islamic 
scene who rationalize matters in this way. Not only is there no evidence 
for such a statement in the Koran and the Sunna, reality would prevent 

its realization. No matter how many Muslim physicians and engineers we 
have, they too are builders of the state, and no Muslim will get a cabinet 
position unless he is completely loyal to the regime. 


Proselytizing only and Forming a Broad Base 


There are those who say that all that has to be done to establish an 
[Islamic] state is proselytize and establish a broad base. This would not 
bring about the [Islamic] state even though some people have used this 
point as the basis for their refusal to take part in fighting against -un- 
believers. The truth is that it will be the faithful minority that will 
establish [this] state. Those who abide by the orders of God and the Sunna 
of His prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, have always 
been a minority. The evidence for this lies in the statement of God 
Almighty, "Yet few of My servants are truly thankful" [Sheba: 13]. God 
Almighty [also] said, "If you obeyed the greater part of mankind, they 
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would lead you away from Allah's path" [al-An'am: 116]. This is the law 
of God on His earth. Where then are we to find these large numbers that 
we hope for? God Almighty says, "Yet strive as you may, most men will not 
believe" [Yusuf: 103]. Victory for Islam does not lie in numbers; God 
Almighty says, "Many a small band has, by Allah's grace, vanquished a 
mighty army. Allah is with those who endure with fortitude" { al-Baqarah: 
249]. God Almighty [also] says, "In the Battle of Hunayn you set great 
store by your numbers, but they availed you nothing: the earth, for all 
its vastness, seemd to close in upon you and you turned your backs and 
fled" [al-Tawbah: 25]. | 


The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, says, "God can 
remove fear from the hearts of your enemies and make you disheartened," 
when he was asked, "Are we not few in numbers today, O Prophet of God?" 
He said, "You are many in numbers and as rich as the flood." 


How can proselytizing be so broadly successful when all the means of the 
media are controlled by unbelievers and godless people who fight the 
religion of God? A truly beneficial effort is that which would be made 

to liberate these media agencies from the hands of those people. It is 
known that as soon as victory is achieved and we establish our control, 
there will be compliance. God Almighty says, "When Allah's help and victory 
come, and you see men embrace His faith in multitudes, give glory to your 
Lord and seek His pardon" [al-Nasr: 1-3]. 


In reviewing this point our Lord finds those who reply that in order to 
apply Islam to people, they would have to be Muslims so as to comply with 
Islam and not fail in doing so. Anyone who makes such statements is only 
unwittingly accusing Islam of being lacking and weak. This religion which 
can be applied to all times and all places can set a course for Muslims, 
for unbelievers, for godless people, for good people, for knowledgeable 
people and for ignorant people. If people are living under the laws of 
unbelievers, how would it be if they were to find themselves living under 
the law of Islam which is all justice? 


Anyone who construes what I am saying to mean that [1 am advocating] that 
proselytizing Islam be stopped misunderstands me. Basically, Islam must be 
taken as a whole. This, however, is a reply to those who made their ques- 
tion that of forming a broad base and postponing for that reason or suspen- 
ding the effort to fight for God. 


Emigration 


There are those who say that the way to establish an Islamic state is to 
immigrate to anther country, establish the state there, and then return 

as conquerors. To spare the efforts of those people [we say] they are to 
establish the Islamic state in their country, and then leave their country 
as conquerors. Is this emigration legitimate or not? To reply to this ques- 
tion, let us consider the kinds of emigration mentioned in the Sunna in 

the exegesis of the prophetic tradition. Anyone who leaves [his country ] 
seeking God and His prophet, immigrates to [the kingdom of ] God and His 
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prophet. Anyone who leaves [his country] seeking another or leaves to marry 
a woman will be disillusioned. Ibn Hajar says, "To renounce something is to 
forgo that to something else."' In the revealed law it is, "to renounce 
what God forbad." Emigration in Islam had two purposes: 


The first was that of moving from a country of fear to one of safety, as 
was the emigration from Abyssinia and the beginning of the emigration from 
Mecca to al-Madinah. 


The second purpose was emigration from a country of unbelievers to that 
of the faithful. This became a purpose for emigration after the prophet, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation, settled in al-Madinah, and 
Muslims who were able immigrated there to him. There is nothing curious 
here for there are those who say that they will immigrate to the mountain 
and then come back to meet the pharoah as Moses did. After that God would 
bury pharoah and his soldiers. All these wild fantasies have only resulted 
from the fact that the only true and licit method of establishing the 
Islamic state has been abandoned. What then is that proper method? God 
Almighty says, "Fighting is obligatory for you, much as you dislike it. But 
you may hate a thing although it is good for you, and love a thing although 
it is bad for you" [al-Baqarah: 216]. God Almighty says, "Fight against 
them until idolatry is no more and Allah's religion reigns supreme" 
[al-Baqarah: 193]. 


Preoccupation with the Search for Knowledge 


There are those who say that now the way [to fight for God] lies in 
becoming preoccupied with the search for knowledge. [They say], "How can we 
fight for God when we are ignorant? The search for knowledge is obliga- 
tory."' However, we have not heard any statement permitting one to set aside 
one lawful command or Islamic duty in order to seek knowledge, especially 
if that duty is that of fighting non-believers. How can we set aside a duty 
that is obligatory for one that is discretionary? How can we teach the 
least [important] laws and desirable modes of conduct and advocate them and 
then abandon the duty of glorifying the prophet, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation? How can anyone who has studied something so thoroughly 
that he knows everything about it justify the measure/amount of fighting 
and the punishment for delaying it or falling short in fulfilling it? Any- 
one who says that teaching is his way of fighting for God has to know that 
fighting is his duty because God Almighty says, "Fighting is obligatory to 
you." It is known that a man professed his faith in God and His prophet in 
front of the prophet and then went to the battlefield. Before doing any- 
thing else in the way of acquiring knowledge or worshiping God, he fought 
[on the battlefield] until he was killed. The prophet, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, told him that there would be a great reward for 
the small effort he did make. The prophet defined knowledge: anyone who 
teaches that prayer is obligatory has to pray; anyone who teaches that 
fasting is obligatory has to fast; and also anyone who teaches that 
fighting is obligatory has to fight. Anyone who claims ignorance of the 
rules for fighting, has to know that the rules of Islam are easy and uncom- 
plicated to those with sincere intentions. Accordingly, he is to resolve to 
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light for God, and after that the rules of fighting for God can be studied 
easily in a very short period of time. The matter does not need. . . [incom- 
plete sentence]. 


Anyone who wants to know more than that can do so. Knowledge is not restric- 
ted to anyone; it is available to all. But using the search for knowledge 

as an excuse to delay the fight for God is no excuse. The soldiers of God 
ever since the [time of the] prophet, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, and in subsequent ages and until a short period of time ago, were not 
scholars. They were the ones who conquered many capitals, and many capitals 
were conquered for God by them. They did not use the search for [general | 
knowledge or knowledge of the Tradition or of jurisprudence as an excuse. 
God made the victory of Islam come at their hands. The scholars of al-Azhar 
did not perform that duty when Napoleon and his soldiers desecrated 
al-Azhar with their horses and their shoes. What did they do about this 
travesty? Knowledge is not the sharp and cutting edge that would eradicate 
unbelievers. But it is rather this weapon that is mentioned to us by God 
Almighty, "Make war on them: Allah will chastise them through you and 

humble them. He will grant you victory over them and heal the spirit of the 
faithful" [al-Tawbah: 14]. We do not belittle the measure of learning and 

of the learned; we do advocate learning, but we do not use it as an excuse 
to abandon duties decreed by God. 


Evidence that the nation of Islam differs from other nations in the matter 
of fighting [follows]: 


God Almighty explains that this nation differs from others in the matter 

of fighting. In nations of the past, God Almighty used natural phenomena 
such as eclipses, floods, storms and wind to inflict His punishment on 
unbelievers. and on the enemies of His religion. This situ’ ‘ion is dif- 
ferent with the nation of Muhammad, may God bless him and g.~ .t him salva- 
tion. God Almighty addresses the [nation of Muhammad] and tells them, "Make 
war on them: Allah will chastise them through you and humble them. He will 
grant you victory over them and heal the spirit of the faithful" 
[al-Tawbah: 14]. This means that first a Muslim has to carry out the order 
to fight. Then God Almighty would intervene with the natural phenomena, and 
victory would thus be achieved by means of the faithful, a victory granted 
by God Almighty. 


Rebelliing against the Ruler 


The explanation of al-Nawawi as told by Jinadah ibn Abu Umayyah is men- 
tioned in "Sahih Muslim."' He said, "We went to 'Ibadah ibn al-Samit when 

he was ill, and we told him, 'Tell us, may God restore you to health, some- 
thing that would benefit the reputation of the prophet of God, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation. He said the prophet asked us to pledge 
allegiance to him, and we did. But we were reproached for pledging our 
allegiance to listen and to obey pleasant and unpleasant things, to do so 
in hardship and prosperity and in the effects these would have on us. We 
pledged not to dispute matters with people and he said [we were not to do 
so] unless we saw evident signs that people did not believe in God, and 


35 








those signs established that fact and were evident. What is meant here by 
unbelief is subversion. This means, one has evidence of this from God. 
That is, one knows it is from the religion of God. Al-Nawawi says in 
explaining the discussion, "Judge 'Ayad said that all scholars concur that 
the position of an imam is not conferred on am unbeliever.. If an imam were 
to become an unbeliever, he would become isolated. He said {an imam would 
also become isolated] if he were not to hold prayer services or call for 
them and do the same thing with the heretic public. He said that some citi- 
zens of Basra said that a man who interprets [the Koran] can become an imam 
and can be assigned to that role. The judge said that if an imam were to 
become an unbeliever; if he were to change the law or introduce something 
novel to it, he would be relieved of his command and he would not be 
obeyed. Muslims would then have to rise against him and depose him and set 
up in his place a just imam if they can. [This pertains] only to a group 
that has to overthrow the unbeliever. (From "Sahih Muslim," the chapter, 
"al-Jihad"). This chapter is also a reply to those who say that fighting 

is not allowed unless it is done under a caliph or a prince. 


Ibn Taymiyyah says, "Every sect that violates any one of the manifest, 
consecutive laws of Islam must be fought with the agreement of the imams of 
Muslims, even though these sects profess their faith that there is only one 
God and that Muhammad is His Prophet." ("Al-Fatawa al-Kubra,'' the chapter, 
"al-Jihad" page 281). 


The Enemy Near by and the Enemy Far Away 


It is being said that the battlefield today is that of liberating 
Jerusalem, the Holy Land. The fact is that liberating the Holy Land is a 
rightful command that is obligatory for all Muslims. But the prophet of 
God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, described a believer as 
someone who is perceptive. That is, he would know what is useful and what 
would bring about change, and he would offer firm, radical solutions. This 
point requires that the following be explained: 


First, fighting an enemy who is nearby takes priority over fighting an 
enemy who is far away. 


Second, Muslim blood will be shed even if victory is achieved. The question 
now is this: Is this victory in the interests of the Islamic state that 
will be established, or is it in the interests of the existing regime of 
unbelievers? Will this victory strengthen the pillars of that state which 
is in violation of the law of God? Those rulers are merely taking advantage 
of the patriotic ideas of those Muslims to achieve non-Islamic objectives 
even though they may appear to be Islamic. The fight must be fought under 
an Islamic banner, under an Islamic leader and under nothing else. 


Third, those rulers are the main reason why colonialism can be found in 
Islamic countries. It is neither feasible nor beneficial to start out by 
eliminating colonialism; it would only be a waste of time. We have to focus 
on our Islamic cause: to establish first the law of God in our country and 
to make God's word supreme. There is no doubt that the first battlefield is 
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that of removing those leaders who do not believe in God and replacing 
them with a regime that is fully Islamic. We would then go forward from 
there. 


\ keplv to Those Who Say That in Islam One Fights for Self-Defense Only 


In t.. .egard it behooves us to teil those who say that in Islam one 
fights to defend [oneself] and that Islam was not spread by the sword that 
that is a false statement which has been repeated by a large number of 
people who are prominent in the field of Islamic missionary activity. The 
correct reply is provided by the prophet of God, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation, when he was asked what [was meant by] fighting for 
the cause of God. He said, "Anyone who fights so that God's word would 

be supreme is fighting for the cause of God." War in Islam, offensive or 
defensive, is fought to make God's word supreme on this earth. Islam was 
spread by the sword, but that was done against the leaders of nonbelievers 
who kept Islam away from the people. When Islam was not kept away from 
people, no one was forced to adopt it. It is the duty of Muslims to take 
up their swords against leaders who hide truth [from people] and show them 
falsehood. Otherwise, people will not know truth in their hearts. Read 
with me a letter to Heraclius from the prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation. This was reported by ibn ‘Abbas in "Sahih of al-Bukhari," 
and this is its text. 


"In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate: from Muhammad, God's 
servant and messenger, to Heraclius, the leader of the Romans: 


"Peace to those whofollow the right path. I invite you to espouse Islam. 
If you become a Muslim, you will be safe, and your rewarc from God shall 
be doubled. If you seize power, I will invite you to become a Muslin, and 
then I will invite the peasants [to become Muslims]: 'People of the Book, 
let us come to an agreement: that we will worship none but Allah, that we 
will associate none with Him, and that none of us shall set up mortals as 
gods beside Him'" [al-‘'Imran: 64]. 


To that the prophet's letter to Khosrow also adds, "In the name of God, the 
Merciful, the Compassionate: From Muhammad, the prophet of God to Khosrow, 
the leader of Persia. Peace to those who follow the right path; believe 

in God and His prophet; and profess that there is no God but Allah and that 
Muhammad is His servant and His prophet. I am extending to you God's invi- 
tation for I am the prophet of God, and I am extending that invitation to 
all the people to warn whomever is alive. Let the truth be said to unbeliev- 
ers, 'If you adopt Islam, you will be safe.' If you refuse, the sin of the 
adherents of Mazdaism will be upon you." (This was set forth by Hazir 
through ibn Ishaq). 


Al-Bayqi set forth the text of the prophet's letter to the people of 
Namran. That letter is [as follows]: In the name of the God of Ibrahim, 
Ishaq and Ya'qub from Muhammad, the prophet of God to the archbishop and 
the people of Najran: Peace be with you. To you I praise the God of 
Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya'qub. I invite you to worship God and to leave the 
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worship of mankind. I invite you to the kingdom of God away from the king- 
dom of mankind. If you refuse, you will have to pay the head tax. If you 
refuse that, you will thereby have made a declaration of war. Peace [be 
with you]." 


The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, sent similar let- 
ters to al-Muqawqas, to the king of al-Yamamah, to al-Mundhir ibn Sawi, the 
leader of Bahrain, to al-Harith ibn Ali Shammar al-Ghassani, to al-Harith 
ibn 'Abd Kalal al-Himayri, to the two kings of Oman and to others [as well]. 


The al-Sayf Verse 


Most interpreters of the Koran spoke about one of its verses, and they 
called it the al-Sayft [Sword] verse. This is the verse as stated by God Al- 
mighty: "When the sacred months [i.e., Shawwal, Dhu al-Qa'dah, Dhu 
al-Hijjah and Muharram] are over, slay the idolaters wherever you find 
them. Arrest them, besiege them, and lie in ambush everywhere for them" 
[al-Tawbah: 5]. 


In explaining the verse al-Hafiz ibn Kathir said, "Al-Dahhak ibn Mazahim 
said that it repeals every pledge between the prophet, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, and anyone of the idolaters; it repeats every 
contract and every extension [thereof ]."" Al-'Awfi says that ibn 'Abbas said 
this about this verse: "None of the idolaters had any pledge or covenant 
ever since it was innocently revealed." 


Al-Hafiz Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Jazi al-Kalbi, the author of 
"Tafsir al-Tashil li 'Ulum al-Tanzil" says, "What has been mentioned about 
making peace with unbelievers, for, iving them, refraining from doing them 
harm is hereby revoked and priority is given to the order to kill them so 
that this would not be repeated. There are 114 such verses in 54 chapters 
of the Koran which are revoked by God's statement, "Slay the idolaters 
wherever you find them" and "Fighting is obligatory for you." 


Al-Husayn ibn Fadl said that this verse revoked every verse in the Koran 
that mentioned refraining from hurting enemies and patience. One is sur- 
prised by those who cite the revoked verses which advocate that war and 
fighting were to be renounced. 


In the chapter on "Shunning Idolaters" Imam Abu 'Abuallah Muhammad ibn Hazm 
who died in 56 [A.H.] says in "al-Nasikh wa al-Mansukh:" "By saying 'Slay 
the idolaters wherever you find them,' God revoked 114 verses in 48 chap- 
ters [of the Koran]. We will mention these, God willing, at their proper 
place."' End of quotation. 


Imam al-Muhaqqiq Abu al-Qasim Hibah Allah ibn Salamah says, " "Slay the 
idolaters wherever you find them' is the third verse [sic] that revokes 
124 verses in the Koran. The latter verse revokes a former one, which is 
God Almighty's statement, "If they repent and take to prayer and pay the 
alms-tax, let them go their way" [al-Tawbah: 5]. ("Al-Nasikh wa 
al-—Mansukh"). 
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If You Find Those Who Have Become Infidels, Break Their Necks 


(Al-Sadi) and al-Dahhak say, "The al-Sayf verse is revoked by the verse, 
'When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefield, strike off their heads 
and when you have laid them low, bind your captives firmly. Then grant 

them their freedom or take ransom from them' [Muhammad: 4]. This verse 

is harsher on idolaters than that of al-Sayf."' Qatadah says, "Quite the 
contrary. I do not know anyone who d.sagreed about what was being revoked 
except al-Suyuti who said in the book, "al-Ittifaq,"' 'The command in times 
of weakness and scarcity that one exercise patience and forgiveness and the 
revocation of that command by requiring war is not in fact a revocation. It 
is rather a form of deferment, as God Almighty said, or we are postponing 
war. The command to war is postponed until Muslims are strengthened. In 
cases of weakness, the wisdom is that one must tolerate harm.'' Thus what 
has been stated constantly by many about this verse being revoked by the 
al-Sayf verse is weakened. This is not so; it is a matter of deferment. 
Qatadah said he reminded his community of what was mentioned in the letter, 
of the timing and of the objective, such as God's statement in the chapter, 
al-Baqarah, 'Forgive them and bear with them until Allah makes known His 
will' "[109]. What al-Suyuti has to say ends here. 


Although al-Suyuti disagrees with all previous statements, there is no 
doubt that what was stated first is correct. In addition, anyone who under- 
stood the statement that the verses about pardon and forgiveness were not 
revoked and that they meant the duties of war and of enjoining good and 
forbidding evil were revoked was wrong. Anyone who thinks that this means 
that the duty of war is no longer a duty is wrong. The prophet of God, may 
God bless him and grant him salvation, says "The holy war goes on till the 
Judgment Day." On page 227 of the book, " 'Ilm Usul al-Figh" [The Prin- 
ciples of Jurisprudence], Mr 'Abd—al-Wahab Khallaf says that the fact that 
the holy war is to continue till the Judgment Day indicates that the war 
goes on as long as the world goes on. 


Suspending the holy war under the pretext of deferring it is not only a hal- 
ting of invasion, it is also a halting of the intention to invade. The 
danger of this lies in the prophet's statement, "Anyone who has not con- 
quered or who has not thought about conquest dies the death of pre-Islamic 
ignorance." What is agreed upon ‘s that Muslims must be strong in order 

to fight, but how would they achieve that strength if they defer the duty 
of war? God Almighty says, "Had they intended to set forth with you, they 
would have prepared themselves for war" [al-Tawbah: 46]. The fact that one 
does not want to set forth would be followed by abandoning preparations. A 
Muslim who suspends the duty of war will not likely take up the trappings 
of force. The prophet says, "If people withhold their funds, pledge their 
allegiance piecemeal, abandon the fight for the cause of God and follow the 
tails of cows, God will afflict them with distress from the sky and He will 
not remove this distress from them until they go back to their religion." 


The Positions of Muslims in Combat 


Throughout the ages Muslim armies have been few in number and materiel. 











They faced armies that were many times their numbers. Some people protest 
that this is a peculiarity of the prophet, may God bless him and grant him 
salvation, and of his noble companions. The reply to that is that God's pro- 
mise of victory is permanent as long as the skies and land exist. [The 
reader] can find out what happened with Zahir al-Din Babir who faced the 
Indian king, (Dana Sanamji) with an army of only 20,000 [soldiers]. The 

army of the Indian king consisted of 200,000 [soldiers]. The Muslim leader 
achieved victory after repenting [the sin] of consuming alcohol. And there 
are many other examples. 


There are those who claim that we are living in a Meccan society, trying 
thereby to obtain a license to forego laboring for the cause of God. Any- 
one who places himself in a Meccan society to forego the duty of laboring 
for God has to forego fasting and praying and accept usury since usury 

was only forbidden in al-Madinah. The proper way [of looking at this 
matter] is to realize that Mecca {and Meccan society] refer to a period of 
time, early in the history of Islam when God Almighty said, "This day I 
have perfected your religion for you and completed My favor to you. I have 
chosen Islam to be your faith" [al-Ma'idah: 3]. This verse revokes all 
these ideas which hinder Muslims from the proper practice of their religion 
and which are justified by the argument that we are Meccans. But we do not 
start out as the prophet did, may God bless him and grant him salvation; 
but we take what the revealed law has settled. We are not in a Meccan 
society; nor are we in a society of al-Madinah. To know the kind of society 
in which we are living, see the chapter, "The Land in Which We Live." 


Fighting now Is the Duty of Every Muslim 


When God Almighty made fasting obligatory, He said, "Fasting is decreed 
for you" [al-Baqarah: 183]. On the matter of fighting He said, "Fighting 
is obligatory for you" [al-Baqarah: 216]. This means that fighting is also 
a duty. It is a reply to those who said that a Muslim's duty is to labor 
for the cause of God. Hence they say that if they promote Islam, they will 
have performed their duty because this was labor for God. If they seek 
knowledge, they do so for God, and they come back with a text from the 
Prophetic Tradition that they have thus carried out their duty. A Muslim's 
duty is unequivocally clear in the Koranic text: fighting means confron- 
tation and blood. The question then is this: When is fighting for the cause 
of God a decreed duty? Fighting is prescribed in three situations. 


First, if two advancing [armies | and ranks meet, all those who are present 
are forbidden to leave. Staying is prescribed for them, for God Almighty 
says, "Believers, when you encounter the armies of the infidels do not 
turn your backs to them in flight" [al-Anfal: 13]. 


Second, .if unbelievers come to a country, the people of that country 
have to fight them and push them back. 


Third, if an imam calls for war against a nation because that nation needs 
to change [its ways]. God Almighty says, "Believers, why is it that when it 
is said to you: 'March in the cause of Allah,' you linger slothfully in the 
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land? Are you content with this life in preference to the life to come? Few 
indeed are the blessings of this life, compared to those of the life to 
come. If you do not fight He will punish you sternly and replace you by 
other men. You will in no way harm Him: for Allah has power over all 

things" [al-Tawbah: 38]. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion said, "If you are dissatisfied [with such an attitude], fight against 
them."' End [of quotation]. 


The enemy is living in the countries of Muslims. In fact, the enemy now 

controls matters there. It is those rulers who seized the leadership of 

Muslims who are the enemy. Hence, fighting them is a prescribed duty. In 
addition, the Islamic fight today needs the effort of every Muslim. 


I know that if fighting for the cause of God is a prescribed duty, one 
need not take permission from one's parents before one sets out to fight. 
This is what scholars say: fighting for the cause of God is like praying 
and fasting. 


Degrees, not Stages of Laboring for God 


It is evident that fighting today is a duty prescribed for every Muslim. 
Nevertheless, we find those who protest because they need to educate them- 
selves. [They claim] that there are stages in laboring for God and that 
they are still in that stage in which they fight with the self. Evidence 
for this [argument] lies in what Imam ibn al-Qayyim says: "There are those 
who divided fighting into degrees: 


1. Fighting the self; 
2. Fighting the devil; [and] 
3. Fighting unbelievers and hypocrites." 


The use of this [statement] as evidence indicates either total ignorance 
or shameful cowardice. This is because Ibn al-Qayyim divided fighting into 
degrees and not into stages. Otherwise, we would have to stop fighting 

the devil until we completed the stage of fighting the self. The truth 

is that the three degrees proceed side by side on a straight course. We 

do not deny that those amongst us with the strongest faith, who fight the 
most with themselves are the most constant amongst us. But anyone who 
studies the biography of the prophet would find that when the call for 
tighting was made, everyone used to hasten to fight for the cause of God, 
even those who committed major [offenses] and new converts to Islam. It is 
said that a man professed Islam during combat. He then joined the battle 
and lost his life. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, 
said, "Little work and a large reward." 


The story of Abu Mahjan, who used to be an alcoholic, and what happened 

to him in the Persian war is well known. Ibn al-Qayyim mentioned the 
account of "returning from a minor labor to a major one." The question 

was asked, 'What is the major labor, O messenger of God?' He said ‘Fighting 
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the self.' It is the subject of discussion in "al-Manar al-Mif."' The pur- 
pose of citing this account is to reduce the importance of fighting with 
the sword to keep Muslims away from fighting unbelievers and hypocrites. 


Fear of Failure 


There are those who say that we are afraid of establishing the [Islamic] 
state because a counteraction may develop a day or two later and do away 
with everything we have accomplished. 


The reply to this is that by establishing an Islamic state one is carryfng 
out God's decree. We are not called upon [to account] for the consequen- 
ces. Anyone who makes such a statement, a statement whose only purpose is 
to keep Muslims from doing their legal duty of establishing the law of God, 
is forgetting that as soon as the government of the unbeliever falls, 
everything will be in the hands of Muslims. Thus, the fall of the Islamic 
state would be impossible. The laws of Islam are neither incapable nor 
short of subjugating everyone who corrupts the earth and who violates the 
decree of God. In addition, the laws of God are just and will be hailed 

by all, even those who do not know Islam. To clarify the hostile attitude 
hypocrites have toward Muslims, those who fear failure are reassured by God 
Almighty's verse in the chapter, "al-Hashr," "Have you not seen the hypoc- 
rites? They say to their fellow unbelievers among the People of the Book: 
'If they drive you out, we will go with you. We will never obey any one who 
seeks to harm you. If you are attacked we will certainly help you' " [11]. 
This is what God promised, for these are the hypocrites. When they see that 
power is on the side of Islam, they will come back obediently. Don't be 
deceived by these voices, for they will soon fade. The posture of hypoc- 
rites will be that of all the enemies of Islam. God Almighty says, "If you 
help Allah, Allah will help you and make you strong" [Muhammad: 7]. 


Leadership 


There are those who argue that we have no leaders to lead the march for the 
cause of God, and there are those who would have fighting for God depend 
upon the presence of a prince or a caliph. Those who make such statements 
are those responsible for the loss of leadership and for halting the course 
of the fight. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, for- 
tifies Muslims in his talks to them [and urges them] to form leaders. In 
the book, "Al-Jihad," Abu Dawud relates that the prophet, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation said, "If three people went out on a journey, they 
are to make one of them their leader." This makes us realize that the 
leadership of Muslims is controlled by the Muslims [themselves]. They 
appoint their leaders. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, [also] says, "Anyone who joins a group of people and finds a [ leader | 
who is more satisfactory to God than he is, will have served God, His 
messenger and the community of Muslims." This was narrated by al-Hakim, and 
al-Suyuti carefully examined its authenticity. 


One must support what is best for Islam. The prophet, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, said to Abu Dhir, "You are weak, and [leadership] 
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is a trust." Leadership should go to the strongest, and strength is 
relative. What we infer [here] is that the leader of Muslims [must be the 
strongest of Muslims]. Those who claim that leadership has been lost have 

no excuse because they can produce leaders from their midst. If a leader is 
found lacking in some areas, there is nothing that cannot be acquired. 

One is not allowed to lose the fight on the pretext of the fact that leader- 
ship has been lost. 


We may find a theologian who is not knowledgeable about the conditions of 
the time, about leadership and about organization, and we may find the oppo- 
site. But none of this exempts us from finding leaders and producing from 
our midst those who are most suitable to lead us in the presence of advice. 
One can make up for shortcomings. Now there is no longer any excuse for 
foregoing the duties of fighting that are on the shoulders of Muslims. We 
must begin making every effort to organize the fighting process to restore 
the [Islamic] state and to remove the tyrants who are mere mortals who 

found no one around them to convince them of the decree of God Almighty. 


Compact To Fight and Die 


Al-Bukhari quoted Salmah, may God be pleased with him, and said, "I made a 
compact with the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, and 
then I went back and sat under the shade of a tree. When there were people 
around, he said, 'Didn't you make a compact, Ibn al-Akwa'?' I said, 'I did, 
O messenger of God.' He said, 'Do so again,' and I made a compact with him 
a second time. Then I told him, ‘What were you making a compact for that 
day, Abu Salmah?' He said, 'We were making a compact about the time.’ "' 
This was also cited by Muslim and by al-Tirmidhi. On page 415 al-Bukhari 
also cited ‘Abdallah ibn Yazid, may God be pleased with him and said, "When 
it was time for al-Hamrah, someone came to him and told him that ibn 
Hanzalah was making compacts for death with people. He said, 'I do not make 
any such compact with anyone but the messenger of God, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation.' " This was also cited by Muslim in "Al-'Ayn" on 
page 15 and by (al-Hawiqi). 


The previous story brings back the fact that entering into a death pact 

is permissible. However, we are not involved in the process of studying 
the position of ‘Abdallah ibn Zayd. There is a difference between a death 
compact and a declaration of absolute allegiance to a caliph only. However, 
this does not mean that the prince of the time is not to be obeyed. The 
messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, said, "He who 
obeys me obeys God, and he who disobeys me disobeys God. He who obeys the 
prince obeys me, and he who disobeys the prince disobeys me." This is 
ayreed upon. 


According to Ibn ‘Abbas God Almighty's verse, "Obey Allah and the Apostle 
and those in authority among you" [al-Nisa': 59] was revealed to ‘Abdallah 
ibn Hadhafah whom God had sent on a raiding party in place of a military 
commander. 
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Prodding People To Fight for the Cause of God 


A Muslim must prepare himself to fight for the cause of God. [The prophet], 
may God bless him and grant him salvation, says, "God has appointed those 
who go out and fight for His cause. Those who go out only to fight for God 
because they have faith in Me and in My messenger are guaranteed a place in 
Paradise, or God will restore them to their homes having obtained the 
reward or spoils which they earned."' This is agreed upon. 


The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, says, "Anyone who 
sincerely asks to die for the cause of God will be considered a martyr 
even if he were to die in his bed." This was related by Muslim and by 
al-Bayhaqi on the authority of Abu Hurayrah. A man went to the messenger 
of God and asked him, "Tell me of something one can do that would be equal 
to fighting for the cause of God," and the messenger of God told him, 
"There is none," and said, "Can you do that: if a soldier sets out to 
fight, you are to go into a mosque and stay awake without sleep and fast 
and do not break the fast?" He said, "And who can do that?" Abu Harirah 
said, "A fighter's horse moves about, and good deeds are attributed to him 
throughout his life." This was narrated by al-Bukharj. The prophet, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation, says, "God has set six properties for 
martyrs: he is forgiven right away; he sees his seat in Paradise; he is 
protected from the torture of the grave and he is secure from the great 
fear; he wears the ornament of faith; the best maidens are given to him in 
marriage; and he may intercede for 70 of his relatives." (al-Tirmidhi) 


Punisknent for Foregoing Fighting 


The humiliation, degradation, disunity and fragmentation that Muslims are 
living in today are caused by the fact that they have foregone fighting. 
The statement of God Almighty applies to them, "Believers, why is it that 
when it is said to you: ‘March in the cause of Allah,' you linger sloth- 
fully in the land? Are you content with this life in preference to the 
life to come? Few indeed are the blessings of this life, compared to those 
of the life to come. If you do not fight, He will punish you sternly and 
replace you by other men. You will in no way harm Him: for Allah has power 
over all things" (al-Tawbah) [38]. 


Ibn Kathir explains these verses by saying, "This is a plan to punish those 
who lagged behind the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him 
salvation, in the battle of Tabuk. It was very hot then: the skies were 
red, and the fruits and the shade [under the fruit trees] were appealing. 
God Almighty then said, "Believers, why is it that when it is seid to you: 
'March in the cause of Allah,' you linger slothfully in the land?" That 

is, why is it that when you are called to fight for the cause of God, "you 
linger slothfully," that is, you become sluggish and inclined to stay where 
you are, to lie low and to eat good fruit? "Are you content with this life 
in preference to the life to come?" Why did you do this? Are you content 
with this temporal life instead of the one that is to come? Then the 
Merciful, Almighty God induces believers to abstain from the pleasures of 
this life and to desire those of the after life. He says, ''Few indeed are 
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the blessings of this life, compared to those of the life to come." Then 
God Almighty warns against renouncing the fight and says, "If you do not 
fight, He will punish you sternly." Ibn 'Abbas said, "The messenger of God, 
ttay God bless him and grant him salvation asked God to forgive them 
[illegible] from the Arabs. They were troublesome to him, and God withheld 
victory from them. Their punishment was to be replaced by other men. That 
is, they were replaced by other men to help His prophet and establish His 
religion. As God Almighty said, "He will replace you by other men. You will 
in no way harm Him."' That is, you will not harm God at all by refraining 
from the fight and being troublesome to God. 


The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, says, "If people 
become content with this life and safeguard their worldly goods; if they 
enter into agreements about material objects; and if they forego the fight 
for the cause of God and follow the lead of cows, God will hurl misfortune 
upon them from the skies, and He will not relieve them of this misfortune 
until they go back to their religion. No Muslim now should consent to lin- 
gering in the ranks of women as the messenger of God, may god bless him and 
grant him salvation, said: "Their labor for Islam lies in performing the 
pilgrimage and the minor pilgrimage." 


Judicial Errors and Replies to Them 


There are those who fear involvement in this kind of warfare, arguing that 
those they confront in battle are soldiers and that among those soldiers 
are Muslims as well as unbelievers. "How can we fight Muslims," they ask, 
"when the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, says 
that he who kills and he who is killed are damned?" Shaykh al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah dealt with the same question, and that was one of the major prob- 
lems [he dealt with] in "Al-Fatawa al-Kubra." [The problem]: Soldiers ref- 
rain from fighting the Tatars and say that there are those in their midst 
who are being forced to fight (page 517). "The reply," says Ibn Taymiyyah, 
is that anyone who has doubts about fighting them is most ignorant of the 
Islamic religion. When fighting them is obligatory, they are to be fought 
even if there are those in their midst who are being forced to fight. There 
is agreement on this point among Muslims. Al-'Abbasi said when he was taken 
prisoner on the day [of.the battle of] Badr, 'O messenger of God, I was 
forced,’ The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, said, 'We 
see the outward signs you demonstrate, but God sees what is in your heart.' 
Scholars concurred that if an army of unbelievers were to use Muslim 
prisoners they were holding to shield or protect themselves [from the 
ravages of war| and if harm to Muslims were feared if they do not fight, 
the army of unbelievers would have to be fought even if this led to 
killing the Muslims with whom the unbelievers had shielded themselves. 
That is not a secret to Muslims. There are two well-known statements by 
scholars pertaining to combat that would lead to the killing of those 
Muslims who, if killed, become martyrs. One is not to forego obligatory 
fighting to spare those who would be killed as martyrs. If Muslims fight 
unbelievers. Muslims who are killed become martyrs, and anyone who 
becomes a martyr even though in his heart he may not have deserved to die 
in the interests of Islam is a martyr. 








It was established in "Al-Sahihayn" that the prophet, may God bless him 

and grant him salvation, said, "An army of people invaded a wilderness 

and was not taken seriously. Someone said, 'O messenger of God, there are 
those amongst them who are being forced to fight.' The prophet said, 'They 
will be reborn according to their intentions.' If what befalls them from the 
army that invades Muslims is done by force, what about the punishment that 
God will mete to them or inflict upon them at the hands of believers? God 
Almighty said, "Say: ‘Are you waiting for anything to befall us except 
victory or martyrdom? We are waiting for Allah's scourge to overtake you, 
direct from Him or through ourselves" [al-Tawbah: 52]." We know that we 
cannot distingsuish between one who is forced and one who is not. If we 
kill them as decreed by God, we are after all appointed to do so and [there- 
fore] excused. They are in the same boat: any one of them who was forced to 
fight cannot refrain from fighting and will be judged according to his 
intentions on the Judgment day. If he kills for the establishment of the 
religion, his action will not be greater than that of killing those who 
kill Muslim soldiers. But if one of them escapes, there are those who would 
regard killing him to be the same as killing proven transgressors. If there 
is among those people a group that refrains from fighting, can they be 
followed, can their prisoners be killed and can their wounded be finished 
off? Scholars have two well-known statements: It's been said that this is 
not to be done because ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib was called upon on the day of 
al-Jamal not to follow them, not to finish off the wounded and not to kill 
the prisoners. It has also been said that this may be done because on the 
day of al-Jamal they did not have a group that refrained from the fighting. 
The objective of the fighting was to push them back. When they rushed, that 
was no longer needed. It was like forcing something on one who was asking 
for it. It has been related that there were two descriptions on that day 
and that the first of them was different from that. Anyone who considered 
them proven fornicators applied these two statements to them. What is 
correct is that those people are not proven transgressors. They have no 
credible explanation for that in the first place. They are rather rebel- 
lious Kharijites, people who do not pay alms, people of al-Ta'if and 
al-Harmiyah and people like them who were fought for departing from the 
laws of Islam. This is a subject about which many theologians have been 
confused. 


The Proper Method for Fighting 


As time goes by and mankind develops, there seems to be a question. There 
is no doubt that modern methods of fighting may be somewhat different from 
those that were used in the age of the prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation. What method is the Muslim to use in fighting in the modern 
age? Can he use his reason and his opinion? 


Among the /rts of Warfare in Islam 
He says, "War is deception." In explaining the [prophet's] statement 
al-Nawawi says, "Scholars concurred that unbelievers may be deceived 


in war any way that can be accomplished without going back on a promise or 
a pledge of safety. That may not be done. It is known that there is no 
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agreement between us and wUMbelievers since they fight the religion of 
God Almighty. Muslims are free to choose the method of fighting that is 
appropriate, provided that the deception [to which they resort] achieve 
victory with the least losses and the easiest of means. 


The Method of Warfare in the Invasion of the Confederate Tribes 


After Jewish leaders succeeded in turning the confederate tribes of non- 
believers against the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, 
and against his message, the situation became serious. Muslims quickly drew 
up a unique plan that Arabs had not heard of before. The only fighting 

they had known was that done in open fields. It was al-Farsi who referred 
to this plan which consisted of digging a deep trench all around the city 
from the side of the valley. This trench would separate the defenders from 
the invaders. Thus the method of fighting is neither inspired nor is it a 
firmly established tradition. A Muslim is to use his head; he is to take 
charge, make plans and seek advice. 


Lying to Enemies 


In the Prophetic Tradition lying is permissible in three instances. 
Al-Tabari said, "Lying is permissible in war to contradict, even when truth 
is not the basis of the contradiction. Otherwise, lying is not permis-— 
sible.'' This is what he says. It is evident that it is true that [in some 
cases] lying is permissible, but prudence in resorting to lying is best. 
God knows best. (from al-Nawawi's explanation). 


Islamic Plans 


By studying raiding parties a Muslim would come up with Islamic plans and 
combat deceptions whose rules would apply to many Muslims. We mention, 
for example: 


1. The raiding party that killed Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf in the 3rd Hegira year. 
In "Sahih al-Bukhari" Jabir ibn 'Abdallah says that the prophet, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation said, "Anyone who is for Ka'b ibn 
al-Ashraf has hurt God and His prophet."' Muhammad ibn Musallamah said, 

"QO messenger of God, would you like me to kill him?" The prophet said, 
"Yes.'' He said, "Allow me to say something." This was a request for the 
prophet's permission to make statements that may be incompatible with the 
faith so as to show that unbelief was incompatible with faith and to 
show himself in front of Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf to be an umbeliever. The 
prophet gave him permission. 


The prophet said, "Say what you will." Muhammad ibn Musallamah [went to 
Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf and] said, "This man''--he was referring to the prophet, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation--"has come to us for charity." 
Such a statement would appear to be a denial of charity and an attack on 
the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, and that would be 
blasphemy. It indicates that a Muslim may show his full support for the 
enemy in war even to the point of appearing to be idolatrous and blas- 
phemous. 
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"! came to ask your forbearance." He said, "By God, [illegible] also." He 
said, "We followed him, but we did not want to leave him until we should 
see something that would have some significance. We want you to lend us one 
or two shipments of goods." Ka'b said, "Yes. Give me your pledge." They 
said, "What do you want?" He said, "Give me your women as your pledge." 
They said, "How can we give you our women as a pledge when you are the most 
handsome among Arabs?" He said, "Then give me your children as your 
pledge."' They said, "How can we pledge our children to you, and then one of 
them would curse us and say that he was pledged for one or two shipments of 
goods. This would shame us. We will, however, pledge our weapons to you." 
He promised he would come to him, and he came at night with Abu Na'ilah, 
who had the same nurse as Ka'b's brother when they were infants. He invited 
them to the stronghold and [Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf] went to them. His wife 
asked him, "Where are you going at this hour?" He said, "It is Muhammad 

ibn Musallamah, my brother Abu Na'ilah," and he said, "and another [ named | 
'Amr.'"' She said, "Listen: it sounds as though camels were being lined up." 
He said, "It is my brother, Muhammad ibn Musallamah and my nursing brother, 
Abu Na'ilah. If the noble man wanted to stab me at night and shed my blood, 
he would have responded." 


He said, "Muhammad ibn Musallamah came in with two men. Sufyan was told 

he called them ‘Amr. He said [they were] Al-Harith ibn Bashar and 'Ibad ibn 
Bashar. ‘Amr spoke and Muhammad ibn Musallamah said, "When he comes, I will 
say, 'What responds to his poetry?’ I will be haughty with him, and when 
you see me get a good grip of his head, strike him.' This is one way he can 
be killed because he is huge and strong."' This story has many benefits in 
the art of combat. Some Orientalists and those with weak hearts claimed 
that the killing of Ka'b ibn al-Ashraf was a treacherous act of betrayal. 
The reply to those people is that this umbeliever had gone back on his 
promise and had devoted his efforts to harm Muslims. The Jews came to the 
prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, and said, "Muhammad, 
our friend was struck down this evening; that is, he was killed. He was one 
of our gentry, and he was assassinated without having committed a crime or 
an incident that we know of." The prophet said, "If he had escaped as 
others who think like him did, he would not have been assassinated. But he 
hurt us and lampooned us in poetry. None of you did that; if you had, you 
would have perished by the sword."" (Ibn Taymiyyah, "Al-Sarim al-Maslul ‘ala 
Shatim al-Rasul," page 71). 


2. 'Abdallah's raiding party to Abu Sufyan [was dispatched] in the 4th 
year [Hegira]. It was caused by the fact that the prophet, may God bless 
him and grant him salvation, heard that Sha'ban ibn Khalid al-Hadhali was 
living in Ya'mur and that he was amassing an army for the war with Muslims. 
The messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation asked 
'Abdallah ibn Anis al-Jahni to kill him. 'Abdailah said, "O messenger of’ 
God, describe him to me so I would recognize him."' The prophet said, ''When 
you see him, you will be reminded of the devil, and this is what is between 
you and him." He said, "I asked the messenger of God for permission''--the 
same permission granted to Muhammad ibn Musallamah--"and He gave me per- 
mission. Then he said, "Claim to be related to Khaza'ah." This was a lie, 
but it is allowed. 
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‘Abdallah said, "I recognized him from the description of the messenger 

of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation. I was afraid of him 

and I told [myself] the messenger of God spoke the truth." ‘Abdallah said, 
"It was in the afternoon when I saw him. I was afraid that there would 

be such things between us as would keep me from praying, so ! prayed. I 
nodded my head as I walked toward him, and when I reached him he said, 
‘Where are you from?' I said, "I am from Khaza'ah. I fteard that you were 
gathering [an army], and I came to be with you.' " There was an appearance 
of constancy in this statement. He said, "Yes, I am gathering [an army | 

for him.' ‘Abdallah said, ‘I walked with him and I talked with him, and 

he enjoyed my conversation. Then I sang to him and told him, ‘What curious 
mischief Muhammad has wrought from this religion!' He has dispersed elders 
and discredited their dreams.' "' Such a statement would be blasphemous. "'He 
said, 'Abu Sufyan has not met anyone like me.' He was leaning on a cane 
with which he struck the earth [at every step he took] until he reached his 
tent. His companions parted from him to nearby homes that surrounded him. 
He said, ‘Come in, Brother Khaza'ah!' so I approached him and he said, 'Sit 
down.' ‘Abdallah said, 'I sat with him until all the people fell asleep, 
and I took him by surprise and killed him. I took his head, and I left 
[illegible] mourning over him. When I arrived in al-Madinah, I found the 
messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation. When he saw 
me, he said, ‘You were successful!' And I said, 'You were successful, 0 
messenger of God.' Then I placed the head in front of him and told him my 
story. 


3. The story of Na'im ibn Mas'ud in the battle of the confederate tribes: 

A Muslim came to Na'im ibn Mas'ud and advised him to keep his Islam a 
secret, and he sent him back to the idolaters to sow discord in their 
midst. Na'im went to the people of Qurayzah and advised them not to fight 
with the people of Quraysh and Ghatfan until they secure from them an extra- 
vagant pledge. He had persuaded them that because the people of Quraysh and 
Ghatfan were not citizens of al-Madinah, if something were to happen, they 
would go back to their lands and leave al-Madinah to the prophet, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation. rhey told him, "You have advised us of 
your opinion." Then he went to the people of Quraysh and told them, "''The 
Jews of Qurayzah have regretted their alliance with you and have sent to 
Muhammad to say, 'Would you be agreeable to taking some of the male zentry 
from both tribes and cut off their heads?' He went to Ghatfan and said 
something similar. Abu Sufyan and the leaders of Ghatfan sent 'Akramah ibn 
Abu Jahl and a group of individuals from Quraysh and Ghatfan to the people 
of Qurayzah. They told them, 'Prepare for fighting tomorrow so we can finish 
off Muhammad.' They replied, ‘Tomorrow is Saturday. We do not work on Satur- 
day. We will not fight with you until you give us your men whom we will 
hold as your pledge to us, for we fear that you may flee to your country if 
the combat becomes fierce for you.' When the messengers came back, Quraysh 
and Ghatfan said, 'By God, what Na'im ibn Mas'ud said was the truth.' We 
will not give you a single one of our men. And the people of Qurayzah said, 
'What Na'im told you was true.' Hence Na'im created disunity among the 
confederate tribes. 
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An important Point 


On page 296 in the chapter, "Al-Jihad,"' Ibn Taymiyyah says that a Muslim 
may join the ranks of unbelievers if that would serve the interests of 
Muslims. 


In his book, "Al-Sahih" Muslim related on the authority of the prophet, may 
God bless him and grant him salvation, the story of the people who dug the 
trenches. In that story a boy asked that he be killed in the interest of 
religion. Therefore, the four imams have permitted Muslims to join the 
ranks of unbelievers even though they thought they would be killed, [ pro- 
vided that] by doing so they are serving the interests of Muslims. What Ibn 
Taymiyyah was saying meant that a Muslim may join the ranks of an army of 
unbelievers, even if that led to his death before he could see for him- 
self the benefit of his action. 


Promoting Islam before Fighting 


About the permissibility of raiding unbelievers who have heard the call 
to Islam without warning, Imam Muslim related on the authority of ibn ‘Adi: 
"He said, 'I wrote to Nafi' to ask him about promoting Islam before 
fighting, and he wrote to me and said, "This was in the early days of 
Islam. The messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation 
raided the people of al-Mustalaq while they were attacking [someone else], 
and their cattle were drinking. They killed their fighters and took 
prisoners. He was right that day. Yahya said, 'I thought he said ( jawirah) 
[meaning unknown] or he said al-Baytah, the daughter of al-—Harith." 


The Explanation: Al-Nawawi said in this account that raiding non-belie- 
vers who had heard of the call to Islam without warning is permissible. 

In this matter, there are three schools of thought related by al-Mazri 
al-Qadi. One of them requires warning absolutely. Malik and others said 
that that was weak. The second [school of thought] states that a warning is 
absolutely not necessary; it is weaker than the other or false. The third 
[school of thought on this matter] states that a warning is necessary if 
the non-believers had not heard the call and not necessary if they had. 
However, a warning is preferred, and this is what is correct. This is what 
was advocated by Nafi' Mula ibn 'Umar, by al-Hasan al-Basri, al-Thawri, 
al-Layth, al-Shafi'i, Abu Thawr, Ibn al-Mundhir and by al-Jumhur. And what 
ibn al-Mundhir says is what most knowledgeable people say." End [of quota- 
tion]. (Muslim, al-Nawawi's explanation). 


Plots may be contrived against unbelievers and carried out against them 
even if these led to the killing of their offspring. 


Night Raids 


Ibn 'Abbas said on the authority of al-Sa'b ibn Jathhamah, "I said, 'O 
messenger of God, the Koran states that we are to be stricken by the orf- 
spring of idolaters--their children.' He said, 'They are of them.' " This 
was narrated by Muslim. 
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The explanation: "The messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him 
salvation, was asked for a ruling on the sons of idolaters who are left 
after the idolaters, their women and their sons are killed. He said they 
were [one and the same with] their fathers. That is, it was all right [to 
kill them] because the rules of their fathers apply to them in inheritance, 
ir. marriage, in punishment, in religion and in other such matters. What 

is intended is that [they be killed] if they do not overstep their bounds | 
without necessity." End [of explanation]. (Muslim, al-Nawawi's explanation, 
the chapter, "Al-Jihad"). 


Stopping the Targeting of Women, Priests and Elders for Killing 


On the authority of Ibn 'Umar he said, "I found a woman murdered in one of 
the battles of the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation. The 
messenger of God forbad the killing of women and young boys." This was 
narrated by the community but not by al-Nisa'1. 


Ahmad and Abu Dawud relate that in one of the battles the messenger of 

God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, passed by a woman who had 
been killed earlier. They stood around looking at her and wondering about 
her appearance until the messenger of Cod caught up with them and said, 
"She should not have been fighting."’ One of them said, "Truth is immortal." 
[The prophet] told him, "Do not kill children or people who are in service, 
that is, hired hands." 


The former statement by Ibn ‘Abbas about killing offspring does not contra- 
dict this statement since each one of them deals with a different case. 


Seeking the Aid of an Idolater 


It is said that 'A'ishah, may God be pleased with her, said, "The messenger 
of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation, set out. When he was 
hauling wool, he was overtaken by a man who recalled an instance of his 
courage, and he saved him. The friends of God's messengers, may God bless 
him and grant him salvation, were delighted when they saw hin. When he 
came to him the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, asked, "Do you believe in God and His messenger?" He said, ''No." 

And he said, ''Go back: we will not seek the aid of an idolater.' Then he 
left, and when we came upon the tree, he caught up with us and he told 

him what he had said the first time. The prophet, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation, told him what he had told him the first time and then 
said, "Go back: we will not seek the aid of an idolater.'"' She said, "Then 
he went back, but he caught up with us in the desert and said what he had 
said the first time: 'Do you believe in God and in His messenger?' He said, 
'Yes.' So the prophet told him, "Go ahead."' This was narrated by Muslim. 
Al-Nawawi says there is another tradition that the prophet, God bless him 
and grant him salvation, sought the aid of Safwan ibn Umayyah before he 
became a Muslim. A group of scholars accepted the first tradition in its 
entirety, [whereas] al-Shafi'i and others said that if a non-believer 
thinks highly of Muslims, and if there is need to seek his aid, it may be 
sought. Otherwise, seeking the aid of idolaters is not desirable. 








The two traditions refer to these two cases. If an  umbeliever came with 
permission, it would be explained to him but it would not be volunteered to 
him. This is the school of thought of Malik, al-Shafi'i, Abu Hanifah and 
al-Jumhur. Al-Zuhari and al-Awza'i say, "It is important to him, and God 
knows best." End [of quotation]. (Muslim, al-Nawawi's explanation, the 
chapter, "Al-Jihad"). 


About seeking the aid of idolaters and uMbelievers, Malik says, ''Not 
unless they were serving Christians. Otherwise, it is not permissible." 
Abu Hanifah says, "Their aid may be sought, and they may be assisted in 
all cases when Islam is predominant, but if a polytheistic government is 
predominant, such help is frowned upon." 


Al-Shafi'i said that seeking the aid of idolaters was permissible but under 
two conditions: one of them is that Muslims be a minority and idolaters a 
majority. 


The second condition is that idolaters who think well of Islam and are 
predisposed to it are to be found. Once their help is sought, [this] will 
become evident to them and would not ve volunteered to them. This means 
that they are given a reward and are not left to partake of the spoils of 
Muslims. 


The Permissibility of Cutting Down and Burning the Trees of UnBelievers 


Imam Muslim related on the auhority of Nafi' and according to ‘Abdallah ibn 
'Umar that the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation 
burned the palm trees of the people of al-Nadir and that (Wahiy 
al-Buwayrah) cut the supplies of Qutaybah and ibn Rafah in their account. 
God Almighty revealed [this verse]: "It was Allah who gave you leave to cut 
down or spare their palm trees, so that He might humiliate the evil doers" 
[al-Hashr: 5]. (Muslim, Al-Nawawi's explanation, Volume 12). 


Al-Nawawi says in explaining the account, "In this account, cutting the 
trees of unbelievers and burning them is permissible." (Muslim, 
al-Nawawi's explanation, the chapter, "Al-Jihad"). 


According to Abu Harirah, "The messenger of God, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation unexpectedly sent a survey troop, and he made ‘Asim ibn 
Thabit al-Ansari the commander of that troop. They set out [and traveled] 
until they came to al-Hada'ah, between 'Affan and Mecca. They remembered 
the trees of Lahyan. And svon 200 men appeared, and all of them were sharp- 
shooters. They pursued them, and when ‘Asim and his companions saw them, 
they sought refuge in (Fadfad) where they were surrounded by people. They 
told them, 'Dismount and give up what you have. You have my word and my 
pledge that I will not kill any of you.' ‘Asim ibn Thabit, the commander 

of the troop said, 'By God, 1 will not pledge myself today to an un- 
believer. O God, tell Your prophet about us!' He shot them with arrows, 

and they killed 'Asim after seven [volleys]. Three of them dismounted and 
pledged themselves to them: Habib al-Ansari, Ibn Dathnah and another man. 
When they were in a position to do so, they cut the strings of their priest 
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and tied them up. The third man said, 'This is the beginning of your fate. 
By God, I will not come with you; I will make an example of you.' He meant 
he wanted to kill them. They dragged him and asked him to go with them, 
but he refused. So they killed him and went ahead with Habib and Ibn 
Dathmanah whom they sold in Mecca after the battle of Badr. He mentioned 
the story of the killing of Habib and said, 'God answered the prayers of 
'Asim ibn Thabit the day he was hit. Tell the prophet, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, and his companions what happened and what befell 
them.' " 


A Summary of Ahmad, Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud on Organizing a Muslim Army 


-~-According to 'Ammar ibn Yasir, "The messenger of God, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation, preferred that a man fight under the banner of his 
people." This was related by Ahmad. 


-~-According to al-Bara' ibn 'Azib the messenger of God, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation said, "You will meet the enemy tomorrow, and your 
slogan is to be they are not to have victory."' This was related by Ahmad. 


~-According to al-Hasan, on the authority of Qays ibn 'Abbad he said, "The 
companions of the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, hated shouting during combat."' This was related by Abu Dawud. 


~-According to Ka'b ibn Malik, "The prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation, set out on a Thursday for the battle of Tabuk, and he should 
have gone out on a Thursday." This is agreed upon. 


--According to al-Nu'man ibn Muqran, "If the prophet, God bless him and 
grant him salvation, did not fight early in the morning, he would delay 

the fighting until the sun set, the wind blew and victory was bestowed." 
This was related by Ahmad and Abu Dawud and emended by al-Bukhari. He said, 
"Wait until the wind blows and you can attend prayer services." 


God answered prayers for victory when the enemy and warmongers are 
encountered. 


Among the prophet's prayers in warfare is this: "0 God, You who revealed 
the Koran, You who made the clouds travel and defeated the confederate 
tribes: defeat them and make us victorious over them." ("Sahih Muslim"). 


An L[mportant Matter Which We Must Warn About 


We must be sincere in the effort we make for the cause of God. Sincerity 
here means that all impurities must be stripped from the objective of 
approaching God Almighty. It's been said that that means forgetting the 
created world and setting one's sight continually at the Creator. 


In the chapter, "Talabbus Iblis ‘ala al-Ghuzah," [How the Devil Equivocates 


with Conquerors], Imam Ibn al-Jawzi says, ''The devil confused many people, 
and they set out to labor for God with the intention of bragging about what 
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they do and dissembling. They would have it said that so and so is a con- 
queror. It may be that what was intended was to say that he was courageous 
or that he went after spoils. But it is intentions that count." 


According to Abu Musa a man went to the prophet, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation and said, "O messenger of God, did you see a man 
fighting courageously, fighting zealously and fight to dissemble? Which one 
of these is for the cause of God?" The prophet said, "Anyone who fights so 
that the word of God would reign supreme fights for the cause of God." 
This was cited by Ibn Mas'ud, may God be pleased with him. He said, "You 
are not to say that so and so died a martyr or was killed a martyr. A man 
fights to win spoils; he fights to be remembered; and he fights to see 

his standing. On the authority of Abu Hurayrah, may God be pleased with him, 
he says, "Three kinds of people will be judged first on the Judgement Day: 
a man who had lost his life [in battle] and was asked to identify a gift 
and did. He said, "I fought for you. I fought for you until I was killed." 
He said, "You lie, but you did fight so that it would be said that you 
were brave. And that was said."' Then the order was given, and he was 
dragged face down and thrown into the fire. Then there was a man who 
acquired and taught knowledge and read the Koran. He was summoned and shown 
a gift which he identified. He said, "I did not neglect my gift. I acquired 
knowledge; I learned; I taught and I read the Koran." He said, "You lied, 
but you learned so it may be said that you are a scholar, and that was 
said. You read the Koran so it may be said he reads the Koran, and that was 
said." Then the order was given, and he was dragged face down and thrown 
into the fire. 


God blessed a man with all kinds of wealth, and he was brought and shown 
a gift which he identified. He was asked what he did with it, and he said, 
"IT left no place where You would have liked the money to be spent without 
doing so." He said, "You lied; but you did that only so that it would be 
said that you are generous, and that was said. Then the order was given, 
and he was dragged face down and thrown into the fire. (Set forth by 
Muslim). 


With the authority attributed to Abu Hatim al-Razi he said, "I heard ‘Abduh 
ibn Sulayman say, "We were in a raiding party with ‘Abdallah ibn al-—Mubarak 
in the land of the Greeks when we met the enemy. When the two ranks met, a 
man came out of the enemy's ranks and called for a duel. Another man came 
out and chased him for an hour, then stabbed and killed him. Then that man 
fought a ducl with another man and killed him. Then he called for a duel, 
and a man came out to him. He chased him for an hour and then stabbed and 
killed him. 


People crowded around that man, and I was one of those who crowded around 
him. His face was covered with a mask, which I pulled and revealed that 

it was ‘Abdallah ibn al—Mubarak. He said, "And you Abu ‘Amr are among those 
who malign us." I said, "Behold this sincere gentleman: may God have mercy 
on you. His fear for his sincerity was such that he did not want people 

to see him or praise him so he concealed himself." Ibrahim ibn Adham used 
to fight, and if the people with whom he fought won spoils, he would not 
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take any of the spoils so as to save his reward. The devil confuses the 
fighter if he wins spoils. A fighter may take from the spoils what is not 
[rightfully] his. Or he may be of little knowledge and think that the funds 
of unbelievers are permissible to those who take them. He may not know 
that capitalizing on spoils is a sin. In "Al-Sahihayn" from the account of 
Abu Hurayrah he said, "We traveled to Khaybar with the messenger of God, may 
God bless him and grant him salvation, and God gave us good fortune. We did 
not gain gold or paper, but we did gain property, food and clothing. Then 
we proceeded to the valley. The messenger of God, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation, had a servant. When we dismounted, the servant went to 
the messenger to undo his saddle, but he was struck by an arrow, and that 
arrow killed him. We told him, "He is to be congratulated for his martyr- 
dom, O messenger of God." He said, "Not at all. He whose hands comforted 
Muhammad is burning with the fire he took from the spoils on the day at 
Khaybar, but he was not hit then." He said, "The people were scared." A man 
came with one or two traps and said, "I hit him on the day of Khaybar, and 
the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him salvation said, "A 
snare of fire or two snares of fire." 


A conqueror may know of this prohibition, but he would see something and 
not contain himself. He may think that his labors will defend his action. 
It is here that the effect of faith and knowledge becomes evident. We 
related on the authority of Haybarah ibn al-Ashaf, according to Abu 
'Ubaydah al-'Anbari who said, "When the Muslims descended upon the fields 
and gathered all the Copts who were with him, [we saw something] that we 
had never seen at all. A man came with a legal claim and he was pushed to 
the commander of the Copts. Those who were with him said, "We have never 
seen anything of ours equal to that or approaching it." He asked, "Did you 
take something from him?" He said, "By God, no. Not any more than what I 
brought to you."' They knew that the man was a man of means, and they said, 
"Who are you?" He said, "By God, I will not tell you lest you thank me. I 
will not tempt you lest you lavish praise upon me, but I thank God and 1 am 
content with the reward He will give me." They followed this man until he 
went to his friends. They asked about him and discovered that he was ‘Amir 
ibn 'Abd Qays. 


There Are Those Who Are Kept Out of the Way 


"They concluded that hardships have relatives and they scattered whatever 
they wished." 


He asks them to join [illegible], and he invites them to disclose what 

they had concealed out of a love for comfort and to avoid hardship. This 

is the same motive related by the Koran about those who are left behind 

in the chapter, al-Tawbah where God Almighty says, "Those that stayed at 
home were glad-that they were left behind by Allah's apostle, for they 

had no wish to fight for the cause of Allah with their wealth and their 
persons. They said to each other: 'Do not go to war; the heat is fierce.' 
Say to them: 'More fierce is the heat of Hell-fire!' Would that they under- 
stood" [81]. 
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"Those people are an example of a weak resolve and a soft will. There are 
many people who shun hardships, stay away from hard work and prefer cheap 
comfort to honorable toil. They prefer an abject safety to proud danger, 
and they collapse from exhaustion behind the ranks that are striving 
earnestly and advancing, knowing what the costs of missionary activity are. 
But these ranks continue on their way which is filled with obstacles and 
thorns because they realize intuitively that the struggle over obstacles 
and thorns is an instinct in man that is better and more beautiful than 
sitting still, staying behind and the idle comfort of men in the shadows of 
the Koran 10-26. "Those who preferred comfort to hard work in the hour of 
hardship and stayed behind the first time are not suitable for the 
struggle. They are not to be asked to fight in the holy war; they may not 
be taken to court; and they may not have the honor of fighting in the holy 
war from which they willingly stayed away. If God returned you to a group 
of them, and they asked you for permission to set out with you, tell them, 
'You will never set out with me, and you will never fight with me. You were 
content to stay behind the first time, so stay with those who stayed 
behind.' ' Missionary activity needs strong, righteous, firm and healthy 
characteristics that withstand in a long arduous struggle. Ranks that have 
weak and languid people in their midst will not withstand because they will 
fail [the cause] in the hour of need. They will spread a sense of defeat, 
of weakness and of unrest. Those who weaken and stay behind must be spurned 
from the ranks to protect the ranks from being undermined and from defeat. 
Lenience with those people is a crime against the whole rank and file. 


Theologians' Opinions on Purifying the Ranks 


[Our] ancestors had many things to say about this. An example of this is 
what the earliest ancestors said. Among these statements is a review by 
Imam al-Shafi'i in the book, "Al-Umm li Hawadith al-Munafigqin 
al-Mutataliyah" [The Basis of Hypocrites' Successive Incidents]. The state- 
ments are about participation in the noble battles of the prophet. They 
caution all those who win renown in future generations of Muslims against 
those characteristics with which those hypocrites were described. [What 
applied then] would apply to them, and they would receive a similar punish-—- 
ment. 


Al-Shafi'i says, "The messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him 
salvation went out on a military expedition, and those known for their 
hypocrisy set out to go with him. On a Sunday 300 persons left him; then 
they testified with him at the day of the trench and spoke, saying what God 
Almighty had related of their statements: "God and His messenger only 
promised us an illusion." Then the prophet, may God bless him and grant him 
salvation, invaded the people of al-Mustalaq. They testified with him in 
numbers, and they spoke in accordance with what God had said about their 
statements and their hypocrisy. Then the prophet fought the battle of 
Tabuk, and a group of these people stayed away on the eve of al-'Aqabah so 
as to kill him. But God protected him from their evil. Some of those who 
were to be in his company stayed behind. Then God revealed the reports 
about them in the account of the Battle of Tabuk. "Had they intended to 
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set forth with you, they would have prepared themselves for war. But Allah 
wished them to linger behind and held them back. They were bidden to stay 
with the weaklings" [al-Tawbah: 46]. 


Al-Shafi'i said, "God revealed their secrets to His messenger, and He told 
those who listen to them and their children to acquire those with him by 
lying, by intimidating and by discouraging them. He told him that He dis- 
liked the idea of their setting out, so he discouraged them if they had 
this intention and if there was in their midst an indication that God for- 
bad anyone known for [the characteristics] for which they are known from 
fighting with Muslims because that would hurt them. 


Al-Shafi'i says, "Anyone who is known for such [qualities] as those with 
which God described hypocrites may not be asked by an imam to fight because 
he would sow dissent and discouragement amidst those who carelessly listen 
to him or those who listen to him because they are related to him or are 
friends with him. This may be harmful to many of them." (Imam al-Shafi'i, 
4-89). 


Theology continued in this manner until its banner was turned over to Ibn 
Qadamah al-—Muqaddas. He said, "A commander is not to take along with him 

a defeatist. He would be the one to hold people back in an invasion and 
make them refuse to set forth to do battle and to suffer hardship. He would 
say, for example, that it was too hot or too cold or the hardship was too 
great. He would say that defeating that army was not guaranteed and similar 
things. A commander is not to take along with him a rumor monger. He is the 
one who would say that a party of Muslims has been destroyed; that the 
Muslims do not have the reinforcements and the power that unbelievers 
have; that unbelievers have power, reinforcements and patience; and that 
no one defies them and similar things. A commander is not to take along 
anyone who would help others against Muslims by spying on Muslims for un- 
believers; by letting them know the weaknesses of Muslims; by writing to 
them news of Muslims and indicating to them their weaknesses; or by giving 
shelter to their spies. A commander is also not to take along anyoe who 
would create hostility among Muslims and strive for corruption. This is 
because God Almighty says, "But Allah wished them to linger behind and held 
them back. They were bidden to stay with the weaklings. Had they taken the 
field with you, they would have only added to your burden. They would have 
wormed their way through your ranks, seeking to sow discord among the faith- 
ful’ [al-Tawbah: 46-47]. Because those people are harmful to Muslims, they 
have to be prevented. (al-Mughna of I[bn Qudamah, 8-351). 


Theologian's Vanity Prevents Investing Him with Authority 


We find in the theology of 'Umar ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, may God have mercy 

on his soul, justification for keeping an honest person who does good away 
from responsibility if he is predisposed to ostentation and vanity. This 
would prevent the fruits of his good deeds [from going to waste] and it 
would protect him from the possibilities of jeopardizing and harming him- 
self and the cause. 
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It was related that when al-Rashid the Fifth became caliph, he sent for 

Abu 'Ubayd al-Mazji, a theologian and an authority on the prophetic 
tradition. He was also one of the elders of Awza'i and Malik, one whose 
help was sought by Caliph Sulayman 'Abd-al-Malik. ‘Umar told him, "This is 
the road to Palestine, and you are a Palestinian. Go on [to Palestine]." He 
was told, "O Prince of the Faithful, if you see Abu 'Ubayd, advise him of 
what is good." He said, "That is more proper, except for his confidence. He 
was the pride of the public." ("Tahdhib al-Tahdhib" 12-158). 


To everyone who advocates something and who aspires to a reputation, to 
renown and to social prestige, leaders of Muslim groups are to say today 
something similar to what ‘Umar told Abu ‘Ubayd. 


They are to make him understand this:"You made a mistake at the beginning 
of the road to your destination. You passed by those who claimed to be 
humble, generous and committed to plans. This is the road that leads to 
the homes of those who are like you. Go join them." 
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EGYPT 


PRESIDENT MEETS WITH RELEASED POLITICIANS 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 26 Nov 81 ppl, 3 


[Article: "What Did President Mubarak Say to Released Politicians; Talk 
About Past Will Lead Us to Labyrinths of Disagreement and Division; Let Us 
All Look Forward to Future; Objectives of Terrorism Are More Serious Than 
You All Imagine; Your Heads Were Threatened by Terrorism; We Want Sound 
Democracy and not Democracy of Instigation and of Grenades" ] 


[Text] President Husni Mubarak asked the socialist public prosecutor to 
speed up completion of the interrogation with the detained politicians and 
the socialist public prosecutor's office worked day and night last week to 
determine the status of those detained. 


Yesterday morning, the presidential office contacted the socialist public 
prosecutor and notified him that President Husni Mubarak had decided to 
meet with those whose interrogation was completed and who are scheduled to 
be released and that the time for the meeting had been set for 1300. 


The detained were notified immediately and means of transportation were 
provided to take them from jail to al-'Urubah Palace where President Husni 
Mubarak met with them. The meeting lasted nearly 2 hours. 


Addressing the released detainees, President Husni Mubarak said: "I will 
speak with you very clearly. We want to turn a new page. There will be no 
return to the talk about the past and we will not enter into endless 
labyrinths. We must look forward so that we may move forward and may, all 
together, deal with the problems facing the country." 


President Husni Mubarak also told them: "The situation in Egypt was much 
more serious than you imagine and than anyone could imagine. Terrorism 
wanted to wipe out and destroy everything. Were it not for the emergency 
law, there would be no law, constitution or anything. The lives of all, both 
supporters and opponents, were exposed to perdition. All of you were tar- 
geted. We want a sound democracy and not a democracy of instigation and of 
grenades and machineguns." 


He repeated: "We are turning a new page so that we may move forward. If you 
enter the labyrinths of the past, we will not advance and the country will 
embark on futile disagreements which can produce nothing but division and 
fragmentation." 
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Fu'ad Siraj al-Din, Muhammad Husanayn Haykal and Ibrahim Yunis talked at 

the meeting and expressed their gratitude and their full support for every- 
thing President Husni Mubarak said and for his policy to unite the ranks and 
realize the national goals. 


Siraj al-Din: For First Time in History 


Fu'ad Siraj al-Din answered the president's address with a word in which he 
said: 


"My brothers have entrusted me to answer your excellency. We heard your first 
speech and were touched by what it said, But we couldn't express our support 
for you from behind the bars because support from behind the bars is suspi- 
cious and worthless." 


He further said: "his phenomenon whereby the ruler receives those opposing 
his opinion and whereby we emerge from the jails to the presidential palace 
where the head of the state receives us is a phenomenon occurring for the 
first time in history. It is something done only by a brave ruler who is 
confident of himself." 


Siraj al-Din also said: "Today, while sitting and debating with you, we 
declare with utter pride our confidence in you and in your courage and our 
confidence that you will bring our country out of difficult times. We declare 
that we all support you in all your steps for the homeland." 


Democracy and Humanitarianism 


Ibrahim Yunis said: "Permit me, Mr president, to say a word because of all 
those present, I am most entitled to be heard. You have done me the favor of 
releasing me for 3 days to allow me to take part in my brother's funeral. 

On another occasion, you did me the favor of allowing me to leave jail to 
present my candidacy papers in Karm Hamadah even though I am from the Labor 
Party and an opponent." 


Yunis further said: "This approach which has attained the highest levels of 
democracy and humanitarianism is the approach that opens the path for demo- 
cratic action for the people. Our great country has confidence in you, in 
your frankess and courage and in your clear approach. Our great people 

are capable of great efforts when they find the ruler who opens the path of 
freedom for them because they are in love with freedom. We are with you, Mr 
President, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts." 


Lawyer ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji said: "We only ask the president for 
freedom. We have no issue other than the people's freedom. We support the 
president's steps." 


At the conclusion of the meeting, Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal said: "This 
meeting with the president is enough for us. This is the first time in his- 
tory in which the ruler meets with his opponents in the presidential palace 
when they have just been released from jail. The import of this meeting 1s 
enough for us." 
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President Husni Mubarak's meeting with the released politicians was attended 
by Dr Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din, the first deputy prime minister. 


In the wake of the meeting, Dr Muhyi al-Din stated that President Husni 
Mubarak has decided to lift the detention imposed on the politicians after 
consultation with the agencies concerned out of his real understanding of 
the sound democratic action and out of his appreciation of the fact that this 
group will adopt a new direction in political action. 


Dr Muhyi al-Din added that the president has explained to the released the 
extent of the danger to which radicalism and the radical groups had exposed 
the country--a danger that would have harmed all of Egypt. Muhyi al-Din 
further said that some of the detained are partisan politicians and others 
are independent politicians and that the socialist public prosecutor has be- 
come certain that none of them has any connection with this radicalism. 


Egypt for All 


During the meeting, the released politicians expressed their deep appreciation 
for this magnificent progressive step and for [the president's] adherence to 
democracy as an approach. They also expressed [their resolution] to steer 
clear of provocation. They further expressed the hope that those against 
whom no charges are proven will be released and will begin anew the move for- 
ward practice of dialogue in Egypt. The released politicians also asserted 
in their words before the president that never in the history of the world 
have detainees been released to proceed to the presidential palace to meet 
and hold a dialogue with the president. The president assured them that Egypt 
is for all. 


Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din has also said [word unintelligible] the right of the 
released detainees to resume their life as before. They also have the right 
to return to their previous jobs so as to perform their duties in serving 
Egypt. He has also said that they have the right to engage in any political 
activity. 


Forty-Five Politicians 


Answering a question on whether there are more detained politicians, Muhyi 
al-Din said: "There are 45 more. Some of them are charged with conveying in- 
telligence to a foreign country. These will be referred to the State 
Security Prosecution to complete their interrogation. The interrogation of 
others will continue until a decision is made in their cases. If no charges 
are proven against them, they will be released immediately." 


Very Great Thing 


After meeting with President Husni Mubarak as one of those detained politi- 
cally in accordance with last September's resolutions and released in accor- 
dance with the decision issued yesterday, Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal said: “— 
believe that this is the first time in which the president of the republic 
receives and talks with detained politicians. Il consider this in itself a 
very great thing." 


61 











Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal added: "The release decision is free of any condi- 
tions. What I have heard from the president calls for confidence. He is thus 
turning a new leaf in Egypt's history. I personally support him with all my 
etrength and wish him success. I am fully confident that it will be a very 
bright page and I wish him good luck. Every patriot must support the presi- 
dent and help him turn this new page." 


Uniting Ranks 


"Abd al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji has described the release decision as a sincere 
and unique endeavor on the part of the president to unite the nation's ranks. 
Al-Shurbaji implored God to grant the president success for the good of the 
country. 


Ahmad Farghali said: "The president has talked about Egypt, has called for 
unity of the ranks and has asked that we start a new phase. The president 
has also promised that he will reinstate the journalists expelled from their 
newspapers." 
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EGYPT 


NEW PERSONAL, FAMILY IDENTITY CARDS TO BE ISSUED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 5 Dec 81 p 8 


[Article by Hasan Abu al-'Aynayn: "Impossible-to-Forge Plastic Personal and 
Family Identity Cards Are to Be Issued; Automated [computerized] System to 

File Applications and Documents of 25 Million So That no More Than One Identity 
Card May Be Issued for Each Citizen; Penalty for Forging Cards or Any Data They 
Contain Is Temporary Imprisonment at Hard Labor"] 


[Text] It has been decided to issue 25 million personal ard family identity 
cards being made of plastic so that they may be impossible to forge. It has 
also been decided to implement an automated [computerized] system to file the 
applications and documents pertaining to these identity cards so as to elim- 
inate the phenomenon of one citizen getting more than one identity card from 
several offices of civil records. It has been further decided to outlaw the 
forgery of identity cards or any of their contents and to make the penalty for 
such forgery a prison term at hard labor. 


Muhammad Nabawi Isma'il, the deputy prime minister and minister of interior, 
has discussed with Maj Gen Michel Salim Sa'd, the head of the Civil Status 
Agency, the means capable of preventing the forgery of identity cards or the 
replacement of the original photographs by others and the means to enhance the 
standard of work at the civil record offices. 


It has been decided to use glue to affix the photograph to the identity card 
so that the photograph may be torn at the first attempt to replace it by 
another photograph. It has also been decided to modify the specifications of 
of the paper used for photographs to be affixed to identity cards so as to 
make it easy to stick the picture to the identity card and to apply the 
pressure seal to it, in addition to the stamp marked on the top part of the 
identity card to make it impossible to forge. It has been further decided to 
use electronic copying machines to copy the original applications for the 
identity cards issued by the Civil Status Agency instead of having these 
applications copied by hand so as to insure that the date and photographs 
contained in the original applications and in the copies are the same. 


It has also been decided to bolster the civil status offices in the security 
departments with the officers they need and to appoint one officer to supervise 


every four civil record offices with the aim of establishing stricter control 
over these offices and of provir ing the necessary facilities to the citizens 
frequenting these offices. 
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EGYPT 


OFFICIAL EFFORTS TO FOIL PASSPORT FORGERIES DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 7 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Ahmad 'Abduh: "As of Today, Nobody Will Depart From or Enter 
Egypt With Forged Passport] 


[Text] It has become impossible for anyone to leave or enter the country with 
a forged passpart now that the Criminal Evidence Investigations Office has 
supplied all the country's exits with laboratories to examine papers and 
documents in which highly qualified officers work and now that the Ministry 

of Interior's electronic computer has supplied all the ports and airports with 
the latest modern computers that provide all data on passengers in less than 

a minute. 


It has also been decided finally to change the current passports and issue new 
passports with the latest confidential guarantees that are capable of exposing 
any attempt to tamper with the passports as of the first moment of forgery. 


In a final and decisive attempt to curtail the endeavors to forge passports-- 
considering that the average number of forgery cases seized monthly is 150 
cases--the research laboratories of the Criminal Evidence Investigations 
Office have conducted advanced scientific studies to find out the source of 
forgery of the Egyptian passports. 


Maj Gen Muhammad Fu'ad Farid, the general director of the Criminal Evidence 
Investigations Office, says that in accordance with the instructions of the 
deputy prime minister and minister of interior, the agency has set up labora- 
tories for quick criminal examination in all of the republic's ports and air- 
ports and has supplied these laboratories with the latest equipment to uncover 
forgeries. It has also supplied them with a guide to examine foreign pass- 
ports. 


Maj Gen Muhammad Fu'ad Farid adds that the modern equipment for uncovering 
forgeries comes second to personal experience. This is why the agency has 
been careful to conduct initial and specialized courses for the officers 
working in passports and criminal evidence--courses which have enabled the 
Ministry of Interior to develop highly experienced officers. 
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Battle With Science Against Skill 


Regarding the sources of forgery revealed by the research, Maj Gen Anwar Nassar, 
the assistant director general of the Criminal Evidence Investigations Office, 
says that the extent of the precision and skill with which the professionals 
commit their crimes has become evident from the actual crimes uncovered. This 
is why the research has taken the form of a "scientific battle" leading to the 
use of the latest sophisticated equipment developed by science to expose all 
the methods of the forgers. 


Radiative Ink 


Maj Gen Anwar Nassar adds that all the forgery attempts have been focused on 
changing data written by hand and in types of ink that respond to chemical 
processes. This is why efforts have had to be made to develop new types of 
ink that resist all forgery attempts. In cooperation with the Passports 
Agency, types of radiative ink have been developed. These kinds of ink remain 
steady in color and resist the attempts to erase them. However, passport 
tampering has not stopped at this limit but has extended to forging the seals. 
However, new pressure seals have been manufactured by the mint at the request 
of the Passports Office. These seals have more prominent features and contain 
minute marks that are difficult to imitate. Any attempt to tamper with such 
seals can be discovered with the naked eye. 


There are then the photographs which used to be affixed to passports manually 
and which were easy to remove. Now, the photographs are affixed automatically 
in a manner that helps spread this substance [presumably glue] evenly under 
the entire photograph. 


New Passport First Thing to Expose Counterfeiter 


Speaking of the new passports, Maj Gen Muhammad Fu'ad Farid says that the 
research included the Egyptian passports and the passports of the advanced 
countries to study the means to secure the Egyptian passports against forgery. 
On the basis of this research, the agency experts have decided that the paper 
of the new passport will consist of two layers: An invisible layer topped by 
a visible layer containing inscriptions and embellishments that are easily 
affected by the various erasing processes. Should anybody try to tamper with 
the new passport, these inscriptions and embellishments disappear immediately 
and the secret [invisible] layer of the passport becomes visible. At that 
moment, the counterfeiter will immediately realize that the passport will 
inevitably lead him to jail. 


A passports official has stated that the measures to get the new passport ready 
have entered the final stage after which the passport will be issued to the 
citizens. The official has also said that agreement has been reached between 
the Arab Office For Design of the Ministry of Housing and the company which is 
building the special depot in which the new passport will be printed to deliver 
the depot no later than the end of next January so as to install the machinery 
in this depot which will be attached to the Printing Office. 
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The measures to import the machinery to print and bind this passport and 
special papers for writing in the personal imformation have already been 
started. 


The question that poses itself now is: How can the secrecy of the guarantees 
secured for the new passport be maintained if the passport components will be 
imported from abroad? 


In reply, Maj Gen Anwar Nassar says that the components of the new passport 
will be imported from establishments specialized in insuring documents. More- 
over, other guarantees known only to the workers in this field will be added. 


Thirty-One Workers Return Without Passports 


There is a consensus that counterfeiters resort to three methods to acquire 
valid passports: Stealing, agreement with passport owners and tricking the 
passport owners. The examples are numerous and the latest of these examples 
is the return of 31 workers to Cairo Airport without their passports. 


"Ali Wahbi, al-Nuzhah prosecution attorney, says that the story began last 
April when 31 workers agreed with a travel agency in al-Mansurah to make 
arrangements for them to go work in Libya. Each worker paid the agency 500 
pounds in return for the service. The agency took them to Malta. Immediately 
upon their arrival at the hotel in Malta, a representative of al-Mansurah 
travel agency met them and took away their passports on the pretext of getting 
them Libyan entry visas. The workers kept waiting at the hotel for 9 days 
until they ran out of money. Meanwhile, the representative and the passports 
disappeared. The workers were forced to seek aid from the Egyptian embassy 
which sent them back to Cairo at the expense of the state. The prosecution 

is currently examining the case of these workers. 


The perplexing question is: Why do some citizens resort to illegal means to 
leave the country when the state considers it the right of every citizen to 
acquire a passport? 


Maj Gen Anwar Nassar says that some citizens resort to these means if there is 
an obstacle preventing their departure, such as disapproval of the departure 
by the employing party or the fact that some of those wishing to leave the 
country are wanted for conscription. But the overwhelming majority of those 
who resort to such means are misguided people. Here emerges the role of the 
information media which must enlighten the public. This in itself will help 
the agencies in charge to apprehend the delinquent and to foil the forgery 
attempts. 
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EGYPT 


PLAN TO AMEND CONSCRIPTION LAW EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 30 Nov 81 p 1 


[Article: "Main Features of Bill to Amend Military and National Service Law; 
Ministry of Defense Ends Studies on Bill; New Law Submitted for Broad 
Discussion; Start of Conscription at Age 18 After Secondary School and Before 
University; Call Up Confined to Summer Vacations; Equal Service Opportunities 
for Conscripts and Exempts"”] 


[Text] AL-AHRAM military editor has learned that the Ministry of Defense has 
completed a series of studies on amending the military and national service 
law currently in force and that this amendment will be submitted for a broad 
discussion by the popular, legislative and executive circles prior to putting 
it into implementation. The new law will create an enormous development in 
the method and plans of providing personnel for the armed forces. 


The editor has also learned that the most prominent features of the new law 
are: 


1. Military and national service will be imposed on whoever has reached the 
age of 18, provided that their performance of the national service is in line 
with the needs of the armed forces and of the state (either service in units 
of the armed forces, in national units or in state public service units). 


2. Performance of the military and national service will be organized at an 
early age as soon as the youth get their high school degree and before they 


enroll in the universities, with the service period extending for 2 years. 


3. Will provide the armed forces manpower needs from among the youth who 
enjoy the highest educational, physical and professional standards. 


4. Will reconsider the cases of final and temporary exemption and the cases 
of conscription postponement to benefit from these cases in the national or 
public service units, depending on the individual's social circumstances and 
the original exemption causes. 

5. Will unify military conscription in two kinds of service: 


Qualified personnel to be conscripted for 2 years. 


Ordinary personnel to be conscripted for a period of 3 years. 
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6. Will regulate enrollment in the military colleges and voluntary t.rollment, 
with salary, in the armed forces schools and institutes under military control. 
Such enrollment is to take place after an individual completes all or part of 
the military service, provided that the period served is not less than one 
year. 


7. Will develop the system of mobilization and of calling up the reserves to 
make it compatible with studies at the university level and provided that the 
call up for training is confined to the summer vacation period only. 


8. Will establish control by the conscription agencies over the manpower 
resources and, consequently, reduce the cases of truancy and evasion by 
abolishing the postponement for reasons of college education and by unifying 
the conscription age for all, making it the age of 18 years. 


One of the important features of t»2 new law is that it represents a revo- 
lutionary development in the method of providing personnel for the armed 

forces by virtue of the fact that it establishes a balance between the shortest 
period needed to develop the individual into a capable fighter and the need 

not to interrupt educational continuity between the secondary and university 
phases for a period that affects the students’ educational standard. 


Moreover, the conscripts with middle-level qualifications will, along with 
the volunteer noncommissioned officers, form the main structure of the armed 
forces personnel. Here, an enormous leap can be made toward modernizing the 
armed forces and enhancing the ability of their men to absorb the sophisti- 
cated modern equipment in the shortest time possible, thus saving a lot of 
effort, time and expenses. Consequently, the size of the armed forces can be 
reduced without affecting their combat capability. 
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EGYPT 


PUBLICATION OF NPUG PAPER RESUMED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 2981, 27 Nov 81 p 10 
[Article: "Grouping Party Crosses Difficult Turn"] 


[Text] AL-TAQADDUM, the internal publication of the NPUG [National Pro- 
gressive Unionist Grouping Party], has reappeared after a period of suspen- 
sion. Its first edition was published on the morrow of the NPUG Central 
Committee meeting and its opening editorial welcomed President Husni 
Mubarak, saying that from the day he assumed power the president has been 
trying to establish a new course of government that contains numerous posi- 
tive aspects. 


The edition also says yes to "the dialogue" and asserts that the party will 
try as hard as it can to turn this dialogue into a productive national and 
political action. 


The Central Committee held its second session for this year last week under 
the chairmanship of Khalid Muhyi al-Din, the NPUG secretary general. The 
meeting was supposed to be attended by 202 members but only 142 attended. 
It was also supposed to last 2 days but was shortened to l day and convened 
for 6 consecutive hours. 


The Central Committee discussed two reports, the first a plan on the tasks 
and duties of political action in the coming phase and the second a report 
analyzing the current political, social and economic conditions in Egypt, 
meaning that it is a report studying and analyzing the current political 
situation in Egypt. 


After hearing Secretary General Khalid Muhyi al-Din's report on President 
Husni Mubarak's meeting with an NPUG delegation, the Central Committee wel- 
comed this new step, considering that constrictive dédlogue is the first 
step toward laying down sound rules for political action and toward estab- 
lishing the opposition's political rights. 


Upon examining the new directions in the economic policy declared by Presi- 
dent Husni Mubarak, the Central Committee expressed deep interest in the 
seven issues raised by President Mubarak and asked the General Secretariat 
to take the necessary measures to participate in this dialogue with the aim 
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of offering all that is possible to make the dialogue a success and to bring 
it to practical conclusions. 


The Central Committee also expressed the hope that Egypt will regain its role 
in the vanguard of the Arab struggle and the hope that all the necessary in- 
structions in this regard will be realized [issued]. The members also dis- 
cussed the statement in President Mubarak's speech saying: "The lofty Egypt 
will not revolve in the orbit of this or that state and the proud Egypt will 
not be a part of this or that party's strategy." 


Thus, this session is considered an important step on the path of the develop- 


ment of the NPUG. The date of the convocation of this meeting [presumably 
between Mubarak and an NPUG delegation] will constitute a prominent landmark. 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZED 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2790, 30 Noy 81 pp 8-9, 62-63 


[Article by Mahmud al-Maraghi: "ROSE AL-YUSUF Continues Discussing Economic 
Issue; Government Criticizes Itself, and So Do We; Muhyi al-Din Says: ‘Our 
Foreign Resources Have Increased Tenfold'; ROSE AL-YUSUF Asks: Why Do We 
Borrow From Outside World; Will President Mubarak's words on Government 
Advertisements Turn into Law"] 


[Text] The question raised continues to be: Do we need a new economic policy? 


ROSE AL-YUSUF has raised the question in the past 2 weeks and the government 

has entered as a party in the discussion with its statement to the People's 

Assembly last week. What has the government said ani in what directions is it 
inclined. 


Government Criticizes Itself 


Dr Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din, the first deputy prime minister, spoke for 2 hours, 
iauding the open-door policy and the positive accomplishments it has 
realized. But he then said: "However, the open-door economy has developed 
some flaws and its implementation has been accompanied by some negative 
aspects." After 7 years of implementation of the open-door policy, Dr Muhyi 
al-Din proposed that "we reconsider our economic conditions to eliminate the 
flaws and to eradicate the negative aspects." 


So the matter, as seen by the government, it no more than some flaws and nega- 
tive aspects and the situation, from the government's viewpoint, "is mostly 
positive." 


But because the president of the republic is the one who initiated the dis- 
cussion, the government and its agencies have had to say something, to ex- 
press an opinion or to offer an interpretation. 


In its evaluation, the government says that the positive accomplishments of 
the open-door poliey are an objective fact which can be discerned "through 


scientific comparison." The examples cited by the government are: 


The investment rate has escalated. 
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The saving rate has increased. 
The national production has increased. 


The foreign currency resources available to Egypt increased tenfold between 
1974 and 1980 (the resources were $829 million which have risen to $9 billion). 


The government has not talked about the inflation rate and about the high 
prices. It has not discussed the continued deficit at the national level and 
at the level of the state's general budget. The government has also failed to 
discuss the social consequences of the open-door policy. 


Thus, the government has told only half of the truth. 


This half still needs to be discussed. The income has increased and the foreign 
currency resources have risen tenfold. If we omit loans and aid, we can say 
that our foreign currency resources have increased nearly sevenfold. The 
question here is: Why does the deficit continue to exist and why do we borrow 
from the outside world? Isn't this an indication that the consumption rates 
generated by the open-door policy exceed any increase in production? Isn't 

this an indication that we have forgotten the popular proverb which says: 
"Stretch your feet just enough for your quilt to cover them?" Isn't it an 
indication that we have, without adequate justification, used the quilt of 
others? 


I do believe so. This is one thing that the government hasn't answered. 


In any case, it is humanly possible for a man to be the prime executor and 
the prime critic of himself. The government cannot modify fundamentally 
policies which it has embraced for several years. 


Yet, the government has not closed the door. When it tried to offer an inter- 
pretation of how the open-door economy should be, it said: "We must increase 
our investment and must channel this investment for the production of basic 
goods and services for the overwhelming majority and not for luxury goods 
which are used by few. Moreover, the investment must move more in the 
direction of producing goods than of producing services so that we may correct 
"the structural flaw existing between the production sectors and the service 
sectors." 


Does this mean that the government intends to follow a new economic policy? 
The question is important because all the previous government policies and 
all the statements of the economy sector officials were not of this kind. 


The aim of the above words is to turn the open-door economy into a production 
economy. This was not the case before. The aim is also to establish a balance 
between production and services at a time when the share of the services, 
commerce and dependent sectors exceeds consisderably the share of the produc- 
tion sectors. The aim is, furthermore, to set up projects to produce basic 
goods and services. The situation wasn't so before. 
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In statements before the Advisory Group in Paris, Dr ‘Abd al-Mun'im al-Qaysuni 
said: "The time has come for the government to build the utilities and for 
the private sector to build the projects." The same concept was reiterated by 
Dr ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Abd al-Majid, the present deputy prime minister, before the 
British businessmen who met in Cairo recently. 


This visualization, or this philosophy, is no longer compatible with the 
new statements being made by the government. We cannot talk of essential 
goods and services and leave the matter to the fundamentally profit-seeking 
private sector. We cannot talk of the declining role of the state and of 
the public sector in the production sphere--a sector that is declining in 
the face of the other sectors and creating a flaw that is compelling us to 
resort to the world market and say: Can we get more? 


The government for the utilities and the private sector for production! This 
is a slogan that is difficult to implement. The past 7 years have not wit- 
nessed the triumph of this slogan and the reason is obvious, namely: The 
private sector has not been able to act and this failure has not been caused 
by a change in the conviction of the government or of the successive govern- 
ments, as proven by the latest statement by Dr ‘Abd al-Razzaq "Abd al-Majid. 


Different Statement 


Has the government expressed its new conviction when discussing the seven 
problems raised by President Mubarak? 


Had it done so, we would have read a different statement. It has not. The 
government's argument may be that the discussion is still open. But we also 
understand that this does not absolve the government. The least Dr Fu'ad 
Muhyi al-Din should have offered while discussing the seven problems in his 
stat ement was to offer on behalf of the government a working paper for those 
who want a debate. The government should have presented the real situation, 
the fundamental data and the questions raised over each of these problems. 


Speaking about housing, the government has said that its efforts alone are 

not enough and that the government role is to build, to control and to support 
the private sector. The government has said this and nothing else. It hasn't 
said what the volume of the actual accomplishment is, how many units should 
the government and the private sector build, how many units are occupied and 
how many units are built at a reasonable cost. 


The government has not said where the problem is heading, whether it is grow- 
ing or shrinking in dimension and what the results of the policies embraced 
are. All this is essential for the debaters to complete their discussion. 


In any case, we can say as a result of a very quick review of the problems, 
opinions and policies that the government has raised more questions than it 
has provided answers. 


Let us begin with the questions. 











Questions Seeking Answer 


The first question concerns consumption and the accusation that consumption is 
lost between the wealthy who consume extravagantly and the poor whose patterns 
of consumption are changed by necessity. The accusation is even lost between 

the government and the citizens: Who wastes more and consumes at higher rates? 


In its :statement, the government does not provide an adequate answer. How- 
ever, it does speak of several ways to deal with the problem. It says that 
it has resorted to the weapon of taxes and of absorbing the savings to deal 
with this problem. 


The question is: What are the results of this policy? Has the consumption 
declined? 


The rule which says that taxes absorb an excess income which influences the 
individual's consumption is, most likely, a rule intended for the business 
séctor and not the employees sector. This business sector is able to re- 
saddle the others with the tax burden. For example, if the tax on houses is 
raised, the landlords raise the rent or the key money by the same degree. If 
the commercial profits tax is raised for the merchants, they make up for the 
increase from the consumers. Thus, the profits and, consequently, the consump- 
tion of the well-to-do do not decline. Rather, the burden gets heavier for 
people with limited and fixed incomes. 


At the same time, the tax policy makers find themselves facing two courses: 
Increase the taxes to curtail consumption (according to their belief) or reduce 
the tax prices to encourage investment, The prevalent impression in the 
economic circles, especially the government economic circles, has been the 
impression that taxes must be lowered in Egypt so as not to disappoint inves- 
tors. In fact, the general income tax, the biggest tax levied on people with 

a high income has been lowered. 


So, what do taxes do? Can entertainment, hotel and similar taxes be every- 
thing? Or does the situation require another solution inclined toward the 
policy of the redistribution of income, the generation of income and the 
channelling of this income? 


Question Raised 


Another question connected with the excess and the extravagance for which the 
government can see no examples is the question of government vehicles, parties 
and newspaper advertisements. There is no doubt that all this embodies a kind 
of extravagance which turns into [a pattern of] consumption. There is also 

no doubt that the instructions which President Mubarak issued upon assuming 
the presidency to put an end to the newspaper advertisements can be turned 
into a law banning the government from publishing any non-commercial advert ise- 
ment, such as the advertisements published on certain occasions, advertise- 
ments of support and condemnation or advertisements of welcome and congratu- 
lations. All this must be prevented. The taxpayers’ money must not turn into 
acts of courtesy by some officials who pay nothing from their own pockets. 








Such a law can be promulgated. But we can also view the issue of extra- 
vagance, or the waste of resources, from a broader angle. 


Let us cite an example, even though I am no nuclear energy expert. It has 

been decided to build eight nuclear power plants to generate electricity. 
According to the speech delivered at last week's conference on the management 
and organization of energy, each plant will cost 1.2 billion pounds. This 
means that we will pay 10 billion pounds for a partial . transformation from 

the adopted methods of electricity generation to new methods relying on nuclear 
power. 


Is this necessary or are there other less expensive means? 


The question is essential, especially since a battle has erupted over the 
question of the availability of uranium in Egypt and since the predominant 
inclination [belief] is that we will import the fuel, meaning that we will 
have to continually pay the price of operating these plants. In any case, 
we have no answer to the question of whether to pay 10 billion pounds, and 
millions more to operate the plants later, or whether we 'can do something 
else. 


The experts have the answer. If they could find an alternative to nuclear 
energy or if they could ascertain the availability of uranium and, conse- 
quently, the necessary fuel, then this would mean attaining the same goals at 
a lower cost. 


This is just an example cited in the course for our discussion of the invest- 
ment costs. Another example cited in this regard is the housing construction 
method and whether housing should be built of cement, iron, or follow another 
less expensive design relying on a conventional method of construction. 


Drain to Outside World 


The statement also responds to the issue of importation raised by President 
Mubarak, acknowledging that imports have become a problem. While representing 
21 percent of the national income in 1980 [as published], the imports have 
grown to represent 53 of the national production in 1980. 


So the government agrees with what ROSE AL-YUSUF said last week, namely that 
one-half the income goes abroad as the price of goods and services offered by 
the outside world to Egypt. 


We have said that this is a drain that must be ended and the government has 
agreed with us on this. But it has added that it is studying the means to 
curtail this tendency without undermining the open-door economic policy. 
Here, the government must define what it means by the open-door economy. 


The open-door economy, as sought by Dr "Abd al-'Aziz Hijazi in 1974 and 
according to Hijazi's statements, means: Expanding the production capacities 
and additional sums of money to help achieve this goal. 








In practice, the open-docr economy has turned into a number of policies that 
guarantee greater freedom for whoever wants to engage in commerce, to import, 
to produce, to consume and to choose the sphere of activity he wants any way 
he wants. 


Thus, the open-door economic policy has not been confined to production but 
has emerged more clearly in the sphere of commerce and services. 


Foreign banks have become the most distinguishing marks of this policy and 
the imported consumer goods that are flooding the markets have become this 
policy's most obvious results. The exception to the rule is the restriction 
on the number of commodities [imported]. A law has been issued regulating 
this aspect. The rule also was control over the currency whereas this rule 
has now become that of the free circulation of currency whereby the transfer 
of monies to the outside world in any sum is permitted. A law has also been 
issued regulating this aspect. 


The rule also used to be that the financing apparatus, which is the backbone 
of the economy, is governmert-owned. But it is no longer so. The rule used 
to be that the public sector merited most attention whereas the private and 
foreign capital is now pampered. When we considered equal privileges, we 
took into account the Egyptian private capital and the foreign private 
capital but not the public sector. 


These are the negative aspects of the open-door economy. Can we reduce imports 
without imposing on them controls that do not undermine the open-door 

economic policy? The government position is unclear. Is it a new policy or 
is it the modification of an already existing policy? 


Dr Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din is not in a hurry to answer. Perhaps this in itself 
calls for the discussion to become active and for numerous opinions to be 
expressed so that government policy may afterwards respond to what the 
economists say, and even to what the man-in-the-street says and needs. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


PERMANENT PRESIDENTIAL HEADQUARTERS--It has been decided to establish a 
permanent presidential headquarters at which the president resides and in 
which he conducts the duties of his office and his meetings. This is a 
tradition which is in practice in most countries of the world and which is 
being introduced to Egypt for the first time. Immediately upon his election, 
the president will leave his private home and move to reside and work in the 
new headquarters and stay there until the end of his term in office. He 
will then leave the headquarters and return to his private home to be 
replaced by the new president. MAYU has learned that the search for the 
headquarters has not ended yet. It had been proposed that al-Qubbah Palace 
be turned into a permanent presidential headquarters but the proposal was 
turned down because of the enormous size of the palace and because of its 
remoteness from the city. A proposal to use ‘Abidin Palace was also dis- 
carded so that traffic jams may not be created in the center of Cairo every 
time the president leaves or returns to the palace. However, it has been 
agreed to select the old Heliopolis Hotel in Heliopolis, which was once 
turned into the headquarters of the Confederation of Arab Republics, to 
become the new permanent presidential headquarters. The building is being 
currently examined and studies are being conducted on how to prepare it in 
order to include the president's office, the residential quarters of the 
special guard and the private secretariat. In light of this examination of 
the Heliopolis Hotel it will be decided whether to use it as a permanent 
presidential headquarters or to search for another place. [Text] [Cairo 
MAYU in Arabic 30 Nov 81 p 1] 8494 


PASSPORT FOR EMIGRES--It has been decided to issue a new passport designed 
according to the latest international technical methods in order to make a 
count of the Egyptians living abroaa and to benefit from their expertise and 
their savings, amounting to nearly $3 billion, in the production open-door 
economy and in the development firms. It has also been decided to form a 
major union in Cairo for Egyptian emigres and to form subcommittees to 
contact them in the world capitals. It has been further decided to draw up 
a foreign information plan to bind the emigres to their homeland. Albert 
Barsum Salamah, the minister of state for Emigration and Egyptians Abroad 
affairs, stated at the Advisory Committee meeting yesterday that preparations 
are currently underway, in cooperation with the departments and ministries 
concerned, to formulate complete legislation to regulate emigration. He has 
also stated that the new conscription law will grant privileges and 








facilities to Egyptian emigres, that customs exemptions given upon departure 
and return will be developed and that an Egyptian association for friendship 
with foreign countries will be formed. Salamah also said that the committee 
will discuss building economy-level cooperative housing complexes for the 
emigres and selecting honorary consuls from among them to tend and organize 
their affairs and to form Egyptian regional groups in the countries of 
emigration. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 4 Dec 81 p 1] 8494 


DELEGATION TO KABUL--The first Egyptian delegation to visit Afghanistan since 
the death of Egyptian President al-Sadat has headed for Kabul, the capital of 
Afghanistan, after a shorc stopover in Moscow, the Soviet capital. The 
delegation is comprised of Baha‘ al-Din Kamal, the assistant secretary general 
of the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Committee, journalist Anji Rushdi and 
novelist Edward al-Kharrat. The delegation has been joined by a number of 
Egyptian writers and journalists, including a group working in AL-AHRAM's 
Strategic Studies Center. It is worth noting that before President al-Sadat's 
assassination, Egyptian journalists were banned from going to Afghanistan and 
that Egypt hosted opponents of the Afghani regime and supported them mili- 
tarily. It has been reiterated that the delegation's visit was approved by 
President Mubarak upon the urging and pledges of al-Sharqawi personally. 
Coverage of the news of Afghanistan in the late President al-Sadat's time was 
received from the Pakistani borders after al-Sadat had withdrawn the Egyptian 
embassy crew from Kabul in the wake of the severance of the relations with 
Cairo by President Taraki because of Cairo's condemnation of his policy. An 
Egyptian diplomat is now in charge of the so-called Egyptian Interests Section 
operating under the ‘lag of another embassy in Kabul. Some observers are 
inclined to consider President Mubarak's permission to a number of Egyptians 
to visit Afghanistan under the current circumstances as part of a reconcili- 
ation plan toward Afghanistan and as an expression of Egypt's goodwill and its 
efforts to develop a new understanding of the situation. This permission is 
also interpreted as a truce with the Soviets on the other hand. [Text] [Paris 
AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 21 Nov 81 pp 17-18] 8494 


PLATFORM SECURITY INVESTIGATION--AL-AKHBAR has learned that the military 
prosecution is investigating the third part of al-Sadat assassination, namely 
the issue of the platform security. The investigation is supervised by Maj 
Gen 'Izz al-Din Riyad and Col Bahri Mahmud "Abd al-Qadir, the head of the 
military prosecution. The investigation, started on 8 November, has included 
a number of the special presidential guard, the republican guard, the mili- 
tary intelligence and the presidential police. No specific charges have been 
made against anyone yet. Examination of the second rart of the case, namely 
the part concerning the failure to perform duty affecting 6 military persons, 
has been completed and the sentences in the case issued, The sentences have 
been referred to the president's office of ratification, considering that they 
include a sentence expelling an officer from the armed forces. [Text] [Cairo 
AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 29 Nov 81 p 1] 8494 
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SUPPORT FOR PRESIVENT--Lawyer Mumtaz Nassar, member of the People's Assembly, 
has sent a cable of thanks, appreciation and support for President Husni 
Mubarak on occasion of the release of the detainees. Following is the text of 
the cable: "On occasion of the release of a number of detainees, I express 

to your excellency my deepest thanks and my appreciation and support for this 
noble step for democracy and the supremacy of the law, beseeching God to 

keep you and hoping that your procession will continue. All the Egyptians 
support you. May God give you success and lead your steps on the right path, 
He is the best patron and the best support." [Text] [Cairo AL-AKHBAR in 
Arabic 26 Nov 81 p 1] 8494 
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IRAN 


PROGRAMS FORMULATED TO IMPROVE MAJOR SECTORS OF ECONOMY 
Gas for Five Cities 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 30 Jan 82 p 3 
[Report based on interview with Haj Abolqasem Vafi, head of Oil Committee} 


[Text] KEYHAN Political Bureau Hojat ol-Eslam 
Abolqasem Vafi, who is chairman of the Petroleum 
Committee of the commission established in 
accordance with Article 90 of the Constitution, 
in an interview with the KEYHAN, announced the 
plans of the gas company for the distribution 

of gas in the cities of Tehran, Mashhad, Shiraz 
and Esfahan. 


The interview took place following the attendance of Hojat ol-Eslam Vari, 
deputy minister of gas of the Ministry of Petroleum, at a session of the 
Article Ninety Commission of the Majles. We asked the chairman of the 
Petroleum Committee about the reason for the session as well as its results. 
He replied, "Sometimes the complaints referred to the Article 90 Commis- 
sion of the Islamic Republic Majles are of an individual nature. After 
investigation, the commission can direct the report of the authorities to 

the person making the complaint. But in some cases, the complaints concern 
not one person or one family but hold general implications and sometimes 
even concern several city regions or provinces. in such cases, the duty 

of the Commission, formed in accordance with Article Ninety the Constitution, 
is to bring the results of investigations to the attention of the public. 
Recently, complaints have reached the Commission from Holy Mashhad, Tehran 
and Esfahan about the Iranian National Gas Company regarding the distribution 
of gas and discrimination between poor and wealthy neighborhoods. In order 
to report to the people of these cities, the Commission invited officials 

of the gas company and involved engineers to appear before the Commission 

and explain this matter. 


The reason for the distribution of gas to the northern part of the city of 


Tehran: Protestors from Tehran complain that efforts to previde the northern 
part of the city with gas are far greater than activity in the central and 
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southern areas. The protestors further wish to know why service cannci be 
extended to those homes near the main gas lines. We asked the deputy 
minister of gas from the Ministry of Petroleum to address these complaints. 
He explained: 


"During the time of the satanic regime, the northern part of the city and 

the upper classes living in this area enjoyed special favors. Consequently, 
when the natural gas project began in 1350 (21 March 1971-20 March 1972), 
preferential treatment was given to the northern part of the city. The 
network of gas lines laid there became the main gas lines. Im addition to 
the greater financial ability of the residents of this geographical area, 

it was assumed that they would use more gas thus bringing greater profits 

to the gas company. Initial steps were taken in this direction. Therefore, 
after the success of the revolution when officials of the National Gas 
Company studied the project, they realized that they were faced with a "fait 
accompli" and there was no choice but to utilize the existing facilities. 
Especially when we were faced with a shortage of diesel oil and were import- 
ing it from abroad. Likewise, shortage of technical equipment such as 
pipelines and meters created difficulties in setting up of extension lines 
and in the expansion of network in new locations. Shortage of manpower and 
restriction in company's development budget appeared to be another legitimate 
obstacle. Despite all of these problems, the gas company has been attempting 
to gradually bring gas service to the whole of south Tehran. At resent, 
about 14,000 service lines have been built in Naziabad, "Aliabad and Sizdah 
Aban area. With the preliminary work presently in progress, this number will 
reach 40,000 by next year. Three years from now, the number of service lines 
will amount to 58,000." 


He then said that according to the deputy minister of petroleum, all efforts 
of the gas company are concentrated on bringing the required facilities to 
the oppressed people and to south Tehran. Therefore, as much as possible, 
priority will be given to these districts in the construction of gas lines. 


Status of the Network for Gas Distribution in Mashhad 


The chairman of the Petroleum Committee of the Article 90 Commission then 
stated, regarding the distribution of gas in the city of Mashhad, "With the 
trip to Mashhad of officials responsible for the distribution of gas in the 
country, measures have been taken. Serious measures will be taken to expand 
the network of gas lines in the poor sections of the city. For the information 
of the people of this religious city, we announce the most recent progress 
reports": 


1, The date of completion for 30 kilometers of gas lines and 3,800 service 
lines in Sargaz Fatemi area was fall of 1980. All work has been finished, 
but some homes have not yet been utilizing gas. 

2. On 12 December 1981, work was begun on 13 kilometers of gas lines and 
1,300 service extensions in the area enclosed by Khajeh Rabi' Street, Gaz 
Street, Rah Ahan Street, and Mosallam Street. Completion is predicted 

by 20 March 1982. 
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3. Tollab and Khajeh Rabi' area requires 306 kilometers of gas line network 
and 23,000 service extensions. The budget for the project has been deter- 
mined, the implementation program has been drawn up, equipment has been 
ordered, and a map in the scale of 1 to 200 has been prepared. Actual 
operations will begin in spring of 1983. 


Some of the problems have to do with the main gas pipelines around the city, 
and will be solved with cooperation from the governor's office and the 
mayor's office. 


4. The Martyr Beheshti Development, where the families of martyrs and war 
casualties live, requires 5 kilometers of gas line network and 1,890 service 
extensions for apartments. 


5. The area enclosed by Dadvar Street, Imam Khomeyni Street, Asya'i Road 
and Bahar Street requires a gas pipeline network 22 kilometers in length 
and will provide service for 3,460 consumer units. Some of this work has 
been completed. 


Expansion of the Gas Pipeline Network in Shiraz 


Hojat ol'Eslam Vafi went on to say, "In Shiraz as well, the main reason for 
the shortage of service line extensions is that there is only one main gas 
line. Gas flowing to residents is, therefore, restricted. We have been 
forced to give priority to industrial complexes. Recently, an agreement has 
been concluded between the gas company and Italian contractors to construct 
a new gas line, hopefully to be completed within the next 5 months, in order 
to increase natural gas service to residential units." 


The chairman of the Petroleum Committee then stated, "Esfahan, too, is similar 
to Tehran in respect to its gas project. Recently, steps have been taken to 
include the poor sections of the city in the plan for gas distribution. 

Natural gas service has recently been provided for the districts of Hoseynabad, 
"Aliabad, Sichun and Pachenar as far as Vahid Street, Kuy-e Iman, Kulehparcheh 
and Hemmatabad which were not at all included in the gas distribution plan. 

Due to the poverty of the residents and through government policies, gas 
distribution has been implemented in these districts. In addition, 1,040 
apartment units of the Housing Organization located at the beginning of ‘ 
Malekshah Road and in Sartib District between Taleqani Street and Sheykh 
Baha'i Street are under study and survey for gas service. It is hoped that 
the plan for gas distribution, and wiring for its implementation will in 

every respect be in accordance with the govermnent's overall policy." 


The chairman of the Gas Committee concluded by expressing the hope of the 
Article 90 Commission that the results of investigating the complaints 
referred to the Majles, the preliminaries of which have already been 
accomplished will be placed before the nation of martyrs, with honesty and 
clarity through contact with proper authorities. 








Water for Deprived Areas 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 31 Jan 82 p 14 
[Seminar with Minister of Energy Hasan Ghafuri] 


[Text] The second seminar on the nation's water took place yesterday morning 
at the Ministry of Energy. Present were Dr Hasan Ghafuri, minister of 
energy, the deputy ministers and specialists of this ministry, university 
professors, officials of the water authority and revolutionary organs as well 
as representatives from other ministries. 


At the beginning of the seminar, verses from the Holy Korean were recited. 
Then the minister of energy referred to the importance and role of water in 
agriculture and its place in the attainment of economic self-sufficiency. 
He stated, "We have enough agricultural land. But in order to utilize 

this land, we need sufficient water. And by working on-agricultural land 
the peasants will not be forced to leave the villages. For this reason, 
our energies will be used on implementing the provision of water to the 
nation and a sound planning in this area. Furthermore, in this seminar, 

we will consider plans for the provision of water to various regions 

of the nation." 


Then engineer Tajgardun, deputy minister of water for the Ministry of Energy, 
in relation to the importance of drawing up water plans, said: "let's 
remember the basic political principles of the Islamic Republic. An important 
principal is the attainment of agricultural self-sufficiency. For this 
reason, the surface and underground water resources of the nation and the 
possibilities of utilizing water resources to a greater extent will be dis- 
cussed." He added: "The plans of the Ministry of Energy in this regard 

will be divided into three general areas: the supplying of water for 
agricultural, drinking and industrial needs; the use of water potential for 
generating energy, and the utilization of water for the discharge of waste." 


Engineer Tajgardun went on to say: "In the area of provision of water, some 
basic concerns are research and knowledge about the nation's water resources, 
control and conservation of water through the building of dams, and the 
distribution of water and prevention of waste through the construction of 

a network. But of course, it will not be possible to establish a plan regard- 
ing water without the cooperation of the responsible organizations such as 

the Ministries of Industry, Agricultural and Rural Development with the 
Ministry of Energy." 


The deputy minister of water, referring to the importance of the projects, then 
said: "The isolated areas and deprived districts of the nation have been 
neglected in the past, the Ministry of Energy is giving them special priority 
in the implementation of plans for supplying water and irrigation projects." 








In conclusion, he stated that plans and projects utilizing manpower will 
be given priority. "With reference to the present possibilities of the 
country," he said, "priority will be given to small, short-term, labor- 
intensive projects. In this regard, the Ministry of Energy can use the 
assistance of committed experts." According to reports, the seminar will 
meet for 5 days. At its conclusion, a resolution will be issued. 


Implementation of Oil Policy 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Feb 82 p 16 
{[Article: "The Minister of Oil Describes Iran's Oil Policy”] 


[Text] The minister of petroleum referred to the effects of the war on the 
production of petroleum in regard to the nature of self-sufficiency and 
export of petroieum. He said: "Before the imposed war, the production 
capacity of the nation's refineries was abc:t 1 million barrels, of which 
600,000 was produced by the Abadan refinery alone. The remainder was 
refined by the other refineries. Now, however, considering the fact that 
we are faced with the imposed war and the economic boycott as well as the 
fact that the Abadan refinery is no longer in operation, thanks to the 
efforts of Iranian specialists, working day and night, have been able to 
maintain production at 600,000 barrels a day." 


Regarding scheduling for the repair of the refineries after the war, Engineer 
Gharazi stated, "The Abadan refinery was a great loss because installations 
for the production of 600,000 barrels of oil were concentrated in one loca- 
tion. The overall policy of the government is to avoid further concentra- 
tion of production. Therefore, if the Abadan refinery once more begins 
operation, the former production capacity will not be reached. With God's 
blessing, the availability of Iranian experts has made foreign experts 
unnecessary for the repairing of the petroleum refineries. With the help 

of our fighting brothers, we have been able to keep a large number of the 
refinery establishments safe from war damage. 


Regarding the petrochemical industry, engineer Gharazi then stated: "Under 
present conditions, the petrochemical industry is a dependent industry, and 
except for gas, which is the raw material of the petrochemical industry 

all of its other materials come from the West." Regarding the petrochemical 
project in Shiraz, he stated: "Most of the work on this establishment has 
been completed. Some $800 million have been invested. Much of the equipment 
for this establishment has been imported. The committed specialists from 

the Petroleum University of Abadan and other related centers are cooperating 
in assembling it, and great efforts are being made to begin operation at the 
petrochemical plant." 


He added: "Specialists have estimated that production of the petrochemical 


plant will begin in about 3 years time. In consideration of the fact that 
the personnel of this project are working day and night, I assume that 
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production will begin much earlier. With the operation of the petrochemical 
plants in Shiraz and Badar Imam, the country will no longer need to import 
petrochemical raw materials and chemical fertilizer and will even begin to 
export such materials." 


Engineer Gharazi was asked whether or not the power outage was due to the 
shortage of fuel, and why Kangan gas resources were not being used for 
domestic consumption. He replied: "We have sufficient fuel in the country 
for the needs of power generators. We have a large amount of furnace oil in 
the country, much of which is held in reserve in tanks near the refineries. 
The main problem is the lack of transportation facilities in the winter. 
Fortunately, most of our power generators use gas. Recently, action has been 
taken to supply gas for the 800 megawatt power generating station in Naka'." 


Regarding the gas reserves of Kangan, he stated: "The gas reserve of Kangan 
is the largest natural gas reserve in the country. According to the estimates 
of specialists, this gas reserve will be able to meet the gas needs of the 
country for the next 20 years." 


Engineer Gharazi then discussed the reason for the lack of natural gas pipe- 
lines in southern Tehran. "The natural gas project in Tehran was begun 
before the revolution. At that time, officials were mainly concerned 

about the northern part of the city and iarge buildings. Pipes were laid 

in the main streets of north Tehran. Consequently, natural gas service is 
easily provided in these districts. But in south Tehran, first the main 
pipelines must be laid and then the service lines network must be constructed. 
This work requires time. Major efforts will be made to provide natural gas 
to south Tehran. Our opinion regarding gas is that this industry should be 
developed as much as possible and service extended to all different parts 

of the country. It is an uncomplicated industry and provides employment. 
Under revolutionary conditions, we have no right to waste gas by allowing it 
to burn in the air while people need gas; and the only difficulty standing 
in the way of distribution is a shortage of sheet metal. We are in the 
process of eliminating this difficulty." 


Concerning the extension of gas service to various parts of the country, he 
said: "Energy cannot be provided for all parts of the country equally. Gas 
should be provided to the cold areas and electricity to the hot areas. To 
provide both gas and electricity in one area is wasteful of energy. The 

gas industry requires 20 years of exploratory and scientific research. We 
will do our utmost to provide about 100,000 service lines every year to 
fulfill the needs of the poor." 


Engineer Charazi's concluding remarks were about the export of gas to the 
Soviet Union and the arrival of a mission of Soviet experts in Iran, "Although 
at present there are no problems in the production and transport of gas, 

as long as the existing problems between us and the Soviet Union are not 
solved, the export of gas to the Soviet Union will not be possible." 








New Steel Production Ministry 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Jan 82 p 2 
[Exclusive interview with deputy ministers of the mines and metals] 


[Text] At the beginning of this interview, Engineer Seyyed Mehdi Hoseyni, 
deputy minister of project and planning of the Ministry of Mines and Metals, 
discussed with our reporter how this ministry was established: 


"The mining division was separated from the Ministry of Industries and was 
merged with the Iran National Steel Company and other industrial divisions 
related to this ministry, such as mining division of the Organization of 
Development and Expansion of New Iranian Industries and the mining division 
of National Industries and Atomic Energy, to form the Ministry of Mines 
and Metals. The ministry began operation in mid-August 1981. In addition 
to the previously named divisions, the Copper Company of Iran, Sarcheshmeh 
Copper, and the Aluminum Company of Arak are also included within the 
Ministry of Mines and Metals.” 


Programs for the Smelting of Metals 


Then engineer Mohammad Reza Jurabchian, deputy minister of mining and explora- 
tion of the Ministry of Mines and Metals discussed plans of the ministry for 
the smelting of metals. "Our plans regarding the smelting of metals give 
priority to steel. We aim for a production level which will allow national 
self-sufficiency in steel, At present, the yearly production of steel in the 
country is close to 600,000 tons, which is in the first production phase 

of the Esfahan Steel Mill. The next plan will bring into operation the first 
expansion phase of the Esfahan Steel Mill and will increase steel production. 
We have other mills for the producticn of steel in Ahvaz, and Mobarakeh in 
Esfahan. The Ahvaz mill is presently under construction, and the Mobarakeh 
mill in Esfahan is being prepared to start operations." 


Continuing his remarks, engineer Jurabchian brought up the subject of the 
Sarcheshmeh Copper Establishment. "At present, for the smelting of copper, we 
have the large facilities at the Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex, currently under 
construction. We hope the smelting mill of this complex will begin produc- 
tion by fall of 1982. Production of copper by this complex in the near 

future will meet a great need of the country for copper industries." 


He continued, saying: "Regarding the production of aluminum, there is activity 
at the aluminum mill in Arak. Mining specialists of the Ministry of Mines and 
Metals are presently conducting research for raw materials needed in the 
production of aluminum," 


The deputy minister of mining and exploration of the Ministry of Mines and 
Metals went on to discuss the activities of the ministry in relation to the 
smelting of lead and zinc: "Considering the rich deposits of ore of these two 
metals in Iran, and that every year considerable amounts of these two ores 
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are extracted. And a considerable amount of condensed lead and zinc con- 
taining silver in their raw states are exported, preliminary research for 
the construction of a lead and zinc mill is near completion. Hopefully, 
such construction will begin in the near future. 


Second Steel Phase To Start 


The deputy minister for planning and programming of the Ministry of Mines 

and Metals then discussed with our reporter the projects presently being 
undertaken by the National Steel Company of Iran. "The projects currently 
being undertaken by the National Steel Company of Iran, in order of 

priority of implementation, are as follows: First priority is to begin 

the phase of 1.9 million tons of steel a year at the Esfahan steel mill. 

Due to the efforts of the engineers, specialists and workers of the 

Esfahan steel mill, we can be confident that this phase will go into operation 
sometime this year. Because of the recent increase in the production of coal, 
due to the efforts of our brothers working in the coal mines, it is likely 
that progress will take place according to schedule." 


The deputy minister then announced the production of coal during the year of 
21 March 1981 to 20 March 1982 and the increase in production of the coal 
mines as follows: 


"During the month of 23 September to 22 October 1981, the first month of 
operation of the Ministry of Mines and Metals, about 75,000 tons of raw coal, 
during the month of 23 October to 21 November 1981, 80,000 tons and in the 
month 22 November to 21 December 1981, 115,000 tons of coal were produced. 
Considering what has been accomplished towards rendering operational the 
first expansion phase of the Esfahan steel mill (1.9 million tons a year), we 
can assume that production will increase to 150,000 tons a month by spring 

of 1982." 


The deputy minister added, "Because of the increase in the production of coal 
and the solving of problems of transportation, ti!:e operation of the 1.9 million 
ton phase of the Esfahan steel mill, with the help of God, will take place 

at the appointed time." 
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ISRAEL 


MUBARAK'S STATEMENTS SAID DANGEROUS TO ISRAEL 
Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 31 Jan 82 p 2 


[Text] Egyptian president Husni Mubarak has made three statements recently 
which refer to the peace process in the Middle East. In his statements he 
said that Egyptian policy operates in three spheres: the Muslim sphere, the 
Pan-Arab sphere and the African sphere. In his second statement, he stressed 
that Egypt wants peace, but not at any ~ “ice. And in his third statement, he 
determined that the autonomy plan has tu pen the way for ensuring 
Palestinian self-determination. In other words, for establishing a 
Palestinian state in Judea and Samaria and in the Gaza strip. 


Each of these statements causes us to wonder, and especially so if we consider 
all of them together. 


We should not suppose that these are casual statements. President Mubarak, 
who assumed power four months ago, after al-Sadat's assissination, is known 

as a cautious politician, so that every statement he makes is well 

calculated, and can help to outline his policy. In addition, in each of his 
statements he tries to emphasize his independent policy, while freeing himself 
completely from the shadow of his predecessor. Therefore, it is natural, that 
in the international arena, his statements and his moves get a lot of 
attention, and people try to learn from them about the direction of his policy. 


If we judge by Mubarak's last three statements, we can assume that in 
addition to the De-Sadatization of Egypt, which he initiated, he shows a 
tendency to return to Nasir's policy. This can be learned from Mubarak's 
three-sphere policy, which is actually identical to Nasir's doctrine, as it 
was expressed in Nasir's book on the Fgyptian revolution. Nasir also talked 
about Pan-Arabism, and about a Muslim and African orientation. 


Another example which warrants attention is Mubarak's overture to the Soviet 
Union. At this stage, we are only talking about a thaw in the relationship 
between Cairo and Moscow, but in the long run we have a process of 
rapprochement with the Soviet Union. In fact, Nasir was also in favor of 
getting close to the Kremlin. 


While Mubarak's sphere policy statement has a general nature, which seemingly 
has nothing to do with the peace process between Israel and Egypt, his other 
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two statements have direct relevance to the peace agreement. The declaration 
of the Egyptian president about not wanting peace at any price and his 
adherence to the idea of an independent Palestinian state, contribute to the 
obscuring of normalization of relations between the two countries. 


The question is whether we have to treat his statements as if they were said 
for internal purposes, in order to quiet the fanatic opposition in Egypt, or 
if we have to see them as a warning about what is going to come. 


Both Israel and the other states which are involved in the Camp David Accords 
need a clarification of this issue. In any case, if these were said for 
internal purposes, we need actions on the part of Egypt, in everything 
involving the autonomy talks, in order to prove its readiness to continue with 
the peace process. If we look at it another way, and see them as 

expressing Egyptian policy, Israel too has to be prepared for a new policy in 
order not to be caught off guard after the withdrawal from the Sinai. 


The U.S., as well, has to request clarification from the Egyptian president 


during his visit this week to Washington, in order to be able to prevent the 
demise of the peace process which is anchored in the Camp David Accords. 
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ISRAEL 


STRENGTHENING OF GOLAN, JORDAN VALLEY SETTLEMENTS ADVISED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 29 Jan 82 p 18 
[Article by former chief of staff, Mota Gur] 


[Text] Yamit has become the topic of discussion for several reasons: First, 
our conscience bothers all of us. We feel we have given up the area too 
quickly, too early and without historical necessity. 


Secondly, we do not have a clear conscience when we think about the settlers, 
who did what they did for our country and our society, and believed they were 
settling the frontier for the security of all of us. 


The third issue is that while Israe!i society is enjoying the good life, we 
see people in Yamit who are willing to fight for a cause, not only in 
Saturday nigh’ uiscussions, but under difficult circumstances that involve 
self-sacrifice. 


The fourth issue is that we have a troubled conscience, because we know that 
Yamit is a dangerous precedent for all the areas which were liverated in 1967. 
Lately, this feeling has been strengthened because of different suggestions 
with regard to Jerusalem. 


The fifth issue is that we have troubled conscience because we lack some of 
the emotional strength and the readiness to confront challenges and dangers, 
and we surrender to a reality that, seemingly, can not be changed. We feel we 
have to make up for all these, and thus the slogan "don't uproot a plant” 
touches our hearts, and this is the basis of the encouragement which the 
settlers of Yamit are receiving, which is expressed in the idea of financial 
compensation, and in the activities of the movement to stop the withdrawal. 


On a Sunday, two weeks ago, I visited the Yamit area. The place looked like 
a scene from the theatre of the absurd: one part looked like an abandoned 
ghost town: yellow grass, dying flowers, walls whose paint was peeling, 
left-over piles of furniture and personal belongings; the other part was full 
of life and new settlements. On a hill overlooking the beach which is 
covered by thousands of palm trees, a new synagogue for 250 worshippers was 
being built, beautiful gardens were being watered near small caravans, full 
of the sounds of mothers and babies. It is hard to imagine greater confusion 








from that of despair and disappointment over a lost past, combined with h:pe 
and belief in a short-lived future. 


Those who want to stop *.e withdrawal are receiving money both from 
government sources and from private funds. Those only serve to strengthen 
the illusion. The opposition to the withdrawal is based also, or maybe 
mainly, on clear signals, that maybe this part of the peace settlement will 
not be carried out. These signals are being transmitted both from government 
circles, and from the different political parties, even if their phrasing and 
the intentions behind them are different. Phrases like: "Let the Egyptians 
and the Americans know that they do not have the Sinai in their pocket yet" 
or "If there will be no agreement on the autonomy, we'll reconsider." Both, 
even though they come from different sources, and the intentions behind them 
are different, sound the same to the settlers, the meaning they get is - Stop! 
In the meantime, nobody is moving. The money has no more importance: what 
are the greenhouses in Haruvit, say those who oppose the withdrawal, compared 
to the oil fields we have given up in the Sinai, the amount of money it took 
to move the army and all its facilities, and the money that is going co be 
paid to the settlers when they evacuate the area? 


Because of the devaluation of the Israeli currency in recent years, the 
resignations of finance ministers, and extreme changes in economic policy, the 
public lost the ability to judge fiscal policy. By the way, a few days ago, 
we heard from the defense minister how many fighting days, ammunition and arms 
are going to be saved by reorganization in the defense department, and we are 
still looking for proof. Maybe the defense minister can calculate how many 
fighting days the government gave up then it increased the financial 
compensation to the settlers. In this case also the absurdity is striking, 

as there is a double blow to our security both in the withdrawal from an area 
which is vital to our security, and the blow to the strengthening of the 
Israeli Defense Forze. 


In Yamit, as well as in the Knesset, I heard the arguments of those who 
oppose the withdrawal, that the peace has no meaning, and the strategic and 
economic reasons Prof Ne'eman cites against giving back the whole Sinai area. 


In all these, I observe with great concern, the Lech Walesa syndrome, which 
means extremity which leads to defeat. When I heard and read on the 
preparations the movement to stop the withdrawal is making for a period of 
siege, I got the feeling of the Massadah syndrome in its negative connotations, 
the readiness to commit suicide even when there is no need for it. The Jewish 
religion is against personal suicide, does it sanctify national suicide that 
has nothing to do with martyrdom or saving lives? I state firmly that the 
withdrawal from the Sinai, as long as we hold on to our bases in the North and 
in the East, is not even close to a military suicide, and don't anybody try ‘io 
scare us for no reason. The main issue is that extreme panic reactions with 
regard to what is happening in the Egyptian border and in the peace process, 
can hurt our chances to keep what we need for our security in Judea and 
Samaria, and in the Golan Heights. 
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Undoubtedly, che concern of the people of Yamit for our future and our 
security is genuine. It is impossible to ignore the strength of their belief, 
their devotion, and their self-sacrifice, and we should not ignore it. The 
idea of frontier settlements, which they are Supposed to represent in their 
struggle, is as true today as it has ever been. Justifiably, we are afraid 
that the evacuation of the settlements goes against basic values of 
constructive Zionism, and that we should not have given them up without a 
struggle, for them, and for other settlements in other areas. The fact that 
a lot of members of the Knesset and government ministers do not visit the 
settlers, and avoid frank discussions with them, strengthens the feeling 
among the settlers, that crucial decisions on the future of areas which are 
vital to the state, even though they are half-desert, are made by people who 
live in comfort and are far from the real issues and the setting in which they 
take place. It is a fact that settlements whose ideological movement handles 
their transfer to new area, go to the new areas quietly and with no 
disturbances. 


Some of the members of the Knesset are afraid, justifiably, of excessive 
extremism in the condwt of the government and the prime minister in the 
negotiations with Egypt and with regards to the issue of the autonomy, 
especially after the enactment of the unnecessary law in the Golan Heights. 
Others who are concerned about security are afraid that the government will 
give wp too much in other areas as well, as happened with the Sinai and its 
settlements, after Sadat's visit. 


I share the concern of the latter group, as instead of a consistent and well 
thought-through policy which has its origin in the peace process and is 
directed by it, recently, we have witnessed complete confusion accompanied by 
nervous outbursts of aggression and verbiage, which indicate lack of 
confidence and lack of trust in the policy which has been followed. In such 
a state, you really cannot know what will happen tomorrow. 


Therefore, it is the duty of the Knesset to rebuild the confidence in the 
peace process. We have to avoid the mistakes of extremist expressions and 
extreme concessions, and to present responsible considered opinions for the 
future. Let us state clearly: we will complete the first stage in the Camp 
David Accords between us and the Egyptians. Israel's moral and political 
integrity, within iteelf and in relation to the outside world, is related to 
our adherence to the peace process and to the agreements which we signed. 
Let the world know and the people of Israel know that in spite of the risks 
we have taken with the evacuation of the Sinai, and those are numerous, we 
are loyal to the idea of living in peace with our neighbors. Only on that 
basis, will we be able to keep whatever is vital for our existence and our 
development, from the functional as well as the territorial point of view in 
the areas of Gaza, Judea, Samaria and the Golan. Only with goodwill and 
kindness will we be able to hold on to a united and sovereign Jerusalen, and 
our friends and neighbors will believe in our serious intent to coexist with 
the other religions and nationalities. In addition to that, only with the 
continuation of a trustworthy and controlled political process, will we be 
able to preserve our military superiority and convince our neighbors that 
peace is preferrable to war. 
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The precedent of the withdrawal to the international border in the Sinai will 


make peace negotiations with any other Arab state rm  “‘-1t. In the 
future we can expect a hard struggle in order to ge: chat precedent. 
Especially because of that we will have to prove our: ‘ess to take risks in 


every situation in which it is possible. Only on that basis shall we be able 
to hold our ground on the issue of secure borders and win the difficult 
political struggles which will be involved. For that reason, it is important 
to show complete readiness in the autonomy negotiations on all the issues 
which we agreed to in principle in the Camp David Accords. It is possible 
that if we do so, we will find partners for negotiations even among the real 
leadership of the Arab population in Judea, Samaria and Gaza, true leaders 
who do not support the PLO, and yet truly represent the population. 


Op the other hand, we should not be dragged into unjustifiable long-term 
concessions out of unfounded fears that the end of the world will come after 
April 1982. We have to be calm and confident, not be too arrogant, nor be too 
timid. Egypt can not get out of the peace process even if it wants to, and 

I am not sure it could benefit from such a step in the near future, either 
politically or militarily. 


The Egyptian leadership is convinced that the road it chose was the right one 
both from the Egyptian point of view and the Pan-Arab point of view; the fact 
is that of all the Arab countries they are the only ones who are getting their 
land back. It is hard to think of something the Arab world can offer that 
will be tempting enough for Egypt to endander this achievement. 


Therefore, with all the pain and the regrets involved, we have to complete the 
peace process with Egypt, and look forward to continuing on the road of 

peace and security. We have to soothe our national conscience not through 
talk of pain and sacrifice, but through acts of construction, settlement and 
development: 


There has to be concentrated and directed development of the Golan Heights: 
two urban centers, four agricultural settlements, and industry for Katzerin 
are not beyond our power. 


The «bservation posts in the Galilee have to be turned into settlements, 
according to their location and pcssibilities, this is both possible and 
necessary. st 


New initiative is just as important in the Jordan valley which does not have 
Arab population, and in the Negev which is almost empty. 


And the most important issue is connecting the areas of Ma'‘ale Ha'edomim, 
Gush Etzion and Gush Givon with Jerusalem. 


Last week, at the initiative of the head of the education and cultural 

affairs committee, Chairman Ora Namir, we celebrated in the Knesset the 

ninetieth birthday of the painter, Jossef Zaritzki. People said a lot of nice 
words about his paintings and his contributions to the state. When he spoke, 

he was very brief, but his words carried the most important message for our 
political and social life, he said: "For me to live is to contribute to society.' 
The Knesset will do well if it turns the genuine distress over Yamit into the 
start of new development in other parts of the country. 
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ISRAEL 


ARAB SETTLERS MOVE INTO LOD, RAMLA AREAS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 18 Jan 82 p 10 


[Article by Hayim Handworker: "Settlers in the Opposite Direction; Hundreds 
of Homes Built by Arab Residents on Farm Land around Ramla and Lod without 
Permit; Among residents, Many Workers from the Territories" ] 


[Text] For several years the Israeli law has been made a mockery cf in Lod 
and Ramla, as Bedouins and Arabs have been building illegal homes on farm 
land around those towns, or took possession of abandoned homes in those 
areas. According to some estimates, one-quarter of the residents in those 
areas are Arabs, although officially they only constitute 15 percent of the 
population. 


The Arabs and the Bedouins involved in the illegal construction and the 
settlement in Lod and Ramla are not anxious to talk about their activities, 
and they answer questions with a shrug of the shoulder. When we asked one of 
the builders while touring Shnir Orchard near Lod what he was doing, he 
replied, "This is my country and I can do whatever I please." 


Between the town and moshav Nir Tzvi dozens of homes were built illegally 
during the past 2 years on uncultivated farm land. The houses are built of 
stone and surrounded with a fence of tin cans and old wire. In the yards, 
there are wood and tin shacks built for workers from the territories. 


The houses are put up unbelievably fast. In one field between Lod and Nir 
Tzvi we saw a pile of bricks ready for building a new house. The houses are 
built, according to the custom in Arab villages, by the women and children. 
At the final stages several families get together over the weekend and the 
house is completed. 


Theft and Vandalism 

The members of moshav Nir Tzvi regard themselves the main victims of this 
illegal settlement. But they argue they are tired of complaining to the 
police about damage to their property by the Arabs, since nothing is done. 


Thus, for instance, the Liberman family of Nir Tzvi had to gradually liqui- 
date dozens of orchard acres after the fruit was systematically stolen, and 
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they cannot help blaming their new "neighbors." Ya'aqov Duhovni, another member 


of the moshav, decided to stop cultivating his orchard and put it under some- 
one else's care. "If { kept working I would destroy my health. Each morning 
I found my fruit stolen. The fence was broken down, pipes were busted and I 
had floods." 


One of the farmers caught a thief over a year ago and beat him up. The next 
day, when he returned to the orchard, his plastic hose system was cut to 
pieces and had to be discarded. The damage was estimated at 15,000 shekel. 


Hayim Arqusin, the moshav chairman, on the other hand, says that the members 
of Nir Tzvi live in peace with the local Arabs, both the old residents and 
the new, and the above incidents are isolated acts of vandalism. 


Budding Nationalism 


Shim'on Savir, the head of the investigations department of the police in the 
Central Region argues that there is no nationalistic tension in the Ramla and 
Lod area. Yet one cannot overlook the first signs of budding nationalism in 
that area. A "Sons of the Village" group became active in Lod last year, 
and coincidentally members of Nir Tzvi heard Arabs who were caught stealing 
fruit say, "this is our land." 


In Ramla most of the new Arab population is concentrated in the Guarish sec- 
tion, a "ghetto" in the center of town, and around the industrial zone. In 
Lod the new settlement is spread around town, and only a few live in the old 
quarter. The Arab old timers in Lod and Ramla help the newcomers get settled, 
and some Jews are known to have sold or sublet their homes to Arabs, not 
having received other offers. 


Lawyer Niqola Saba argues that the rumors about influx of Arabs to Ramla and 
Lod are exaggerated. In his estimation, there are some 15,000 Arab old 
timers in the area and a few hundred newcomers. The impression of great in- 
crease of Arabs in his opinion is the result of the high birth rate among the 
local population and the presence of a large number of Arab workers from the 
territories, who do not lead an underground existence as do others in other 
parts of Israel. Mr Saba says that the authorities also settle here Arabs 
from the Negev. In any case, the main reason for the settling of Arabs and 
Bedouins in the area is not nationalistic, but economical. There is a demand 
here for unskilled labor. 


Lod Mayor Moshe Efrat maintains that the town can deal with the illegal con- 
struction in town. As for the building on farm land which belongs to the 
Israel Land Administration, it is the duty of the government to act. "I can 
only alert them, which I do. The city of Tel Aviv cannot deal with illegal 
building, and they have a much larger staff. How can I do it?" 


Ramla Mayor Henry Hadad claims that lately legal action was taken against 
illegal construction. "We have filed hundreds of claims, and recently three 
Arabs were arrested who failed to take down illegal structures."" But those 
who built illegally 5 years ago are left alone. 
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Mr Saba admits that there is a serious problem of illegal construction in the 
area. Those who came here and asked fer building permit were turned down 
because the land is considered farm land. "It is not possible that the 
residents of Nir Tzvi can build houses, and near the moshav one cannot bui! 
because it is considered farm land. In my opinion, there is no point in 
destroying existing houses. One should prepare a plan and make it possible for 
Arabs to build houses." But when the authorities cannot find solutions for 
root problems such as finding adequate employment for Arabs in their present 
place of residence, the settlement and the illegal construction affair is 
proof that key problems are not dealt with. 
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ISRAEL 


RESETTLEMENT OF GAZA REFUGEES CONSIDERED PRIORITY 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 10 Feb 82 p 6 
[Article by Dani Tzidqgoni: "What Is Left of the Refugee Resettlement"] 


[Text] One of the important tasks undertaken by the military government in 
the Gaza Strip was the resettlement of the Arab refugees in the strip, which 
would have helped solve the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The Israeli govern- 
ment decided on this action in 1971. The resettlement of the refugees is a 
complex problem, since it invluded both the, political and the social issue, 
as well as difficult technicai problems. 


The Arabs of course have left the refugee problem unresolved, not because of 
the love of Ishmael, but because of the hate of Israel. Ti:ey have physically 
and socially isolated the refugees from the Arab populations around then, 

and put them in camps specifically built for that purpose, despite the fact 
according to the December 1949 UN resolution the local governments in coopera- 
tion with the UN were expected to resettle the refugees. 


The story is well known: the refugee camps became a place of human misery, 
where the population density reached 30,700 persons per square kilometer. 
Two to three families live in an area of 60-80 square meters. Living con- 
ditions in the camps are sub-human. 


New Hope 


After the Six-Day War the refugees did not return to the places they had 
fled, but for the first time after 20 years of darkness a new hope dawned. 
The Israeli military government treated them like all other residents (they 
were given ID cards for the first time in years) and since 1971 they have 
even been given priority over the other residents in housing. The Alignment 
government began to apply the principle of resettling them in new housing 
projects near their place of residence (contrary to their old dream of re- 
turn to their former homes). This resulted in the construction of between 
1.7 and 2.5 million square meters of dwellings for some 30,000 families (not 
including public institutions). 


The first housing project was occupied within 1 year. The project was exe- 
cuted once it was clear the refugees were willing to leave the camp and 








accept the housing solution offered to them by the government which over the 
years they considered responsible for their problems. 


The first two projects (600 units) were occupied within 4 months. There are 
257,000 refugees in the Gaza Strip, with an average of 5.5 persons per family. 
In the Gaza Strip there are eight refugee camps totalling 5253-dunams, in 
which there are 31,900 families, or 176,400 persons. After the Public Works 
Department built the first projects according to a uniform model, the "build 
your own house" system was initiated; with the help of the government the 
projects were started. Until now ten such projects were started, housing 
4796 families. One of those is the famous Canada development in Rafah. 


It turned out that the refugees no longer speak openly about their desire to 
leave the camps, and they now regard themselves as the equals of the local old 
timers. One could safely say that the Gaza refugee :is no longer the classic 
refugee, but rather a resident of the Gaza Strip, having equal rights, inte- 
grated in his environment and in the local community. The new housing is 
built strictly on state lands. Because of budgetary limitations and the short- 
age of state land for resettlement, the building has been limited. 


The Project Was Stopped 


A government report is always restrained in tone, and it does not give the 
negative outcome of government sponsored endeavors, such as the scaling down 
of the resettlement operation of the Gaza Strip refugees. If this operation 
had been treated with the seriousness it deserved, it could have become the 
greatest political and humanitarian achievement of the State of Israel in the 
territories, one of Israel's best public relations accomplishments in the 
eyes of the world. It would have benefited Israel's foreign policy and im- 
proved its image abroad. One may recall it was Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
who in one of his many public statements declared the equality of the resi- 
dents of the territories and the residents of Israel. But he has long for- 
gotten this declaration, and it is doubtful whether he has ever visited a 
refugee camp. It is safe to assume that salvation will not come to the 
refugees of the Gaza Strip either from him or from the leaders of the Arab 
states. 


The freezing of the refugee problem in the Gaza Strip is done by both Israel 
and the Arabs. It is a pity that the resettlement program might become a 
short-lived episode in the history of our efforts to resolve our conflict 
with the Arabs of Israel. 


The Green Areas 
There is, however, a bright side to consider, by looking at the farming in 


the area. Of the 360 square kilometers, 210 are cultivated. Some 45 per- 
cent are irrigated, of which 76 percent are citric groves. 


The Gaza Strip's dense population of 452,000 needs a great deal of water, 
and the water shortage is well known. The yearly consumption is 120 million 
cubic meters, yet only 70-80 million cubic meters are refilled, hence a 








deficit of 40-50 million cubic meters per year. Ground water is the only 
water source in the region, with a rain average of 150 mm in the south and 
350 mm in the north. Because of the drop of the water level, the salt con- 
tent goes up in the area, and reaches the critical level of 400 mg chlorine 
per liter. 


Citric fruit, occupying 70,000 dunams, takes up as mentioned before three- 
quarters of the irrigated land and in a good year yields 200,000 tons fruit. 
Because of the water problem, this crop which is the mainstay of the area, 
is also the main problen. 


Much progress has been made in growing other crops which occupy 17,000 dunams, 
and are in second place in profitability. This includes traditional crops 
such as almonds, grapes, olives, and dates, which occupy 54,000 dunams, 
Livestock represents one-fourth of the agricultural proudction in the Strip. 


Industrial Ventures 


The total income from industry in 1980 was 148.3 million shekel. This 
represents 1532 locally owned companies, employing 6,000 workers. Of those, 
47 percent are small manufacturers, which use old equipment, and do not 
employ any workers other than the owner. Most of the workers are boys and 
women who are unskilled. 


One-third of the above are sewing workshops and spinneries. Most are sub- 
contractors of Israeli companies. Some 15 percent are in the food industry, 
1l percent carpentry, 18 percent metalworks. Some 6667 residents are 
employed by Israeli companies in the area (Erez). 


Industry has not yet become an important part of the local economy because 
of the absence of an infrastructure and an adequate financial system, as 
well as the lack of technological expertise and skilled labor. The local 
economy is exposed to the more advanced Israeli economy. The Arab countries' 
markets are not yet open to the Gaza Strip's products. Under such con- 
ditions it is difficult for the local economy to make its own way and to 
industrialize. 
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ISRAEL 


DANI MAT VIEWS DIALOGUE WITH WEST BANK ARABS 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 29 Jan 82 Weekend Supplement p 6 


[Interview with Major General Dani Mat, by Etan Haber, on the occasion of 
Mat's retirement from the IDF after serving as coordinator in the territories; 
date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] At first glance you think something important is missing. 
Presently you realize the man is wearing civilian clothes--something totally 
unexpected. He wore a uniform for 33 years. Dani Mat, and IDF general, who 
most recently served as coordinator of the territories, was an inseparable 
part of the IDF landscape. He served in the defense system for 39 years, 
mostly in the IDF. In all the wars he served on the front. In the War of 
Independence he fought in Gush Etzion and became prisoner of war in Jordanian 
captivity. During the reprisals he commanded a paratrooper unit; in the Sinai 
Campaign he was at the Mitla; in the Six-Day War he commanded a unit which 
operated behind Egyptian lines in Um Katef and faced the Syrian army on the 
Golan Heights; in the Yom Kippur War he commanded a paratrooper unit which 
crossed the Suez Canal. 


Dani Mat is about to be discharged from military service. 


YEDI'OT AHARONOT: Dani Mat, suppose--and let's hope this is not the case-- 
a bomb explodes toda, on a bus going from Tel Aviv to Natanya. Who gave the 
order to put it there? Yassir Arafat? 


Dani Mat: The order comes from Beirut, where the PLO headquarters are. The 
"Occupied Homeland Department" is there. Israel is divided into sections, and 
each section has a commander. The order comes from the section commander. 


YA: How does the order arrive? 
Dani Mat: One way, for example, is through a PLO-Jordanian joint committee, 
headquartered in Amman. Sometimes the section commanders go to Amman, meet 


emissaries from the territories, leaders, public figures, and send over the 
message through them. 


YA: Any other ways? 








Dani Mat: They can send a messenger on the open bridges with a note. It's 
not difficult. 


YA: So the instructions arrive in Nablus, or Hebron, and then what? 


Dani Mat: First of all, they have in the territories the National Guidance 
Committee, headed by Bassam Shaq'a. He is in effect the PLO representative 
in the territories. The committee has 24 members, who represent Judea, 
Samaria, and the Gaza Strip. From there the instructions filter down to 
the people in the field. 


YA: Does Arafat know about every act? 
Dani Mat: Not necessarily. 
YA: Who chooses the targets to be hit in Israel and in the territories? 


Dani Mat: The commander of the military arm of the PLO, Khalil al-Wazir, 
known as Abu Jihad. I assume that he is in charge of the big operations. 

He is the one responsible for the murder at Hadasah and the bus on the coastal 
road. 


YA: Can one assume that the educational level and the operational ability of 
the terrorists improved in recent years? 


Dani Mat: I am not sure this is true. Some of them are better educated 
and some less. We come across some very ordinary people. Their means of 
combat, though, have greatly improved. 


YA: What about their motivation, their ideological fervor, has there been 
any change? 


Dani Mat: I don't think that today's terrorists are different from their 
predecessors. I am not sure they are more motivated. Their success has 
been rather limited. 


YA: They come in "waves?" 

Dani Mat: There is no set time for terrorist activities. There are, of 
course, attempts to time certain operation on Fatah Day or certain other 
occasions. Activities related to unrest, such as strikes or demonstrations, 
certainly come in "waves"; thus, 2 November is Balfour Declaration Day, 


29 November is Partition Day, 5 June, 15 May. 


YA: How many terrorists are now active in Judea and Samaria and in the Gaza 
Strip? 


Dani Mat: Very few. 


YA: Tens, hundreds, thousands? 











Dani Mat: By "few" I don't have a specific number in mind. The results are 
the indicator. In any case, there are very few. 


YA: How did it happen? Our successes? Their lack of motivation? 


Dani Mat: First and foremost, it is the success of the security services. 
There may also be a decline in motivation. 


YA: It is generally assumed that the open bridges policy helps bring in 
arms, messages. Was it ever considered during your tenure to close the Jordan 
bridges? 


Dani Mat: No! Never! I know some people are saying that if in 1967 we 

had closed the bridges we would have forced the residents to be more closely 
tied to us and we might have reached political solutions. The bridges have 
been open since 1967, and some one million people cross them both ways, and 
many come in touch with us. You go to the beach, to public parks, you hear 
Arabic, you think they are from the territories? Not at all. Sometimes they 
are from neighboring Arab countries. They arrive from all our neighboring 
countries. 


YA: There are many stories about Israeli export to Jordan and from there to 
other Arab countries. What about imports from Jordan? 


Dani Mat: Simzna, [quailj and Syrian pistachios for example. But 90 per- 
cent of the imports in the territories comes from Israel. 


YA: What are the ties with King Husayn? What is the link, the influence? 
Is he still their king? 


Dani Mat: There is a controversy about him in the territories. Especially 
since the massacre of the terrorists in September 1970. Is the attitude 
toward Jordan the same as it was in 1967? I don't think so. Time changes 
things. There have been many developments. One must not forget, however, that 
there is a strong link. There is commerce with Jordan and even someone who 

is not a great admirer of the king needs the business with Jordan. 


YA: What about the educational system? 


Dani Mat: Totally Jordanian. The curriculum is Jordanian. The students 
take Jordanian exams, need a Jordanian diploma in order to enter college. 
And, of course, the officialdom. Some officials get two salaries--from the 
king and from Yoram Aridor. 


YA: The Arabs in the territories want war? 
Dani Mat: No, they are very afraid of it. They know that the State of Israel 
is, despite all the political pressures, an awesome war machine. They say, 


suppose there is war tomorrow on the eastern front, and we try to liberate 
the territories. The war started in Rosh Haniqra and goes through Lebanon, ' 
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Syria, Jordan, all the eay to Elat. They cross the towns and approach the 
population centers. Who is caught in the middle, between the eastern front 
and the IDF? The residents of the territories? We will pay the full price, 
as we did in 1967 and in 1948. And so a war is out of the question. 


YA: But do they believe they can turn the hands of the clock back to the pre- 
1967 days? 


Dani Mat: They have of course their own expectations, but they know that in 
any political solution it will be very difficult to turn back the hands of 
the clock. They know that under any circumstances there will have to be 
close ties, economic, work, etc. 


YA: Dani, actually, young people in the territories, from the age of 10 to 
30, 33, have not known any other situation, since we have held the territories 
for almost 15 years. What have they got to do with Jordan, or with the PLO? 


Dani Mat: There are fluctuations in the territories. [text missing] 
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BRIEFS 





SHALE OIL--Some 4.3 billion tons of shale oil have been discovered in ISrael, 
which may yiéld 150 million tons of oil, was reported on Friday by Minister 
of Energy Y. Berman. Speaking at the engineering club in Tel Aviv, Mr Ferman 
said that the quality of our shale oil is low, reaching 36 percent. Our 
economic correspondent points out that Israel has already contacted an 
American company specialized in shale oil to discuss production. The minis- 
ter added that regional companies will be established to extract coal for 
producing steam for the industry. As for solar energy, the minister said 

that 4-5 percent of Israel's energy consumption will be supplied by solar 
energy. The minister thinks that the building of nuclear plants was neglected 
and in the sixties several countries competed on providing Israel with such 
plants. Now the building of such plants is prevented by political reasons. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 24 Jan 82 p 4] 9565 


EFFICIENT ELECTRIC CELL--An electric cell with the highest density in the 
world, 700 percent higher than a regular cell, was developed at the chemistry 
department of Tel Aviv University by Dr Emanuel Peled and Mr Herzl Yamin. 

This was reported in UNIVERSITY, the school's monthly, issued recently. The 
cell is still a working model, but it is intended to be in continual use for 
10 years. It can be used in pacemakers, wrist watches, micro-computers, 
cameras, light meters, and sensory and measuring equipment. The negative 

pole is made of lithium, and the positive sulphur, an electrochemical com- 
bination known to have one of the highest energy density. The publication 
reported that the production of the new cell is relatively simple and the 
plastic coating lowers the price. Tests showed that the cell can be recharged 
and therefore has the potential of being used in an electric battery. Be- 
cause of the commercial potential, the cell was patented in several countries, 
including the United States, Japan, England, Germany, France, and, of course, 
Israel. The research was done during the past 2 years with funding from the 
joint fund of Tamat and Ramot, the university authority for research and 
development for industry at T:.. Aviv University. Contacts are being made 

for commercial development of :he cell. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 
28 Jan 82 p 4) 9565 
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JORDAN 


DECISION TO SEND VOLUNTEER FORCE TO IRAQ ANALYZED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 249, 8-14 Feb 82 p 25 


[Text] Four considerations prompted King Husayn's decision to provide Iraq 
with direct military assistance: 


1. The military mobilization campaign that Iran started with the aim of 
sending 1 million combatants to the Iraqi-Iranian front. 


2. The collusion of the superpowers to provide certain countries with the 
means to sustain a long and bloody war of attrition. 


3. Iran'a maneuvers to neutralize the other Gulf countries in its conflict 
with Iraq. (These maneuvers have been somewhat successful.) 


4. The refusal of members of the Gulf Cooperation Council to admit Iraq 
to the council and their rejection of the idea of "regular military coopera- 
tion with Jordan" out of fear that it would include Iraq. 


For these reasons, the Jordanian monarch wanted to take an initiative to 
create a new status quo which, Amman believes, would impel the Gulf countries 
and Saudi Arabia to relinquish their conservatism toward the Iran-Iraq 
conflict on the one hand and would force the superpowers to reexamine 

the situation as a whole. 


Observers, however, note that King Husayn's decision has raised a number of 
questions: 


1. Is the Jordanian decision merely symbolic or will it be followed by 
practical action? There are many indications that support the belief that 
practical action is underway. Thousands of men who have volunteered since 
28 January are currently undergoing intensive training for 5 or 6 weeks 
after which they will be sent to the front. In addition, a large portion 
of the volunteers will include retired cfficers and troops who possess the 
necessary training and can be sent immediately to Iraq. 


2. Does Iraq have an urgent need for direct military assistance in its 


current battles with Iran, and how important is the assistance of a Jordanian 
volunteer force of limited size? 
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3. If size is not an important factor then what are the advantages of 
the assistance provided by Jordan? For example, will the Iraqi army be 
provided with heavy military equipment or additional regional services? 


4, Jordan's heavy equipment, most of it made in the United States, 
requires prior approval from the United States before transfer across the 
border. This was confirmed by King Husayn himself during his last 
interview with AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI. Furthermore, the U.S. 
administration hastened to reconfirm this fact last week. Observers in 
Amman also note that during the first weeks of the Iran-Iraq war and 
following Jordan's strong public support of Iraq, the United States Depart- 
ment of State warned the Amman government on 8 October 1980 against any 
military assistance to Iraq. At the time, Jordanian and Iraqi officials 
rushed to deny the news. So how different is the situation today? Or was 
the American warning merely a formality? Does Jordan intend to use weapons 
from sources other than the United States on the Iraqi front? 


5. To what dangers has Jordan exposed itself on the Israeli front by making 
the decision to enter into war with Iran? More than a year ago Israel warned 
against military cooperation between Jordan and Iraq. Will the Jewish 

state use this cooperation as a pretext to undertake a "preemptive" military 
operation against Jordan at a time when most analysts are anticipating 

an Israeli attack on South Lebanon and Syria? Observers are now pointing 

to information from Israel which supports the belief that the Jewish state 
is paving the way, because only hours after King Husayn announced the estab- 
lishment of a volunteer force for the Iraqi front there were reports from 
Jerusalem concerning a Palestinian Fedayeen operation originating from 
Jordanian territory. 


6. What will be the limit to Jordan's participation in the battles on the 
Jordanian Iraqi front? Is it not possible that the Iranian Air Force, which 
is still relatively intact and which according to some sources is benefitting 
from Syrian assistance, could shift the war to Jordanian territory? Is it 
not also possible that volunteer Iranian forces could cause disturbances on 
the Jordan Golan along the northern front? | | 


Maay questions will have to be answered before understanding the significance 
of King Husayn's decision. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


NEW INVESTMENT CODE NOTED--New investment legislation due for Parliamentary 
approval in Morocco this April will allow foreign investors to own industrial 
companies completely, Moroccan Minister of Commerce and Industry Azzedine 
Guessous said last week. The new investment code is designed to stimulace 
the inflow of foreign capital and will replace a 1973 law which permits 
foreigners to hold only 50 percent of a company's equity and stipulates that 
the board of directors should have a majority of Moroccan nationals. The 
proposed legislation will abolish both of these requirements. In an inter- 
view with Reuters, Mr Guessous said that "foreign investors want to manage 
their affairs in complete freedom and this is what we are trying to do under 
the new code which is more liberal and generous." In addition, the new 
legislation will prowide foreign investors tax incentives and the ability 
to repatriate capital and dividends without prior authorisation. Such 
benefits would apply not only to manufacturing industries but also to 
industry-related services such as engineering consultancies. The new invest< 
ment code is almost certainly intended to encourage American businessmen in 
particular to invest in Morocco, US Secretary of Commerce Malcom Baldridge 
was recently in Rabat with a contingent of 60 business leaders on a visit 
aimed at developing the “enormous potential" for bilateral trade relations 
between the United States and the North African country (An-Nahar Arab 
Report & MEMO, January 25). In a move that may be indicative of what is to 
come if the open-door policy is pursued, the US oil giant Mobil signed an 
agreemert in Rabat last week to invest $117 million in prospecting for oil 
in Morocco. Moroccan officials said that the contract was the largest ever 
made with a foreign company. The agreement covers exploration permits for 
9,710 square kilometres off the coast of Tarfaya in south Morocco near the 
Western Sahara and is valid for 12 years, Seismic surveys and test drilling 
are due to start soon. The accord was signed between Mobil's prospecting 
subsidiary, Mobil Exploration and Producing Services and the Moroccan 
National Office of Petroleum Research and Exploitation. [Text] [Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 7, 15 Feb 82 p 4] 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


VEHICLE ASSEMBLY PLANT PLANNED--General Motors is reported to be on the point 
of signing an agreement to build a car and lorry assembly plant in Tunisia, 
A report from New York last week said that shareholdings in the new company 
which has not been named will be GM with 20 percent, Isuzu, its Japanese 
affiliate with 10 percent and Tunisian private investors with 70 percent. 

GM refused to identify the Tunisian investors until the deal has been 
completed, but a Tunisian car dealer handling GM products is thought to be 
among them, The plant is to be built in the town of Kairouan, 192 miles 
southwest of Tunis. Initially it will assemble completely knocked down (CKD) 
vehicles, but later it will make some components. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR 
ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 7, 15 Feb 82 p &] 
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